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OfFICB  ok  TIIE  ROARD  OF  GOVERXORS  OF  THK  ALMS  HOC8B, 

Nkw  York,  December  Zlst,  1858.  J 


To  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  State  of  JVeio  York,  and 
the  Common  Councii,  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

The  Governors  of  the  Ahns  House  herewith 
submit  the  Reports  from  the  heads  of  the  various 
institutions  under  their  charge,  for  the  Year  1858, 
in  which  are  set  forth  the  condition  of  the  several 
departments,  the  number  Admitted,  Died,  Dis- 
charged, and  Remaining,  the  employment  of  the 
inmates,  amount  of  their  labor,  and  such  sugges- 
tions for  the  improvement  and  additions  to  buildings 

as  are  deemed  requisite  for  the  proper  accommo- 
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dation  of  the  inmates,  and  which  have  received 
that  consideration  which  their  importance  demands. 

The  total  destruction  by  fire  of  the  Hospital  on 
BlackwelPs  Island,  with  its  contents,  placed  the 
Department  in  a  most  embarrassing  position.  It 
occurred  on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  13th  of 
February,  during  very  severe  weather,  a  violent 
storm  prevailing  at  the  time,  and  its  isolated  posi- 
tion placed  it  beyond  the  aid  of  the  services  of  the 
Fire  Department  of  the  City,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  it  was  totally  destroyed  ;  but  by  the  active 
exertions  of  those  on  the  Island  all  the  inmates 
(530)  were  safely  removed,  and  temporary  accom- 
modations, attended  with  great  inconvenience  for 
their  proper  medical  treatment,  were  provided  at 
the  Work  House  and  Work  Shop. 

In  view  of  the  crowded  condition  of  all  the  in- 
stitutions, which  rendered  the  condition  of  the  sick 
very  precarious,  and  the  want  of  proper  facili- 
ties for  their  treatment  created  great  sohcitude 
for  their  welfare,  and  in  order  to  reheve  the  press- 
ing necessities  of  this  unfortunate  condition  of 
affiiirs,  application  was  made  to  the  Legislature  of 
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the  State,  then  in  Session,  to  include  in  the  Tax 
Levy  for  this  City  the  sum  of  $100,000  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  Building,  which  was  promptly 
complied  with,  and  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
monalty authorized  to  raise  the  amount. 

To  carry  out  this  object  of  the  Board,  plans 
were  presented  from  the  following  Architects: 
James  Renwick,  Jr.,  R.  G.  Hatfield,  W.  McNa- 
mara,  J.  C.  Hart,  J.  Berrian,  and  Wilhelm 
Fernbach,  who  made  such  explanation  as  was  re- 
quisite for  a  proper  understanding  of  the  same,  and 
the  Committee  having  the  subject  in  charge,  after 
thoroughly  considering  investigating  the  plans  ^ 
came  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  one  presented  by 
Mr.  Renwick  was  the  most  complete,  and  embod- 
ied a  better  and  more  perfect  system  of  ventilation 
than  any  other,  and  unanimously  recommended  it 
to  the  Board,  and  at  a  meeting  held  March  9  it  was 
adopted,  dispensing  with  the  north  front  Veran- 
dahs. 

The  work  was  immediately  commenced,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Architect  and  D.  W.  C. 
Weeks,  Superintendent,  and  has  proceeded  in  a 
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satisfactory  manner,  the  stone  required  for  the 
same  being  quarried  on  the  Island,  and  the  rough 
work  performed  by  the  Convicts  at  the  Peniten- 
tiary. The  Contract  for  the  Carpenters'  work  has 
been  awarded  to  John  S.  Meyer,  at  $45,750,  and 
for  the  Iron  work  to  J.  B.  &  W.  W.  Cornell,  at 
$18,364,  the  Mason  work  being  done  by  Mechan- 
ics from  the  City.  The  address  delivered  on  lay- 
ing the  Corner  Stone,  on  the  22d  July,  by  Wash- 
ington Smith,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Board,  is 
hereto  appended. 

The  erection  of  the  new  Wing  of  the  Peniten- 
tiary has  progressed  to  nearly  completion,  and 
will  materially  relieve  the  present  prison  from  its 
over-crowded  condition.  The  amount  expended 
to  this  time  being  $20,908  52. 

The  contemplated  enlargement  of  the  Lunatic 
Asylum  on  BlacIwelPs  Island  will  be  commenced 
at  an  early  period,  the  pressing  necessity  of  in- 
creased accommodation  for  the  inmates  demand- 
ing prompt  action,  and  the  erection  of  a  new  Wing 
for  that  object  will  be  urged  to  a  speedy  comple- 
tion.   The  present  building  was  constructed  to 
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accommodate  450  inmates,  and  the  number  at  this 
time  is  658,  and  beds  are  required  to  be  laid  nightly 
on  the  floors  of  the  Corridors  of  the  Lodge  Build- 
ing, intended  for  the  violent  and  excitable  alone. 

The  extension  of  the  Nursery  Hospital  on  Ran- 
dall's Island  is  required  for  increased  accommoda- 
tions for  the  proper  medical  treatment  of  sick 
children.  The  plans  and  specifications  have  been 
presented,  and  application  made  for  the  sum  of 
$10,000,  to  carry  out  the  improvement. 

The  subject  of  the  expediency  of  organizing  a 
Home  for  foundlings,  and  the  want  of  suitable  pro- 
vision for  the  care  of  infants  abandoned  to  the 
Alms  House  Department,  having  had  the  serious 
and  deliberate  consideration  of  the  Committee  on 
Out-Door  Poor,  they  presented  to  the  Board  their 
report,  through  Governor  Townsend,  their  Chair- 
man, and  which  is  hereto  annexed. 

The  general  condition  of  the  several  institutions 
under  charge  of  the  Governors  meets  with  their 
approbation,  the  administration  of  their  affairs  by 
the  several  heads  merits  our  commendation,  and  the 
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progressive  improvement  of  the  grounds,  building 
sea-wall,  and  other  measures  necessary  for  the 
proper  care  of  the  inmates,  enables  them  to  pro- 
vide for  all  who,  either  from  poverty,  sickness  or 
misfortune,  become  recipients  of  the  Charity  of  the 
City. 

The  transcript  from  the  Books,  showing  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Department,  with  the  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements  on  account  of  the  several 
departments,  are  herewith  submitted,  also  the  fol- 
lowing comparative  statement  of  the  number  in  the 
several  institutions  on  the  last  Saturday  of  1856, 
1857,  1858. 


1856 

1857 

1858 

Bellevue  Hospital 

629 

857 

826 

Lunatic  Asylum 

597 

627 

658 

Alms  House 

1445 

1562 

1701 

Penitentiary 

534 

715 

765 

Island  Hosp'l  from  Peniten'y 

5 

1 

0 

"            Work  House 

287 

394 

320 

"            Alms  House 

38 

46 

79 

Work  House 

709 

1251 

903 

Small  Pox  Hospital 

12 

22 

7 
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1856 

1857 

1858 

Kandall's  Island  . 

b26 

1073 

-1  i~vr»  -I 

1031 

LL                 XT              '  i.  1 

"       Hospital  . 

202 

289 

242 

City  Prison 

A  AO 

40o 

4oU 

becond  District  Prison 

4 

12 

9 

Third       "  " 

.  10 

20 

17 

Colored  Home 

245 

242 

332 

Colored  Orphan  Asylum 

.  180 

180 

180 

Children  at  Nurse 

184 

204 

209 

City  Cemetery 

0 

21 

12 

6224 

7919 

7813 

WASHINGTON  SMITH, 

President. 

Anthony  Dugro, 

Secretary, 
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f a^ing  €oxmx  ^im  of  |slanlr  fos^iial 

ON  BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND, 

DELITERED  BY 

WASHINGTON  SMITH,  ESQ., 
President  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Alms  House. 


Gentlemen  of  the  City  Government  and  Fellow  Citizens: 

By  no  self-imposed  task,  but  by  Kesolution"  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  the  Alms  House,  I  present  myself 
before  you  to-day,  to  say  a  few  words  on  this  interesting 
occasion.  The  duty  of  addressing  you  could  no  doubt 
have  been  much  more  ably  performed  by  many  of  my 
associates  than  myself ;  I  now  appear  before  you  on  their 
behalf  to  welcome  you  here. 

It  is  generally  expected  on  occasions  of  this  nature  that 
some  official  explanation  should  be  made  of  the  objects  of 
the  edifice  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect,  not  only  to  en- 
lighten those  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  public  institutions 
of  our  day,  but  that  when  we  shall  have  passed  from  the 
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stage  of  life,  future  generations  will  derive  such,  know- 
ledge as  will  mark  with  interest  the  spirit  of  our  age,  with 
the  ivork  of  our  hands. 

In  these  e^ddences  of  our  time  whicli  we  liave  deposit- 
ed under  this  corner  stone,  we  include  among  other 
and  perhaps  more  important  records,  those  which  more 
especially  regard  the  Board  of  Ten  Governors,  and  such 
proceedings  of  the  Alms  House  Department  as  could  be 
gathered  from  the  various  governments  which  preceded 
its  present  organization. 

Having  disposed  of  the  usual  forms  of  the  occasion,  I 
may  be  permitted  to  present  some  information  covering 
the  length,  breadth,  height  and  capacit}^  of  the  structure 
about  to  be  erected,  with  all  the  details  of  design  and  im- 
provement which  have  been  suggested  by  Mr.  Eenwick, 
the  architect,  matured  by  the  Committee  and  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Governors.  In  the  consideration  of  the  plans 
presented,  it  has  been  the  design  of  the  Board  to  unite 
simplicity  and  solidity,  with  convenience  and  a  proper 
economy. 

The  building  is  to  be  three  and  a  half  stories  high,  with 
a  steep  roof,  by  which  means  there  is  a  gain  at  a  small  ex- 
pense, of  a  full  hospital  story,  16  feet  high,  lighted  by 
windows  between  the  .cornice  and  dormers  above  the  cor- 
nice.   The  basement  arrangements  appear  to  be  complete. 
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The  height  of  ceilings  of  1st  and  2d  stories  is  14  feet ;  3d 
story  16  feet. 

On  each  story  of  each  wing  there  will  be,  in  the  centre 
building,  three  wards,  each  capable  of  containing  20 
patients  ;  and  two  wards,  in  the  wings  or  transverse  ends, 
each  capable  of  containing  32  or  24  patients,  as  may  be 
decided  upon.  Each  ward  to  be  provided  with  a  single 
bedroom  for  particular  cases;  two  Avater-closets,  to  be 
separated  by  wells  of  sky -lights  from  the  building  proper. 
There  will  be  two  principal  stairways  and  two  hoistways, 
for  patients.  Bells  and  speaking-tubes  will  be  carried 
from  each  ward  to  the  rooms  of  the  medical  staff  in  tliird 
story  of  centre  building,  and  a  speaking  tube  from  the 
third  story  of  main  building  to  the  office  and  bedroom  of 
the  resident  physician. 

The  number  of  patients  that  can  be  accommodated  with- 
out inconvenience  will  be  as  follows  : 

4  wards  in  basement,  24  each,  .  -  -  96 
6     "        1st  story,  20  -       -       -  120 

4  2d     "    24     "         -       -  96 

  216 

Wards  in  second  and  third  stories,         -  432 


In  all,  744 

The  \^'ards  are  all  laid  out  upon  a  plan  adopted  by  a 
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commission  in  France,  after  an  examination  of  tlie  princi- 
pal hospitals  in  Europe. 

It  is  proposed  to  adopt  tke  general  principle  of  ventila- 
tion of  the  La  Eeboissiere  Hospital,  of  Paris,  now  con- 
sidered the  best  in  Europe.  A  general  fresh  air  conductor, 
fed  by  a  blower  from  a  raised  air  chimney  outside  the 
building,  is  carried  underneath  the  basement  floor ;  from 
this,  vertical  supply  tubes,  diminishing  in  the  area  as  they 
rise,  distribute  the  fresh  air  in  summer  and  the  heated 
fresh  air  in  the  winter  to  each  ward,  bath  room  and  closet. 

The  wards  are  supplied  by  horizontal  tubes,  with  verti- 
cal pedestals.  In  each  ward  these  pedestals  are  covered 
by  perforated  plates  of  metal.  The  foul  air  is  conveyed 
from  over  every  two  beds  of  each  ward  by  pipes  of  glazed 
earthenware,  to  the  top  of  the  wall,  where  they  are  con- 
ducted to  the  foul  air  chimneys  by  tubes  of  metal.  The 
circulation  is  produced  by  coils  of  steam  pipes  or  stoves, 
in  the  foul  air  chimneys.  The  heavier  gases  are  taken 
through  openings  made  around  the  bases  of  the  rooms. 
It  is  proposed  to  force  river  and  fresh  water  into  tanks 
under  the  roof  by  the  same  engine  which  drives  the 
blower,  and  to  have  hot  and  cold  water  tanks  at  regular 
distances  over  the  water-closets  and  baths. 

The  outside  walls  to  be  constructed  of  rubble  stone 
masonry,  with  hammer-dressed  or  pointed  corners.  The 
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outside  walls  to  have  an  eight-incli  air  space,  and  four 
incli  inner,  or  furring  wall,  of  brick,  inside  of  the  exterior 
stone  work. 

The  necessity  of  this  important  structure  all  understand 
and  assent  to,  who  know  anything  of  the  large  number  of 
dependants  who  are  thrown  upon  our  public  charity. 

The  history  of  the  hospital  on  Blackwell's  Island  need 
not  be  sought  for  in  dusty  archives  of  the  past.  The 
commencement  lives  in  the  memory  of  many  who  are  now 
present.  About  thirty  years  ago  the  Penitentiary  was 
erected  on  this  Island,  and  one  of  its  rooms  (the  same  one 
now  appropriated  for  the  medical  treatment  of  convicts) 
was  set  apart  as  the  penitentiary  hospital  for  male  patients. 
Midway  between  this  spot  on  which  we  are  now  standing 
and  the  beautiful  structure  on  the  south  point  of  the  Is- 
land, close  to  the  western  shore,  stood  some  two-story 
frame  buildings,  which  were  appropriated  for  the  fe- 
male patients.  Before  the  above-mentioned  accommoda- 
tions were  set  apart  for  that  purpose,  all  invalids  were 
treated  at  the  Alms  House,  in  the  Park,  or  at  Bellevue 
Hospital,  and  my  friends,  the  doctors,  can  doubtless  recol- 
lect the  time  when  the  physician  who  had  charge  here 
would  leave  the  latter  place  each  morning  for  the  Island, 
pay  his  round  of  visits,  and  return  to  Bellevue  with  a 
sharpened  appetite  for  dinner. 
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In  tlie  year  1848,  cluriDg  tlie  administration  of  Moses 
G.  Leonard,  Commissioner  of  the  Alms  House,  at  that 
time  acting  under  the  Common  Council  of  the  citj,  the 
late  Penitentiary  Hospital  was  commenced,  and  completed 
the  following  year  (1849),  at  which  time  the  Board  of  Ten 
Governors  was  called  into  existence. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  1851,  the  Board  of  Governors, 
by  resolution,  appointed  a  commission  to  examine  into, 
and  report  upon  its  condition,  arrangement  and  strength. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  on  that  commis- 
sion :  John  He  .  Lamater,  Thomson  Price,  Martin  E. 
Thompson  and  William  Tucker.  After  a  careful  and 
thorough  examination  of  the  building,  they  reported  that 
the  building  had  been  erected  "  in  the  most  reckless  and 
careless  manner,  and,  as  a  public  building,  a  reproach  to 
any  city." 

Those  of  you,  gentlemen,  who  have  been  connected 
with  the  Alms  House  Department,  or  who  have  perused 
the  records  of  its  proceedings,  can  bear  witness  to  the  fact, 
that  the  building  was  most  faulty,  alike  in  its  plan  and  in 
its^ construction.  It  was  presented  as  dangerous  by  grand 
juries  of  the  city,  complained  of  as  insufficient  and  un- 
healthy by  our  medical  advisers,  and  by  every  member  of 
the  profession  Avhose  duties  led  him  into  its  wards.  And 
it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that,  in  the  eight  years  it  was 
standing,  it  cost  more  for  alterations  and  repairs  than  the 
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original  outlay  for  erection.  Such  was  tlie  condition  of 
tlie  building.  So  great  was  the  dissatisfaction  it  gave,  that 
it  was  contemplated  by  many,  and  openly  avowed  by 
some,  that  the  only  means  of  adapting  it  to  hospital  pur- 
poses would  be  to  tear  it  down,  and  erect  a  suitable  build- 
ing on  its  site. 

« 

Accident  prevented  the  accomplishment  of  this  design, 
for  on  the  morning  of  February  13th,  1858,  it  was  des- 
troyed by  fire,  resulting  from  its  faulty  construction  ;  the 
fact  of  which  is  fully  demonstrated  by  the  immediate  fall- 
ing of  its  apparently  massive  walls.  In  all  probability  the 
building  would  have  fallen  down  ere  long,  and  a  fearful 
loss  of  life  must  have  necessarily  ensued.  So  far  as  this 
department  is  concerned,  nothing  has  presented  such 
glaring  evidences  of  deception  and  fraud  as  the  construc- 
tion of  the  hospital,  of  which  the  one  now  in  process  of 
erection  is  to  take  the  place,  and  it  is  the  design  and 
determination  of  the  Board  to  benefit  by  the  knowledge 
of  this  fact.  No  greater  disgrace  can  fall  upon  public 
men  than  that  which  is  brought  upon  them  by  such  a 
misappropriation  of  the  fund  of  charity  as  that  building 
presented. 

During  the  existence  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the 
Alms  House,  in  consequence  of  the  dilapidated  condition 
in  which  they  found  most  of  the  institutions  on  this  Island, 
they  have  been  called  upon  from  time  to  time  to  mak^ 
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great  and  important  improvements,  especially  for  tlie  sick. 
A  large  expenditure  of  money,  and  extensive  alterations 
have  been  made  also  at  Bellevue  Hospital.  It  affords  me 
much  gratification  to  say  that  all  that  has  been  accomplish- 
ed has  been  done  with  economy,  and  with  a  view  to  jper- 
manence  and  propriety. 

Let  me  return  to  this  Island  again,  the  scene  of  our 
present  labors.  Having  demolished  the  old  wooden 
shanties  which  bordered  this  beautiful  Island  for  so  long  a 
time,  and  erected  in  their  place  substantial  and  permanent 
buildings,  reflecting  credit  upon  the  department,  and  doing 
honor  to  the  liberality  of  our  city  government,  at  the  same 
time  improving  and  ornamenting  this  New  York  Garden 
of  Charity. 

In  moving  forward  in  the  affairs  of  this  department,  it 
may  be  well  for  us  and  our  constituents  to  retrospect  our 
labors.  The  gentlemen  who  have  devoted  their  time^  their 
talents^  and  their  unpaid  and  charitable  services  (many  of 
them  for  years),  are  in  the  attitude  of  defiance,  so  far  as 
their  fidelity  and  integrity  is  concerned,  and  may,  in  my 
humble  judgment,  be  allowed  to  express  themselves  thank- 
ful, at  least,  that  they  have  not  fallen  into  the  pit  of  ex- 
travagance and  waste,  which  has  so  mournfully  blackened 
our  city's  record. 

•  I  trust,  in  building  this  noble  structure,  the  same  interest 
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which  is  now  felt  in  its  erection  may  be  continued  to  its 
completion,  the  same  caution  wliicli  has  marked  the  action 
of  the  Board  in  its  labors  upon  this  Island,  and'the  same 
interest  felt  and  exhibited  by  the  officers  whose  duty  it  is 
to  look  after  the  great  and  growing  interest  committed  to 
our  charge,  will  continue  to  be  observed.  '  By  the  end  of 
1859  we  hope  to  complete  this  important  work,  and  with 
sorrow  and  sadness  we  look  forward  to  its  occupation. 

Important  and  unexpected  changes  must  be  wrought  in 
the  habits  of  those  who  habitually  become  inmates  of  our 
hospitals,  or  the  new  building  will  soon  present  a  mass  of 
poor  humanity,  dependent  for  all  there  is  of  hope  and  com- 
fort upon  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  save  life,  and  strive  to 
ease  the  bed  of  pain  and  death. 

It  is  true  that  many,  perhaps  most,  of  those  who  seek  a 
refuge  in  the  Island  Hospital "  are  victims  of  pollution, 
brought  on  by  lives  of  shame  and  crime,  and  perhaps  have 
not  so  great  a  claim  upon  our  charity  as  those  whose  m^s- 
fortunes  have  made  them  its  inmates.  We  can  feel  no 
great  satisfaction  in  looking  over  these  plans  and  provid- 
ing for  many  of  this  class  of  our  patients,  for  they  abuse 
their  friends,  disgrace  their  relatives,  and  wilfully  prosti- 
tute the  provisions  of  charity.  Their  lives  are  marked  by 
no  effort  to  improve  their  condition,  or  encourage  those 
who  administer  to  their  necessities.  Their  example  is  full 
of  deadly  poison,  and  their  claim  to  kindness  and  con- 
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sideration  almost  entirely  lost.  It  lias  long  been  a  matter 
of  deep  solicitude  on  the  part  of  tlie  Governors  to  separate 
the  most  depraved  from  the  more  yonthfal  and  less  offend- 
ing, and  the  classification  is  to  a  great  extent  kept  up.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  construction  of  this  new  building 
will  permit  a  full  and  complete  organization,  covering 
those  points  to  the  greatest  extent. 

Happily  for  us,  however,  and  for  mankind  generally ^ 
that  with  the  recklessness  and  criminal  persistence  of  this 
class  of  our  inmates,  there  are  to  be  found,  even  on  Blach- 
vjelVs  Island^  some  bright  and  telling  spots. 

Misfortune,  in  its  most  interesting  form  and  purity  finds 
here  a  home  of  comfort  and  relief,  when  all  other  doors 
are  closed  against  it ;  and  many  a  heart  is  warmed  into 
rejoicing  under  the  roof  of  this  Island  Hospital. 

These  are  the  children  of  trouble, 'whose  real  distress  and 
real  claim  to  our  efforts  to  save,  carry  with  them  an  en- 
couragement that  tolerates  the  less  deserving,  and  encour- 
ages men  to  free  charitable  service. 

It  is  our  purpose,  gentlemen,  to  make  this  institution 
what  it  ought  to  be — such  as  commends  itself  to  the  re- 
quirements of  a  large  and  liberal  city ;  bearing  in  mind 
always  that,  to  accomplish  our  end  we  must  watch  its 
progress,  and  hold  our  officers  to  a  strict  account.  The 
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chief  responsibility  rests  upon  the  Governors ;  the  direct  effi- 
ciency and  care  npon  the  medical  head  of  the  institution, 
in  whom  the  Board  has  the  fullest  confidence. 

To  that  point  we  look  ;  and  whoever  fills  that  important 
position  will  be  called  upon  to  give  a  strict  account  of  his 
labors,  and  we  trust  the  future  will  fully  sustain  the  past 
reputation  acquired  at  that  responsible  post. 

Experience  in  tihe  government  of  charitable  institutions 
teaches  the  absolute  necessity  of  constant  vigilance  on  the 
pai't  of  the  officers  employed.  We  may  all  of  us,  with 
great  propriety  look  upon  every  class  of  these  inmates  as 
mere  children^  each  and  all  of  whom  require  the  attention 
of  discreet  and  faithful  Governors, 

Gentlemen,  having  united  with  you  in  this  ceremony, 
with  this  expression  of  my  best  wishes  for  the  successful 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  this  Island,  permit  me  to  say, 
that  I  trust  every  effi)rt  in  our  power  will  be  made  for  the 
good  government,  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  city  we 
are  appointed  to  serve,  and  when  our  time  in  its  service 
shall  have  expired,  that  better  men  may  be  called  to  fill 
the  responsible  places  which  are  filled  by  us  to-day. 

There  can  be  nothing  gained  by  unfaithful  public  ser- 
vice anywhere,  nor  can  men  serving  with  fidelity  expect 
acknowledgments  for  it,  much  beyond  their  own  con- 
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science.  But  one  satisfaction  is  always  within  their  grasp  ; 
let  that  be  ours :  let  us  satisfy  ourselves  that  we  have 
honestly  and  faithfully  performed  the  trust  we  have  ac- 
cepted, and  sworn  to  perform.  When  we  have  done  this, 
we  shall  find  ourselves  blest  from  portal  to  portal,  by  the 
just  (if  not  by  the  unjust),  and  in  the  end  repose  in  peace 
and  honor. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SELECT  COMMITTEE, 

Appointed  March  17,  1857,  by  the 

3Jnarir  af  (InntrnnrH  nf  tjiE  Sims  l^mm, 

NEW-YORK, 

DEPUTED  TO  INVESTIGATE  THE  CLAIMS  OF  THE  CITT  TO 


THE  INSTITUTION,  AND  ERECTION  OF  A 


FOTJNDLINa  HOSFITi^L, 

And  presented  hj  the  said  Committee. 


512Ef)0ttas,  Owing  to  the  want  of  suitable  provision 
for  the  care  of  infants  who  are  abandoned  to  the  Alms 
House  Department,  and  the  serious  responsibility  and  care 
arising  from  the  imperfect  system  in  placing  them  at 
nurse,  in  all  parts  of  the  City,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Out  Door  Poor  report 
to  this  Board  upon  the  expediency  of  organizing  a  Home 
for  Foundlings,  for  the  care  of  infants  thrown  upon  or 
abandoned  to  this  Department,  and  that  the  Committee  be 
instructed  to  ascertain  how  similar  institutions  in  Europe 
are  arranged  and  managed,  with  such  other  information  as 
may  be  useful  to  its  proper  organization  :  and  also  to 
report  on  the  expediency  of  an  advisory  directory  of  be- 
nevolent ladies,  who  would  act  as  a  Consulting  Board  in 
the  care  and  management  of  the  institution. 

Adopted  March  17,  1857. 

Committee  on  Out  Door  Poor^ 

Governors  Townsend,  Smith,  Dugro. 


The  Committee  appointed  under  the  Resolution  passed 
March  17,  1857,  suhmit  the  followirig 
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It  is  a  singular  fact  in  the  history  of  the  human  species, 
that  infanticide  and  desertion  of  new-born  children  have 
prevailed  from  the  earliest  ages;  and  even  now  charac- 
terize, with  greater  or  less  prevalency,  ever}^  nation — 
civilized  or  uncivilized — upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 

The  sacred  historian  almost  at  the  opening  of  his  narra- 
tive of  the  infancy  of  the  world,  presents  us  with  a  touch- 
ing picture,  illustrative  of  this  statement  A  mother 
leaves  her  first-born — her  only  son — in  the  wilderness  to 
die:  And  she  went,  and  sat  her  down  over  against  him 
a  good  way  off,  for  she  said — let  me  not  see  the  death  of  the 
child.  And  she  sat  over  against  him,  and  lifted  up  her  voice 
and  wepty    Genesis  xxi:  16. 

We  have  to  do  with  human  nature  as  we  find  it.  And 
to  adapt  our  expedients  for  its  amelioration,  so  as  most 
accurately  to  meet  evils  as  they  exist.  It  were  better 
if  many  of  them  could  be  utterly  extirpated.  But  that 
cannot  be.  Such  is  the  constitution  of  our  being  that, 
there  are  some  which  will  remain  permanent;  for  the 
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poor,"  and  the  miserable  victims  of  the  vices  of  each 
other,  "  we  have  always  with  us/^ 

However,  there  is  much  of  suffering  that  is  at  least  sus- 
ceptible of  diminution.  The  consequences  of  human 
weakness  admit  of  a  sympathy  that  is  closely  related 
to  the  moral  elevation  of  those  who  have  been  practically 
taught  the  inseparable  connection  between  crime  and 
wretchedness.  The  effects  upon  society  may  be  mitigated 
and  restrained,  so  as  to  lessen  the  sum  total  of  painful 
results. 

Hospitals  for  deserted  infants  fall  under  this  category. 

They  are  not  necessarily  devoted  exclusively  to  the  re- 
ception of  illegitimate  infants  who  have  been  abandoned 
by  shameless  mothers,  or  by  women  whose  sense  of  shame 
and  fear  of  exposure,  or  of  injury  to  character,  have 
driven  to  denial  of  the  first  feelings  of  maternity.  We 
have  sad  proof  that,  as  the  exceptional  instance,  a  mother 
can  "  forget  her  sucking  child."  Pride,  and  a  thousand 
motives  of  worldly  selfishness  are  sometimes  sufficient  to 
destroy  and  obliterate  all  traces  of  the  instinctive  tender- 
ness of  a  mother's  heart.  But,  besides  these  cases — sud- 
den emergency — the  pressure  of  immediate  and  unprotect- 
ed poverty — the  desertion  of  a  husband,  and  other  name- 
less causes — often  render  an  asylum  extremely  desirable 
even  for  infants  at  the  tenderest  age. 
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Some  of  these  children  may  be  orphans.  A  great  pro- 
portion are  so.  Infants  so  circumstanced  are  best  cared 
for  when  placed  among  other  infants,  and  committed  to 
the  charge  of  nurses  especially  devoted  and  fitted  for  the 
task. 

In  this  connection,  very  gladly  we  remark,  that  all  the 
children  admitted  into  the  largest  infant  asylum  in  the 
world,  namely,  that  at  Paris,  are  not  illegitimate.  In 
fact,  a  considerable  portion  of  them  are  the  offspring  of 
parents  of  correct  habits — that  is,  generally  correct — cor- 
rect in  other  respects,  but  too  poor  or  too  sensitive  as 
to  their  sudden  poverty,  and  the  consequences  of  the 
change  upon  their  children,  to  contemplate  the  responsi- 
bility of  bringing  them  up. 

And  is  it  not  in  the  recollection  of  many  of  us,  that  not 
long  ago  a  woman  in  this  city  destroyed  her  children,  and 
then  destroyed  herself  from  this  very  apprehension?  In- 
stances of  parents,  even,  nay  mostly,  of  mothers,  murder- 
ing their  helpless  little  ones,  and  next  committing  suicide 
from  the  misery  of  the  contemplation  of  approaching 
want,  are  unfortunately  by  no  means  uncommon  amongst 
us. 

One  thing  is  certain.  The  crime  of  infanticide,  so  fre- 
quent in  some  of  the  larger  cities  of  France,  is  rarely 
heard  of  in  Paris,  the  locality  of  a  liberally  endowed, 
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foundling  charity.  The  vile  occupation  of  the  abortion- 
ist," to  which,  in  New- York,  both  men  and  women  lend 
themselves  unblushinglj,  is  almost  unknown  both  in 
Paris  and  London.  The  ill-concealed,  well  understood, 
and  disgraceful  "  advertisements"  of  such  blots  ujoon  our 
common  humanit}",  do  not  defile  the  metropolitan,  much 
less  the  provincial  newspapers  either  of  England  or  of 
France.  Such  wretches  find  in  those  cities  comparatively 
no  occupation. 

How  is  it  with  the  inhabitants  of  New- York  to  whom 
the  daily  newspaper  is  an  inseparable  want  of  their  exist- 
ence ;  finding  its  way  alike  to  the  eye  of  the  tempted  and 
suffering — the  morally  contaminated,  and  those  to  whom 
pollution,  at  first  disgusting,  becomes  ultimately  familiar? 
Scarcely  a  month  passes  without  the  public  record  of  the 
implication,  not  of  some  ignorant  midwife  to  procure 
abortion — but  of  a  creature  walking  erect  like  a  man- 
a  "  physician,"  and  more  than  this — mostly  successful  in 
proving  himself  a  legitimate,  though  a  most  eminently 
disgraceful  member  of  some  recognized  medical  college. 
On  this  subject,  we  may  fortify  our  position  by  quoting 
the  admission  (or  more  correctly  the  unqualified  and 
unsolicited  statement)  made  very  lately  by  a  highly 
eminent  member  of  the  medical  profession  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Board  of  Councilmen  of  this  city — to  the  ef- 
fect, that  within  his  own  knowledge,  there  was  scarcely  a 
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single  practitioner  who  had  not  been  (some  of  them  re- 
peatedly) required  or  solicited  to  procure  abortion  ;  and 
that,  too,  by  parties  well  able  to  remunerate  a  needy  and 
struggling  surgeon  or  physician  for  such  prostitution  of 
his  anatomical  knowledge  and  mechanical  dexterity.  And 
that  it  was  chiefly  when  from  the  absence  of  such  knowl- 
edge the  operation  failed  in  its  bungling  execution,  the 
public  ear  became  shocked  by  the  revelation  of  an  iniquity 
too  often  and  successfully  concealed  by  the  instrumental- 
ity of  an  operation  not  really  difficult  or  even  dangerous 
to  the  mother  if  skilfully  perpetrated. 

The  annual  expenses  of  the  Hospital  in  Paris,  for  the 
year  1840,  amounted  to  1,618,974  francs:  or,  divided  by 
five,  about  323,794  dollars.  An  insignificant  sum,  if  con- 
trasted with  the  amount  of  child  murder  and  national 
crime  by  that  outlay  prevented. 

Of  course,  the  institution  has  its  staff  of  medical  at- 
tendants and  government  inspectors.  How  far  its  ex- 
pense is  covered  by  its  utility,  even  as  a  medical  school 
for  the  treatment  and  study  of  infantile  diseases,  is  a  ques- 
tion of  great  public  and  philanthropic  importance. 

There  is  a  special  reason  why  the  City  of  New- York, 
now  rapidly  rising  into  importance  (even  merely  with 
reference  to  the  amount  of  its  population),  should  not  be 
deprived  of  the  advantages,  if  any,  derivable  from  the 
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formation  of  hospitals  for  deserted  infants,  similar  to  those 
institutions  which  have  existed  for  nearly  two  centuries  in 
the  capital  and  provincial  cities  of  France,  England,  Kus- 
sia,  Italy,  Austria,  and  other  nations  of  the  old  world. 
That  special  reason  may  be  thus  stated : 

The  population  of  those  cities  is  more  or  less  fixed  and 
stationary.  The  ties  of  civilized  life  are  closer.  There 
are  few  of  the  inhabitants  who  have  not  friends  more  or 
less  near  at  hand  to  supply  their  own  lack  of  care  or  abil- 
ity to  attend  to  their  offspring,  or  to  regard  them  when 
death  has  deprived  childhood  of  its  natural  protector. 

But  with  us  the  case  is  widely  different.  New- York 
is  a  city  of  strangers  accidentally  thrown  together  upon 
the  mere  threshold  of  a  wide,  and  to  them,  unknown  con- 
tinent. Upon  that  threshold  multitudes  linger.  Many 
are  only  recently  arrived,  and  of  those  who  have  taken  up 
their  residence  in  the  city,  in  numberless  instances,  it  is 
only  until  arrangements  can  be  made  for  a  home  for  life  in 
some  distant  locality  in  the  heart  of  our  vast  continent. 

Thus  is  our  population  in  New-York,  essentially 
migratory.  Not  only  is  the  idea  of  home  one  that  fails  to 
be  realized,  but  there  is  the  absence  of  the  realization  of 
all  the  duties  and  obligations  to  society  which  the  estab- 
lishment and  maintenance  of  a  home  requires,  imposes 
and  secures.    The  family  relation  is  not  felt  to  be  es- 
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sential;  and  where  domestic  comforts  are  disregarded, 
and  a  selfish  spirit  of  independence  and  isolation  is  cher- 
ished, it  is  manifest  that  the  duties  imposed  bj  that  re- 
lation will,  if  possible,  be  regarded  with  a  contemptuous 
desire  to  evade  and  escape  the  obligation.  The  sense 
of  moral  responsibility  becomes  blunted  when  either  sex 
is  called  to  exercise  a  new  duty,  as  the  consequence  of 
either  natural  or  illicit  sexual  indulgence — the  unsettled 
predicament  of  our  population  produces,  and  next  con- 
firms the  disregard  of  the  claims  or  opinions  of  that  por- 
tion of  society  among  which,  for  a  time,  many  are  mov 
ing; — contempt,  either  for  the  respect  of  the  world,  should 
that  stand  in  the  way  of  what  seems  for  immediate  in- 
terest and  advantage  :— these  things  are  inseparable  from 
the  character  and  condition  of  society  in  New-York. 
And  this  is  a  state  of  things  which  render  the  barriers  of 
public  opinion  against  crime  far  more  easy  of  violation  in 
this  city  than  in  those  cities  of  older  countries  where 
society  is  so  differently  constituted  and  related. 

These  things  are  so.  But  do  they  establish  any  reasor 
why,  upon  innocent,  unoffending  childhood,  the  whole 
crushing  weight  of  their  consequences,  without  mitigation, 
should  be  allowed  to  fall?  Because  desertion  of  children 
is  practically  so  easy  here,  and  because  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  infants  in  every  coming  century  are,  and 
must  be,  necessarily,  the  victims  of  the  accidents  to  which 


a  rapidly  maving  population  are  subjected,  do  we  not,  or 
ought  we  not,  to  find  in  this  a  sufficient  and  even  an  ad- 
ditional reason  for  the  establishment  of  Foundling  and 
Orphan  Asylums?  If  necessary  in  the  old  world,  and  in 
a  less  agitated  state  of  society,  da  not  the  reasons  which 
appeal  to  our  judgment  on  every  hand  render  them  here 
peculiarly  indispensable  ? 

The  Foundling  Hospital  in  Paris  dates  fram  the  year 
1620.  From  that  time  up  to  the  year  180T,  or  50  years 
ago,  it  had  received  nearly  half  a  million  of  infants,  or, 
accurately,  464^268  in  187  years,  which  would  be  at  the 
rate  of  2,484  each  year.  The  population  not  having  been 
stationary  or  progressive  at  a  similar  ratio  during  the  in- 
terval, the  calculation  is  inapplicable  to  the  present  day. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  France,  the  number  of  found- 
lings in  1784  was  more  than  40,000.  In  1798  it  was  more 
than  51,000,  and  so  lately  as  1822  it  was  138,500,  distrib- 
uted of  course  through  the  metropolitan  and  provincial 
hospitals.  From  the  prize  essay  of  Monsieur  Benoiston 
DE  Chateaunouf  on  this  subject  entitled  "  Considerations 
sur  les  Enfants  Trouves  dans  les  prinaipaux  etais  de  VUu- 
Tope^''  published  in  1824,  it  appears  that  the  number  o-f 
foundlings  had  increased  during  the  previous  49  years  in 
almost  all  European  countries,  but  in  the  greatest  propor- 
tion in  France ;  a  circumstance  not  unlikely  when  it  is 
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considered  that  it  embraces  the  stormy  period  of  the  Rev- 
olution. 

From  other  and  correct  authorities,  we  ascertain  that 
the  whole  number  of  children  of  all  ages  at  present  under 
the  care  of  this  hospital,  is  no  less  than  sixteen  thousand. 
The  building  now  in  use  was  formerly  occupied  as  a  con- 
vent. The  original  founder  of  the  institution  was  the 
philanthropic  St.  Yincent  de  Paule,  who  by  great  exer- 
tion and  personal  sacrifices,  at  length  succeeded  in  estab- 
lishing the  hospital  on  a  firm  basis. 

Here  all  foundlings  and  orphans,  luithout  distinction^  are 
received.  They  are  kept  for  ten  days,  when,  if  in  health, 
they  are  sent  to  the  country  to  be  nursed.  If  sick,  they 
remain  until  fit  to  be  sent.  No  stipulation  appears  to  be 
enforced,  that  none  but  healthy  children  shall  be  offered. 
In  this  respect  the  designation  is  correct  that  regards  the 
asylum  as  a  hospital.  There  are,  on  an  average,  always 
about  300  children  in  the  building,  and  the  yearhj  recep- 
tions amount  to  nearly  4,000.  These  infants  are  received 
both  directly  and  indirectly.  Such  mothers,  or  relatives 
as  choose  to  do  so,  can  take  them  themselves,  and,  having 
them  registered,  can  see  such  marks  put  on  them  as  shall 
enable  them,  at  any  future  period,  to  recognize  and  claim 
their  offspring,  should  they  desire  to  do  so. 
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Others  again  are  sent  from  the  Lying-in  Hospital  of  the 
Ilaternite,^^  where  they  are  born  of  mothers  who  die  in 
giving  them  birth,  or  who  are  too  poor  to  bring  them  up. 

By  far  the  largest  number,  however,  are  secretly  con- 
veyed to  the  hospital  and  deposited  in  a  box  called  "  le 
tour,"  which  is  fixed  in  a  wall  of  the  building  and  which 
turns  on  a  pivot. 

The  children  are  brought  and  deposited  there  by  their 
parents,  and  a  slidinsr  door  on  the  outside  being  with- 
drawn, the  infant  is  easily  placed  in  the  box.  After  this, 
the  door  being  closed  by  the  person  who  has  thus  deposited 
the  baby,  he  or  she  rings  a  small  bell  communicating  with 
the  porters'  lodge  and  leaves  the  place.  The  moment  the 
bell  rings,  the  nurses  on  duty  go  to  the  tour,"  and  re- 
moving the  infant,  place  the  box  in  its  original  position, 
ready  for  the  reception  of  another. 

As  many  as  ten  or  twelve  are  received  in  this  way 
every  night. 

As  to  the  interior  managements; — the  hospital  contains 
four  principal  wards,  all  of  which  are  very  commodious. 
That  on  the  first  floor  is  the  largest,  and  are  destined  for 
children  that  are  in  perfect  health.  Those  up  stairs  are 
destined  for  children  that  are  sick,  and  are  divided  inta 
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medical  and  surgical  wards.  Each  ward  is  supplied  with 
a  sister  of  charity,  and  nurses  under  her  in  numbers  suffi- 
cient to  allow  one  for  every  six  children ;  and  these  are 
replaced  by  others  at  night,  so  that  the  number  on  duty 
is  always  the  same.  The  furniture  is  simple,  but  neat. 
The  bedsteads,  or  cribs,  are  all  single  an^  constructed  of 
iron,  garnished  with  very  comfortable  little  beds  and 
white  curtains.  Each  one  is  numbered,  has  a  ticket  with 
the  date  of  the  occupant's  birth,  and  (should  the  person 
who  sent  it  have  designated  one  for  it,)  its  name.  There 
is  a  large  fire-place  in  each  ward  before  which  the  infants 
are  washed  and  dressed,  and  a  padded  shelf  in  front  of  it, 
on  which  they  are  allowed  to  remain  for  some  little  time 
to  get  warm  before  being  again  placed  in  their  little  beds. 

They  are  taken  up  and  fed  once  every  four  hours,  or 
more  frequently  should  the  nurse  think  it  necessarj^  As 
to  their  diet,  it  is  composed  of  milk,  thin  barley,  and  rice 
waters,  and  herb  teas. 

The  mortality  among  children  here  is  very  great,  al- 
though muck  less  than  formerly,  when  it  was  truly  fright- 
ful. 

The  following  table  will  illustrate  the  ratio  of  deaths 
In  1793  there  were  received  3,637  children,  of  whom 
2,425  died. 
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In  1794,  of  8,935,  8,150  died. 
In  1795,  of  3,122,  2,907  died. 

But  in  1837,  of  5,467,  only  1,458  died;  and  in  1810,  of 
4,298,  only  1,117  died. 

Since  1838  the  deaths  have  averaged  only  twenty-five 
])er  cent,  upon  admissions.  As  to  the  diseases  to  which 
this  mortality,  during  the  first  year  of  infant  life,  is  owing, 
the  most  common  are — first,  an  affection  identical  with 
what  is  popularly  known  in  England  and  America  as 
"  thrush,"  or  technically,  "  aphtha  infantum  ;"  the  French 
term  it  "  muguet."  There  is  also  another  ailment  infest- 
ing infants,  known  by  French  pathologists  as  "sclerema;" 
it  appears  to  be  a  species  of  induration  of  the  cellular  tis- 
sue. It  is  attributed,  with  more  or  less  of  truth,  to  a  cause 
sadly  too  common,  namely,  the  supposed  bad  quality  of 
the  milk  with  which  the  institution,  like  some  others,  is 
furnished. 

We  indicate  the  nature  of  these  affections  and  their  as- 
signed cause  for  the  sake  of  observing  in  shelter  of  hos- 
pitals for  children  in  England  and  also  in  America,  that 
there  are  'peculiarities  which  the  Great  Author  of  our  being 
has  attached  to  the  fluid  naturally  destined  to  support  the 
offspring  of  every  living  creature,  and  especially  the  in- 
fant, which  can  never  be  imitated  with  perfect  success,  or 
compensated  by  the  substitution  of  any  seemingly  analo- 
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gous  secretion.  However  rich  and  pure  may  be  the  milk  of 
the  cow  or  of  the  ass,  it  is  not  the  fluid  specifically  destined 
and  fitted  for  the  nutrition  of  children  in  verv  early  in- 
fancy. Habit,  and  the  increasing  power  of  digestion,  which 
is  observable  as  the  human  being  approaches  the  adult 
age,  enable  us  to  dispose  without  difficulty  of  many  hete- 
rogeneous materials.  Not  so  with  the  new-born  infant,  for 
whom  nature  has  made  a  special  and  exclusive  provision, 
namely,  the  mother's  milk,  or  at  least  human  milk.  That 
provision  may  not  be  violated  with  entire  impunity^ 
Every  substitute  is  more  or  less  imperfect,  and  therefore 
to  allege  that  the  milk  of  the  cow  must  necessarily  be 
adulterated,  because  a  child  does  not  thrive  upon  it,  is 
often  not  less  false  in  fact  than  false  in  theory.  We  have 
here  to  contend  with  a  great  disadvantage,  but  shall  not 
mend  the  matter  by  abusing  exclusively  the  milk-man. 
He  may  occasionally  have  recourse  harmlessly  to  the 
pump,  or  inflict  a  direr  mischief  by  injudicious  additions. 
But  this  is  certain — that  however  pure  may  be  the  supply 
furnished  by  him,  the  specific  differences  between  human 
milk  and  that  of  quadrupeds  is  not  without  a  reason  in 
the  separate  adaptation  of  those  fluids  to  the  wants  of  the 
varying  organizations  of  the  different  creatures.  The 
milk  of  herbiferous  feeders  is  naturally  a  better  substitute 
when  given  to  a  calf  or  a  foal,  deprived  of  its  mother, 
than  when  thrust  upon  the  unwilling  lips  of  an  infant. 
The  nicest  application  of  chemical  analysis,  though  it  may 
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not  fail  in  detecting  the  absence  in  proper  proportions  of 
certain  proximate  ingredients,  will  never  accomplish  the 
artificial  addition  of  them  in  so  close  and  intimate  a  form 
of  combination  as,  in  their  elementary  and  natural  state, 
they  exist  in  human  milk.  Every  chemist  knows  that 
addition,  though  it  may  he  mixtare^  is  not  always,  nor 
necessarily  combination.  And  the  absorbent  organs  of  the 
infant,  obviously,  are  more  likely  to  be  disordered  by  any 
imperfect  substitute,  than  by  the  fluid  naturally  and  orig- 
inally by  the  Creator  exclusively  designed  to  come  in 
contact  with  those  organs.  So  much  so,  that  even  the 
milk  of  another  woman  is  frequently  found  to  be  a  bad 
substitute  for  an  infant,  inheriting  of  course  the  constitu- 
tional peculiarities  of  its  own  parent. 

As  in  New  York  and  elsewhere,  so  in  this  Parisian 
hospital,  it  is  observed,  that  "  diarrhoea"  sweeps  off  mul- 
titudes of  infants,  the  same  cause,  the  inferior  quality  of 
the  milk  being  equally  assigned,  when  doubtlessly  in  the 
absence  of  the  mother,  the  use  of  the  best  and  purest 
cow's  milk,  would  have  been  followed  by  nearly,  if  not 
altogether  the  same  results.  The  records  of  private  prac- 
tice, the  convictions  of  every  man  conversant  with  disease. 
Justify  this  view;  however  unnecessary  he  may  deem  it 
to  interfere  in  exploding  the  popular  impression  upon  the 
subject.  Though  more  manageable  if  the  healthy  mother 
nurse  her  infant,  diarrhoea  frequently  destroys  infant  life 
where  the  bad  quality  of  substituted  milk  cannot  be  al- 
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leged  as  the  cause  of  the  mortality,  from  the  fact  of  it  not 
having  been  given. 

Jaundice  is  noticed  as  a  cause  of  mortality  at  Foundling 
Hospitals.  Naturally  so,  the  infants  are  deprived  of  the 
special  remedy.  The  dark  tinge  of  the  skin  of  a  newly 
born  infant  is  not  disease,  but  nevertheless  removable  a 
few  days  after  birth  by  the  peculiar  and  temporarily  ape- 
rient quality  of  the  mother's  milk,  its  specific  action  upon 
tVie  biliary  secretion  soon  disappearing.  Any  farmer 
knows  the  physical  differences  between  the  milk  of  the 
cow,  for  a  few  days  after  calving,  and  its  subsequent 
properties.  So  of  the  human  female, — and  a  most  wise 
and  eminently  natural  provision  it  is,  that  the  first 
draught  of  breast  milk,  operates,  if  not  medicinally  upon 
her  infant,  yet  in  a  way  that  admits  of  no  imitation,  or 
very  imperfectly. 

Another  disease  noticeable  at  these  institutions,  is  "pu- 
rulent inflammation  of  the  eyes,"  exceedingly  common 
everywhere,  the  nurse  commonly  but  erroneously  sup- 
posing the  infant  has  "caught  cold."  This  disease  is  ex- 
ceedingly common  in  the  best  families,  nor  is  it  neces- 
sarily fatal.  It  is  mostly  regarded  by  medical  men  as 
very  manageable  at  the  Lying-in-Hospital  in  Manchester, 
England,  where  hundreds  of  children  are  brought  in  the 
arms  of  their  mothers  for  vaccination  or  for  medical  ad- 
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vice;  tlie  qaestion  has  been  asked  in  numberless  in- 
stances, with  the  view  to  the  verification  of  a  fact, — 
whether  or  no  such  parent  had  been  infected  with  Meu- 
corrhoea,'  vulgarly  known  as  "  the  whites,"  And  in 
nearly  every  case  without  exception,  it  was  found  that 
the  nnother  admitted  it  had  been  so;  the  infant  evidently 
hecomiug  inoculated  during  the  process  of  parturition,  and 
laboring  under  a  malady  (as  we  are  informed)  easily  cura- 
ble by  the  judicious  use  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  injection, 
which  acts  as  a  specific  remedy.  Having  premised  thus 
much  as  to  the  arrangements  of  this  Parisian  hospital,  its 
mortality,  the  reason  falsely  assigned  for  it,  and  the  forms 
of  disease  connected,  as  we  believe,  with  the  absence  of 
natural  nutriment,  we  may  next  advert  to  other  matters. 

We  have  said  that  the  whole  number  of  children  under 
the  care  of  this  institution  is  at  the  present  time  not  fewer 
than  sixteen  thousand.  By  far  the  greater  proportion  of 
these  are  in  the  country,  or  else  apprenticed  to  some  trade 
in  the  city.  They  remain  under  the  protection  and  care 
of  the  administration  until  they  become  of  age,  when  they 
are  dismissed  to  seek  their  own  fortunes  in  the  world, 
with  a  small  gratuity  from  the  hospital  fund.  Most  of 
the  males,  it  is  said,  find  their  way  into  the  army,  either 
voluntarily  or  as  conscripts.  From  what  we  know  of  the 
lax  morality  of  Parisian  society,  and  of  the  law  which 
takes  even  prostitution  under  its  regulation  and  protec- 
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tion,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  females  need  some  better 
safeguard  in  after  life  than  the  unprotected,  unchecked 
facility  to  inscribe  themselves  on  the  public  registers  as 
members  of  that  homeless  fraternity,  amenable  neither  to 
the  world  nor  the  world's  law.  But  this  is  no  necessary 
result  of  the  existence  of  foundling  hospitals^  nor  have  we 
any  proof  that  the  majority  of  the  "  Women  of  the  Town" 
in  Paris  have  been  reared  there.  All  we  know  is,  that 
prostitutes  are  numerous  everywhere  ;  and  if  a  few  are  of 
this  origin,  is  the  accidental  misuse  of  a  humane  institu- 
tion any  valid  argument  against  its  existence  ?  As  well 
might  we  say  that  hospitals  for  the  cure  of  syphilitic  dis- 
eases are  of  doubtful  value,  inasmuch  as  they  may  be  said 
to  offer  a  premium  to  vice,  the  facility  of  cure  and  conse- 
quent repetition  of  the  same  vicious  indulgence.  No 
doubt  thousands  of  sisters  of  charity,  of  good,  useful,  and 
virtuous  wives  and  mothers  have  been  nursed  and  reared 
in  this  hospital,  who  otherwise  would  have  died  in  in- 
fancy, neglected  by  their  parents,  perhaps  destroyed — 
either  swelling  the  list  of  infanticide,  or  the  still  more  hor- 
rible list  of  a  double  death  from  attempts  at  abortion.  To 
say  nothing  of  the  thousands  who,  having  been  confided 
to  the  public  charge,  from  the  wretched  poverty  and  misery 
of  their  parents,  have  practically  found  the  exchange  a 
most  happy  one.  Next  in  importance,  as  a  national  insti- 
tution, to  the  hospital  for  foundlings  in  Paris,  we  naturally 
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turn  to  the  noble  estabUsbment  of  a  similar  nature  in  the 
British  metropolis. 

This  charitable  foundation  dates  from  1739.  It  is 
situate  in  Guildford  Street,  once  a  beautiful  suburb.  The 
ground  was  purchased  from  the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  for 
seven  thousand  pounds,  and  the  same  architect  was  em- 
ployed who  built  the  Koyal  Hospital  at  Gosport.  It  was 
on  the  29th  of  March,  1741,  that  the  first  orphans  were 
received  and  baptized,  some  of  the  nobility  of  the  first 
rank  standing  godfathers  and  godmothers.  The  first  male 
was  named  Thomas  Coram,  and  the  first  female  Eunice 
Coram,  after  the  names  of  the  founders.  The  most  ro- 
bust boys  being  destined  for  the  sea  service,  were  named 
"Drake,"  "Norris,"  "Blake,"  and  so  on,  after  the  names 
of  famous  English  admirals. 

Captain  Thomas  Coram,  the  projector  of  this  Institu- 
tion, was  a  gentleman  remarkably  distinguished  by  his 
humanity.  He  was  born  in  the  year  1688,  and  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  life  as  the  master  of  a  vessel  trading  to 
the  then  American  colonies.  Afterwards,  residing  in  the 
eastern  part  of  London  among  trading  people,  where 
business  often  obliged  him  to  vist  the  docks,  he  frequently 
saw  young  children  exposed  in  the  streets,  through  the 
indigence  or  cruelty  of  their  parents.    This  excited  his 
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compassion,  and  induced  him  to  project  a  Hospital  for 
Foundlings. 

In  this  humane  design  he  labored  with  indefatigable 
diligence  for  seventeen  years,  and  by  his  application  in- 
duced  a  number  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  to  patronize 
and  carry  the  scheme  into  execution.  At  length  he  ob- 
tained for  it  a  KoYAL  Charter.    He  died  in  1751. 

This  gentleman's  memory  ought  to  be  particularly  in- 
teresting to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
highly  instrumental  in  promoting  the  trade  of  America 
by  procuring  a  bounty  upon  naval  stores  imported  into 
England  from  thence.  He  was  also  an  active  promoter 
at  the  colonization  of  Georgia  and  Nova  Scotia.  He  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  plans  of  public  charity,  and 
was  interred  at  his  death  in  a  vault  under  the  chapel  of 
the  noble  hospital  he  had  founded. 

In  the  year  1760  the  London  Foundling  Hospital  was 
changed  in  its  character.  It  was  constituted  a  hospital  for 
poor  illegitimate  children  whose  mothers  are  known.  The 
committee  now  requires  to  he  satisfied  of  the  previous  good 
character^  and  present  necessity  of  the  mother  of  every  child 
proposed  for  admission.  The  qualification  of  a  governor 
has  been  fixed  at  a  donation  of  fifty  pounds> 
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There  is  one  very  special  feat'ure  in  connection  with 
this  hospital,  or  rather  with  its  history,  which  may  not, 
or  might  not,  be  without  its  parallel  in  the  future  history 
of  our  own  country.  The  first  idea  in  Great  Britain  of  a 
public  exhibition  of  works  of  art  was  inaugurated,  and 
then  suggested,  by  the  collection  of  such  productions  at 
the  Foundling  Hospital. 

The  encouragement  and  progress  of  the  higher  depart- 
ments of  art,  both  in  England  and  America,  have  been 
traceable,  in  many  instances,  to  the  interference  of  the 
gentler  sex  in  the  promotion  of  charitable  objects.  It  is 
well  known  in  England  that  the  performance  of  the 
"  Messiah"  of  Handel  has  brought  countless  thousands  of 
guineas  into  the  coffers,  not  alone  of  the  London  Found- 
ling Institution,  but  of  many  other  similar  charities.  Now, 
in  a  national  point  of  view,  the  formation  of  an  educated 
taste  in  music  and  painting,  is  no  undesirable  acquisition. 
If,  even  indirectly,  the  cause  of  charity  induces  the  fairer 
part  of  creation  to  save  from  oblivion  the  works  of  the 
great  masters^  to  familiarize  the  masses  of  the  public  with 
the  purity  and  beauty  of  those  immortal  conceptions 
which  give  the  highest  tone  to  the  arts  and  literature  of  a 
nation ;  surely,  even  this  secondary  advantage  is  suf- 
ficiently important  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of  every  lover 
of  his  country  on  the  side  of  charitable  institutions,  which, 
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apart  from  such  considerations,  need  not  this  adventitious 
and  additional  recommendation. 

It  is  pleasing  to  observe  how  readily  the  v/ealthy  and 
influential  among  the  ladies  of  our  American  metropolis 
respond  to  the  call  of  charity.  It  is  not  fliat  the  bait  of  a 
magnificent  ball  or  concert  in  our  Opera  House  is  abso- 
lutely indispensable.  Yet,  granted  that  in  some  measure 
the  attractions  of  classical  music  add  pleasing  force  to 
the  conviction  of  duty,  under  this  or  any  view  of  the  case, 
is  not  the  public  taste  improved,  directed,  encouraged? 
Do  not  such  movements,  ostensibly  in  the  cause  of  charity 
while  directly  they  relieve  a  vast  amount  of  suffering, 
serve  to  refine  and  elevate  our  character  among  the  elder 
nationg  of  the  earth  ?  Rysbrack,  Hayman,  Highmore, 
Wilson,  Gainsborough,  Loutherbourg,  Hogarth,  men 
whose  names  are  as  undying  as  art  itself,  gladly  con- 
tributed, as  sculptors  and  painters,  to  the  decoration  of 
the  noble  halls  of  the  British  Foundling  Hospital.  From 
year  to  year,  from  century  to  century,  there  such  treasures 
accumulate,  remaining  the  property  of  the  nation.  Ho- 
garth's highest  effort,  "  the  Finding  of  Moses,"  his  own 
gift,  is  there,  and  many  similar  donations.  Now,  we  have 
names  among  the  resident  pioneers  of  American  art  that 
ought  not  to  die  ;  nor  is  it  desirable  that  Americans  should 
foster  only  those  painters  and  sculptors  whose  works  are 
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fit  only  for  the  mantel-piece  or  the  parlor  wall.    "We  are 

not  destitute  of  artists  who  would  gladly  hang  historical 
pictures  upon  the  wall  of  a  similar  national  institution  in 
New  York.  The  fact  would  be  commendable,  a  new 
school  of  art  would  rise  into  successful  cultivation  ;  and, 
to  ages  and  men  yet  unborn,  we  should  transmit  the  me- 
morials of  men  and  actions  that  have  adorned  and  char- 
acterized the  struggle  for  that  national  independence 
which  we  so  dearly  prize.  But  the  buildings  have  yet  to 
be  erected  that  midit  contain  them.  The  stimulus  to  the 
genius  and  patriotism  of  the  painter  or  sculptor  is  yet 
wanting.  In  poetrj^  in  romance,  the  names  of  Long- 
fellow, Bryant,  Cooper,  Irving,  give  more  than  a  re- 
spectable position  to  our  literary  men,  and  Bancroft  dis- 
putes the  palm  with  Gibbon  or  Eobertson,  or  even  with 
Levy,  as  a  historian ;  a  proof  that  it  is  only  in  the  ab- 
sence of  proper  facilities,  that  in  painting,  and  sculpture, 
and  music,  our  yot  infant  country  need  not  blush  at  the 
com.parison  with  the  modern  nations  of  the  old  world. 
That  organ  in  the  English  Foundling  Hospital,  so  mag- 
nificent in  tone,  was  the  gift  of  Handel.  Have  we  no 
organ  builders  ?  Undoubtedly  we  have,  capable  of  build- 
ing better  instruments  than  were  common  in  Handel's 
day.  TVe  are  not  devoid  of  composers,  and  if  due  en- 
couragement were  afforded,  the  character  of  their  produc- 
tions would  rise.  But  the  institution  is  yet  unbuilt  that 
might  receive  the  memorials  of  their  patriotism. 
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Year  after  year,  in  the  chapel  of  the  Foundling  Hos-  . 
pital,  did  Handel  preside  at  the  organ  of  that  institution, 
and  aid  in  filling  its  treasury  by  taking  part  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  most  sacred  and  highest  work.  And, 
year  after  year,  ever  since  his  death,  nearly  a  century  ago, 
at  the  call  of  charity,  and  at  the  instigation  chiefly  of  the 
women  of  England,  has  musical  art  drawn  thousands  of 
pounds  into  the  funds  of  this  and  similar  institutions.  We 
would  respectfully  urge,  that  if  these  charities,  instead  of 
being  a  source  of  national  gratulation,  were  next  to  worth- 
less, the  cultivation  of  the  public  taste  in  music  and  paint- 
ing, by  which  they  are  materially  supported,  would  more 
than  constitute  a  reason  for  their  encouragement.  And,  if 
such  things  be  advantageous  for  Britain,  if  such  indirect 
promotion  of  the  arts  be  necessary  for  the  old  monarchical 
governments,  if,  under  the  "  cold  shade"  of  an  aristocracy 
ordinarily  favorable  to  such  developments,  art  may  not 
safely  be  left  to  itself,  how  much  more  necessary  for  us, 
for  the  rising  millions  gathered  from  every  nation  in  Eu- 
rope, how  essential  under  a  government  recognizing  none 
of  those  established  forms  of  a  national  religion,  always 
in  direct  and  immediate  alliance  with  the  loftiest  manifes- 
tations of  PAINTING,  SCULPTURE,  and  MUSIC ;  how  very 
necessary  for  ourselves,  upon  whose  future  history  and 
destiny,  unless  science  and  art  (other  names  for  education) 
prevent  it,  a  second  barbarism  is  inevitable. 

American  sacred  music,  has  perhaps,  too  severely  and 
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hastily  been  decried  as  beneatli  criticism.  But  it  must  be 
remembered  that  among  the  masses  of  the  people  we  have 
no  school  for  the  study  and  elaboration  of  such  matters. 
Now,  the  music  of  this  London  charity  is  formative  of  a 
correct  public  taste.  Handel  was  a  great  contributor  to 
the  charity,  and  perhaps  partly  out  of  compliment  to  him, 
his  compositions  are  repeatedly  performed,  and  thus  the 
best  music  becomes  familiar  as  household  words.  What 
is  to  prevent  similar  results  in  New  York  ?  As  the  Sab- 
bath service  proceeds,  and  the  hymns  and  choruses  are 
sung  by  the  children  and  professional  choir,  as  the  anthem, 
perhaps  one  of  the  glorious  works  of  Purcell,  or  Croft,  or 
Boyce,  swells  in  magnificent  harmony,  we  no  longer  won- 
der at  the  popularity  to  which  even  sacred  music  as  a  study 
may  be  carried  by  the  people  of  a  great  nation.  Such 
singing  and  such  music  would  attract  even  the  educated 
multitude  under  any  circumstances;  and  upon  the  un- 
educated its  effect  could  not  but  be  very  beneficial.  For 
the  education  of  the  people,  the  formation  of  a  public 
taste  is  in  more  ways  than  one,  a  silent  but  by  no  means 
an  unimportant  element  in  the  advantages  derivable  from 
institutions  of  a  charitable  character  when  supported  by 
expedients  of  this  nature.  For  them  music,  painting, 
sculpture,  every  art,  every  science  of  civilized  life,  start 
into  activity  at  the  tap  of  the  wand  of  that  potent  benefi- 
cent fairy,  that  irresistible  enchantress — Woman. 

But  the  musical  performances  at  the  hospital  which  have 
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now  stamped  their  tone  upon  the  great  body  of  the  Eng- 
lish people,  and  given  currency  to  the  compositions  of  the 
mighty  dead  of  a  past  age,  are  not  the  only  attractions  to 
be  found  there.  The  pictures,  contributed  not  only  by 
artists  but  by  the  wealthy  and  noble,  form  a  most  desira- 
ble school  of  study,  which,  but  for  the  e:iistence  of  the 
hospital,  would  as  a  school  have  had  no  existence.  These 
hints  are,  or  ought  to  be,  to  us  very  suggestive.  Ben- 
jamin West,  President  of  the  Koyal  Academy,  a  name 
assuredly  dear  to  every  American,  has  here  hung  a  memo- 
rial, which,  American  as  he  was,  might,  nay,  ought  to 
have  hung  in  some  similar  institution  in  this  country. 
But  at  that  period,  West,  and  Copley  (the  father  of  Lord 
Lyndhurst),  both  of  them  Americans,  were  painting  works 
for  European  palaces.  Copley's  "  Death  of  Chatham  in 
the  House  of  Lords,'"  is  not  a  more  suggestive  subject 
than  "  Washington  crossing  the  Delaware."  But  when 
Copley  was  painting  English  history  on  English  soil,  the 
cities  of  America  were  then  comparatively  unbuilt.  With 
the  formation  and  erection  of  public  institutions,  (our 
charities  and  hospitals  first  among  the  number),  the  result 
will  be  that  the  genius  of  another  Copley — the  inspira- 
tion of  another  West — will  fall  like  the  mantle  of  the 
prophet  upon  sons  of  the  soil  domiciled  amongst  us.  Our 
art  treasures  will  not  decorate  exclusively  the  halls  and 
palaces  of  Europe. 

A  very  noticeable  scene  is  that  chapel  which  contains 
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West's  picture.  The  building  itself  is  large,  ligbt,  ele- 
gant and  airj  in  its  appearance.  Stained  glass  sheds  its 
rich  glories  upon  the  floor.  The  altar  piece,  "  Christ 
blessing  little  children,"^  is  treated  in  West's  best  manner. 
Why  is  not  that  picture  in  New  York  ?  Whose  fault  is 
it  that  the  great  American  self-taught  genius  did  not 
paint  it  for  us  ?  How  is  it  that  some  one  amongst  our 
resident  artists  is  not  inspired  by  a  similar  subject  now? 
The  picture  is  certainly  beautiful,  of  high  artistic  excel- 
lence, deeply  impressive,  and  well  known  through  thou- 
sands of  copies  of  engravings. 

But  it  is  not  on  that  picture  alone  that  the  eye  of  the 
spectator  rests,  much  less  on  the  mingled  crowd  of  the 
thoughtful,  the  wealthy,  or  the  fashionable,  which  occupies 
the  gallery  over  the  altar  piece.  The  fascination  is  that 
slope  of  youthful  faces  descending  from  the  ceiling  to  the 
front  of  the  gallery  at  the  other  extremity  of  the  building 
— the  boys,  in  their  dark  dresses  on  the  right,  on  the 
left  the  girls,  all  neatly  attired  in  white,  and  the  noble 
organ,  Handel's  munificent  gift,  rising  between  them.  In 
that  gallery  are  the  attractions  which  make  the  Foundling 
Hospital  Chapel  one  of  the  most  popular  places  of  metro- 
politan resort.  Few  strangers  from  the  country  omit  a 
visit ;  of  course  they  leave  a  donation.  The  Magdalen 
Hospital  and  the  Foundling  are  two  of  the  principal  at- 
tractions of  the  city,  and  at  both  the  music  is  exquisite, 
— hence  their  popularity. 


And  if  this  were  all,  if  there  be  nothing  in  offering 
innocent  inducements  to  attend  the  solemnities  of  public 
worship,  surely  it  is  well,  if  upon  those  who,  from  any 
motive,  are  persuaded  to  attend,  that  the  best  school  of 
sacred  music  exerts  its  educational  influence  over  them  ; 
upon  men  who,- but  for  that  inducement,  would  go  to  no 
place  of  worship,  and  remain  not  merely  debased  in  their 
morals,  but  grossly  unrefined  in  their  tastes. 

To  the  mind  of  the  mere  politician,  there  is  something 
in  the  fact  that  the  formation  of  a  correct  national  taste  is 
more  or  less  within  the  power  of  the  government,  though 
a  respect  for  the  sanctions  of  religion  and  morality  be 
beyond  authoritative  enforcement.  Now,  it  is  a  great 
point  gained  if  we  may  be  permitted  to  elevate  the  intel- 
lects of  men,  to  purify  their  sources  of  enjoyment,  even  if 
we  are  interdicted  from  any  direct  attempt  to  amend 
their  hearts.  Fortunately,  in  many  instances,  in  doing 
the  one,  we  are  unconsciously  and  silently,  yet  not  the 
less  certainly,  effecting  the  other. 

In  a  word,  the  history  of  the  noble  public  charities, 
both  of  France  and  England,  is  closely  interwoven  with 
the  progress  of  civilization  and  the  advancement  of  the 
polite  arts.  Not  that  both  have  originated  from  the  same 
impulse,  but  rather  that  the  cause  of  charity  has  always 
enlisted  the  efforts  of  art,  thereby  promoting  its  national 
advancement,  and  ensuring  the  consequent  superiority  of 
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the  people  who  either  directly  or  indirectly  have  been 
placed  under  its  humanizing  influence.  'On  this  subject 
it  has  been  finely  remarked  by  a  self-made  man  amongst 
us,  that  "  the  cultivation  of  the  fine  arts  greatly  con- 
tributes to  the  respect,  character  and  dignity  of  every 
people  by  whom  they  have  been  encouraged,  and  are 
intimately  connected  with  everything  valuable  in  national 
importance.  Free  governments  are  those  which  afford 
the  best  soil  for  the  production  of  native  talent,  and, 
for  the  growth  of  every  species  of  excellence,  and 
therefore,  no  country  can  be  better  adapted  than  our  own 
as  the  final  abode  of  all  that  is  dignified  either  in  science 
or  in  art." 

To  resume  our  narrative.  It  would  seem  that  Coram 
was  fully  engaged  during  17  years  in  the  prosecution  of 
his  scheme  for  the  erection  of  a  Foundling  Hospital.  He 
succeeded  at  last.  George  11.  granted  him  a  charter  in 
1739,  which  recited,  that  "  Thomas  Coram,  in  behalf  of 
great  numbers  of  helpless  infants  daily  exposed  to  destruc- 
tion, had,  by  his  petition,  represented  that  many  persons 
of  quality  and  distinction,  as  well  as  others  of  both  sexes, 
being  sensible  of  the  frequent  murders  committed  on  poor 
miserable  infants,  by  their  parents,  to  hide  their  shame, 
or  otherwise,  and  the  inhuman  custom  of  deserting  new- 
born children  to  perish,  or  training  them  up  in  idleness^ 
beggary  or  theft^  had,  by  instruments  in  writing,  declared 
his  and  their  intentions  to  contribute  liberally  towards 
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the  erecting  a  hospital  after  the  example  of  other  Christian 
countries,  and  for  supporting  the  same.'' 

The  charter  then  recites  the  appointment  of  a  body 
corporate  of  Governors  and  Guardians,  including  tlie  then 
Duke  of  Bedfokd,  and  S50  other  persong.  The  pre- 
liminary measures  having  been  taken,  on  the  26th  of 
October,  1740,  there  appeared  on  the  door  of  a  house  in 
Hatton  Garden,  now  a  thickly  populated  central  locality' 
the  following  notice  :  To-morrow,  at  8  in  the  Evening, 
this  house  will  be  opened  for  the  reception  of  twenty 
children,  under  the  following  regulations,  namely :  no 
child  exceeding  the  age  of  two  months  will  be  taken  in, 
nor  such  as  have  the  evil,  lepros}^,  or  contagious  disease 
of  the  like  nature,  whereby  the  health  of  the  other  chil- 
dren may  be  endangered.  The  person  who  brings  such 
child  is  to  come  in  at  the  outer  door  and  ring  a  bell  at  the 
inner  door,  and  not  to  go  away  until  the  child  is  returned, 
or  notice  given  of  its  reception.  But  no  questions  ivill  he 
asked  of  any  person  who  brings  a  child,  nor  shall  any  servant 
of  the  house  presume  to  endeavor  to  discover  who  such  per- 
son is,  on  pain  of  being  discharged.  And  all  persons  who 
bring  children,  are  requested  to  affix  on  each  child  some 
particular  writing,  or  other  distinguishing  mark  or  token, 
so  that  the  child  may  be  known,  if  hereafter  necessary." 

The  children  were  taken  in,  and  a  notice  was  affixed  over 
the  door,  "  The  house  is  fulV    There  was  subsequently 
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much  confasion  from  the  contention  and  efforts  of  rival 
motliers,  each  eager  for  the  admission  of  her  offspring. 
These  inconveniences  were  subsequently  got  rid  of  by  an 
ingenious  balloting  process;  it  is  well  to  recount  this, 
inasmuch  as  it  may  come  to  be  a  matter  of  repetition.  All 
women  who  drew  from  a  bag  Uaclc  balls  were  dismissed, 
those  who  drew  luhite  were  entitled  to  admission  for  their 
children  (if  otherwise  eligible),  whilst  those  who  drew  red 
might  remain  to  draw  once  more  amongst  themselves 
for  any  vacancies  left  open  by  the  ineligibility  of  any  of 
the  former  class. 

In  1745,  the  western  wing  of  the  present  noble  building 
was  opened,  and  the  temporary  accommodations  in  Hat- 
ton  Garden  were  relinquished.  The  other  two  portions 
of  the  edifice  soon  followed.  The  chapel  was  commenced 
in  17-1:7,  four  years  before  the  death  of  the  founder.  It 
seems  that  at  the  age  of  82,  this  busy  and  disinterested 
man  found  himself  destitute.  With  a  simplicity  worthy 
of  one  whose  life  had  been  passed  in  ''going  about  doing 
good,"  rather  than  in  flattering  the  vices  of  an  eminently 
aristocratic  age,  the  good  old  man,  when  asked,  was  not 
ashamed  to  own  his  poverty.  His  reply  was  worthy  of 
him:  "I  have  not,"  said  he,  "  wasted  the  little  wealth  I 
formerly  possessed  in  self-indulgence  or  vain  expenses,  and 
I  am  not  ashamed  to  confess  that  in  my  old  age  I  am 
poor."    An  annuity  was  provided  for  him  by  his  friends, 
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but  be  lived  not  long  to  enjoy  it.  Is  there  one  amongst 
us  who  does  not  envy  such  a  man  his  monument — the 
hospital  which  will  perpetuate  his  name,  and  be  an  in- 
strument of  mercy  and  beneficence  to  the  latest  genera- 
tions ? 

During  the  period  from  the  establishment  of  the  hos- 
pital to  about  five  years  after  the  death  of  the  founder,  the 
applications  for  admission  were  so  far  beyond  the  number 
that  the  funds  would  admit,  that  the  governors  ultimately 
determined  to  petition  Parliament  for  assistance.  The 
hospital  had  evidently  grown  popular,  and  the  general 
wish  (concurring  with  that  of  the  governors)  was,  that  it 
should  accommodate  all  the  children  offered  who  were 
eligible  by  its  constitution.  Parliament  received  the  ap- 
plication of  the  governors  favorably,  and  in  April,  1756, 
granted  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds^  on  the  condition 
that  all  children  under  a  certain  age  (first  two  months,  then 
six,  and  lastly,  as  at  present,  twelve)  should  be  received. 
The  hospital  was  also  empowered  to  organize  provincial 
or  branch  establishment. 

There  is  little  doubt  but  that,  during  the  infancy  of  this 
institution  in  England,  a  mistaken  eagerness  on  the  part 
of  the  governors  to  multiply  the  facilities  for  the  reception 
of  infants,  led  to  some  abuses.  It  appears  that  on  June 
2d,  1756,  a  century  ago,  when  certainly  the  state  of 
society  and  of  public  feeling  and  morals  was  so  different 
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from  its  present  predicament,  that  no  comparison  is  pos- 
sible ;  on  that  day,  117  children  were  received,  and  before 
the  close  of  the  year  no  fewer  than  1,783  were  received. 
The  novelty  of  the  scheme  would  doubtless  have  its  effect. 
In  the  next  year  8,727  children  were  received,  or  more 
than  15,000  during  the  first  four  years.  As  the  infant 
inundation  (unchecked  by  proper  limitations  and  condi- 
tions) poured  in,  the  governors  began  to  ask  what  was  the 
best  mode  of  preserving  the  health  and  the  lives  of  the 
children  committed  to  their  care.  Unfortunately,  meas- 
ures had  been  so  hastily  precipitated,  that  the  essentials 
were  impracticable.  We  must  not  omit  to  remark,  that 
there  was  a  correspondingly  enormous  mortality  during 
the  earlier  years  of  the  foundling  establishment,  as  in 
Paris.  There  were  causes  at  work  in  each  instance,  aris- 
ing out  of  the  comparatively  imperfect  knowledge  of  the 
laws  of  health  which  was  then  prevalent,  that  of  them- 
selves were  quite  sufl&cient  to  entail  a  frightful  infant 
mortality,  independently  of  any  source  necessarily  con- 
nected with,  or  arising  out  of,  the  adoption  of  the  hospital 
S3^stem.  That  this  is  true  is  evident  from  the  diminished 
per  centage  of  deaths  at  these  institutions  during  the 
recent  half  century.  It  will  be  found  that  even  in  private 
life  the  ratio  of  infantile  disease  and  death,  though  yet 
lamentably  great,  is  lower  than  formerly,  when  had 
ventilation^  the  absence  of  sewerage^  and  all  the  modern 
appliances  of  a  higher  civilization  gave  free  opportunity 
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for  the  destructive  ravages  of  infantile  epidemic  diseases. 
We  shall  not,  considering  these  facts,  be  surprised  at  the 
recital  of  the  number  of  adults  carried  off  during  the 
Great  Plague  which  infested  the  city  in  1666;  nor  that, 
similarly,  out  of  the  whole  14,934  children  received  at 
the  Foundling  Hospital,  during  the  first  twTenty  years  of 
its  existence,  only  4,400  lived  to  be  apprenticed. 

In  1760,  a  resolution  was  adopted  in  Parliament,  declar- 
ing that  the  indiscriminate  admission  of  all  children 
under  a  certain  age  into  the  hospital,  had  been  attended 
with  many  evil  consequences,  and  that  it  be  discontinued," 
that  is,  such  mdiscnmmate  Sidmission. 

At  this  period  there  were  above  six  thousand  children 
under  the  care  of  the  establishment,  and  Parliament  was 
bound  to  continue  its  grant  for  their  support  till  nearly 
the  whole  of  them  were  apprenticed  out.  From  1756  to 
1771  (the  years  of  the  Parliamentary  connection),  the 
national  fund  contributed  no  less  a  sum  than  £549,796 
16s.  Od.,  about  $2,748,984,  or  nearly  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars to  a  single  charity. 

After  this  period  the  governors  sold  their  provincial 
establishments,  to  be  devoted  to  other  purposes;  and,  in^ 
deed,  from  that  time  to  the  present,  their  administration 
has  grown  more  strict,  without  impairing,  nay,  positively 
increasing,  the  usefulness  of  the  institution.  Original  evils 
belong  to  the  early  working  of  the  best  concerted  plans ; 
it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  to  reduce  these  to  a  mmmwm,  and 
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raise  the  good  thej  can  accomplish  to  a  maximum.  It 
was  not  until  the  year  1801,  that  the  objectionable  plan  of 
taking  children,  without  inquiry,  on  payment  of  a  hundred 
pounds  (or  five  hundred  dollars),  was  abolished.  Certainly 
it  was  a  practice  which,  though  it  might  shield  the  vices 
of  the  profligate  rich,  could  not  be  regarded  as  throwing 
the  mantle  of  benevolence  over  the  suffering  and  miser- 
able among  the  poor.  There  is  no  occasion  to  copy  that 
objectionable  feature. 

It  remains  to  explain  the  present  system  and  manage- 
ment of  the  charity. 

A  notice  on  the  wall,  near  the  gate  at  the  hospital,  can 
only  be  received  upon  the  personal  application  of  the 
mother;  and  the  requisite  printed  forms  of  admission,  to 
be  filled  up,  may  be  had  at  the  office  of  the  secretary.  A 
copy  of  this  form  has  instructions  attached  to  it,  which 
state,  among  other  matters,  that  no  person  need  apply 
unless  she  shall  have  previously  borne  a  good  character  for 
virtue^  sobriety  and  honesty.  To  prevent  improper  influence^ 
persona  who  present  petitions  to  the  committee  must  not 
previously  apply  to  any  governor^  nor  to  any  officer  or  serv- 
ant belonging  to  the  hospital^  on  that  subject  on  any  pretence 
whatever. 

A  most  important  and  valuable  rule  certainly,  and 
one  it  would  be  well  to  adopt  in  any  similar  institution 
that  may  be  projected  amongst  us. 
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The  form  shows  the  age,  and  that  it  is  wholly  depend- 
ant on  the  petitioner,  &c.,  kc,  and  this  properly  filled  up 
is  presented  personally  by  the  mother  to  the  sitting  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  varying  generally  from  eight  or  ten 
governors,  to  double  that  number.  The  preliminary  in- 
quiries as  to  the  poverty  and  good  character  of  the  appli- 
cant, the  illegitimacy  of  her  infant,  the  abandonment  by 
the  father,  and  the  non-cognizance  of  the  case  by  any 
parish  authorities,  being  satisfactorily  disposed  of,  the  chief 
point  to  which  the  attention  of  the  chairman  is  directed 
in  his  questions,  is  to  learn  w^hat  probability  there  may 
be  of  the  petitioner's  return  to  the  paths  of  virtue,  in  the 
event  of  the  acceptation  of  her  child,  and  which  includes 
the  question  of  the  number  of  persons  to  whom  her  shame 
may  be  known,  a  matter  considered  to  affect  greatly  the 
question  of  the  possibility  of  her  maintaining  herself 
honestly  and  preserving  her  station  in  society. 

Mr.  Wrottesley,  in  his  account  of  the  Foundling  Hospital 
(see  "  Report  of  the  Parliamentary  Commissioners  for  in- 
quiring concerning  Charities,")  shows  very  happily,  by 
an  imaginary  case,  the  views  by  which  the  governors  are 
actuated  in  the  selection  of  cases,  and  the  consequent 
character  of  the  examinations  before  their  committee  upon 
admissions.  He  says,  the  most  readily  admitted  case 
would  be  that  in  which  a  young  woman,  having  no  means 
of  subsistence  except  those  derived  from  her  own  labor, 
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and  having  no  rich  relations,  who,  before  seduction,  bore 
an  irreproachable  character,  who  yielded  to  artful,  or  it 
may  be  to  sudden  surprise,  under  express  promise  of  mar- 
riage, whose  delivery  took  place  in  secret,  and  whose 
shame  was  only  known  to  a  very  few  persons;  and, 
lastly,  whose  employers,  or  other  persons,  were  able  and 
desirous  to  take  her  into  their  service,  if  enabled  again  to 
earn  her  livelihood  by  the  reception  of  her  child  into  the 
hospital. 

Now,  is  not  this  very  frequently  the  predicament  of  a 
friendless  Irish  or  German  emigrant  girl  in  New  York,  of 
whom  we  next  read  that  she  has  taken  poison,  or  it 
nothing  be  afterwards  known,  is  it  unfair  to  suppose,  that, 
devoid  of  all  assistance  and  shelter,  the  yawning  hell  of 
prostitution  absorbs,  as  a  fatal  necessity,  thousands  who 
go  down  to  the  pit,  despairing  of  all  reclamation  and  past 
all  hope  ?  For  them  the  hand  of  charity  offers  no  aid  to 
their  hapless  offspring,  nor  seeks,  while  sheltering  the  un- 
conscious infant,  to  extend  the  helping  hand  of  mercy  to 
the  victim,  it  may  be,  of  lawless  villiany. 

The  committee  cause  inquiries  to  be  instituted,  as  deli- 
cately, yet  as  effectively  as  may  be,  into  the  statements  of 
the  mother.  It  has  been  suggested  that  a  committee  of 
ladies  would  prove  a  valuable  auxiliary  in  the  practical 
working  of  the  system  in  New  York.  Here  is  a  task 
peculiarly  fitted  for  the  useful  application  of  feminine 
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curiosity,  humanity  and  delicacy.  In  London  this  duty 
devolves  on  the  treasurer's  clerk.  He  is  directed,  in  mak- 
ing such  inquiries,  expressly  to  avoid  divulging  any  of  the 
facts  with  which  he  may  becoQie  acquainted. 

[I  On  leaving  her  child  at  the  hospital,  the  mother  re- 
ceives in  return  a  certificate,  to  which  is  attached  a  private 
mark,  by  which  the  hospital  authorities  can,  if  requisite, 
subsequently  recognise  the  child,  a  corresponding  mark 
being  placed  on  the  child's  clothing.  All  kinds  of  devices 
are  resorted  to  by  the  mothers  to  identify  their  children. 
Sometimes  notes  are  found  attached  to  the  infant's  cloth- 
ing, beseeching  the  nurse  to  convey  information  to  the 
hapless  mother  of  her  name  and  residence,  so  that  the  lat- 
ter may  identify  her  child  during  its  stay  in  the  country  ; 
sometimes  mothers  have  been  known  to  watch  for  and 
follow  the  van  on  foot,  which  conveys  the  children  to  the 
country  stations,  where  they  are  nursed  till  five  years 
old.  Sometimes  mothers  will  attend  the  baptism  in  the 
chapel,  on  the  first  Sunday  after  admission,  in  the  hope 
of  hearing  the  name  that  may  be  given  to  it.  If  they 
succeed  in  identifying  the  child  during  its  stay  at  nurse, 
they  can  always  preserve  the  identification  during  its 
subsequent  abode  in  the  hospital,  for  the  children  appear 
in  the  chapel  twice  on  Sunday,  and  dine  in  public  on  that 
day ;  this  gives  such  parents  opportunities  of  seeing  them 
from  time  to  time,  and  of  preserving  the  recollection  of 
their  features. 
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In  these  attempts  at  discovery,  occasional  mistakes  are 
made.  Instances  have  occurred  of  mothers  coming  in 
mourning  attire  to  the  hospital  to  return  thanks  for  the 
kindness  bestowed  on  their  supposed  deceased  children, 
who  were  informed  on  their  arrival,  that  they  were  alive 
and  well. 

When  recognition  does  take  place,  the  officers  of  the 
Institution  have  found  that  the  children  were  mostly  in- 
jured by  the  indulgences  lavished  upon  them. 

It  is  proper  to  observe,  that  if  they  tvish  it,  mothers  can 
always  obtain  intelligence  of  the  health  and  welfare  of 
their  children.  The  number  of  the  children  at  present  in 
the  Institution  is  about  four  hundred,  and  it  is  stated  that 
about  eight  mothers,  weekly,  avail  themselves  of  the 
privilege  in  question ;  some  come  regularly  once  a  fort- 
night. 

As  to  the  classes  of  society  to  which  the  parents  of 
these  children  generally  belong,  a  large  proportion  are  do- 
mestic servants,  perhaps  eighteen  out  of  every  twenty-five. 
The  remainder  are  chiefly  daughters  of  small  tradesmen, 
mechanics^  or  farmers,  or  milliners  in  humble  circumstances, 
a  class  now,  not  only  in  London,  but  from  the  altered  con- 
dition of  society,  becoming  exceedingly  numerous  both  in 
Europe  and  America.  The  children  are  baptized  imme- 
diately upon  admission  and  named.    They  are  then  sent 


to  one  of  the  two  stations  in  the  country.  The  nurses 
who  receive  the  hospital  children,  receive  three  shillings 
and  sixpence  per  week  for  each,  (say  twelve  cents  short  of 
a  dollar),  and  a  gratuity  of  ten  shillings  and  sixpence  (the 
old  half  guinea),  at  the  end  of  the  first  year,  if  the  child 
appears  to  have  received  kind  treatment.  ^The  nurses  in 
each  district  are  under  the  supervision  of  paid  and  com- 
petent inspectors. 

The  nurses  and  their  husbands  (generally  poor  cot- 
tagers), not  only  are  called  ^'father"  and  "mother"  by 
the  orphans  who  have  practically  no  other  parents,  but 
these  people  almost  invariahhj  fulfil  their  duties  in  a  man- 
ner that  not  only  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired,  but  that 
goes  beyond  all  reasonable  expectation.  Nature,  as  if  un- 
willing to  have  one  of  her  holiest  instincts  lost  under  any 
circumstances,  raises  up  in  the  breasts  of  strangers  the  love 
for  these  poor  castaways  that  they  have  failed  to  receive, 
or  cannot  receive  from  their  parents.  And  so  it  is,  that 
when  parting  time  comes  between  these  nurses  and  chil- 
dren—the age  being  attained  for  their  removal  to'London — 
the  scene  is  generally  of  a  somewhat  distressing  character. 
In  many  cases,  the  nurses  evidently  would,  if  they  might, 
retain  these  children  as  their  own,  rather  than  lose  them. 
The  children  are,  by  the  present  mode,  twice  deprived  of 
their  parents.  And  this  last  deprivation  is  the  worst,  for 
their  affections  have  then  grown  strong,  and  their  suffer- 
ing is  piteous. 
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On  returning  to  the  Hospital,  the  education  of  these 
children  then  commences.  There  is  an  idea  prevalent  in 
England,  that  the  Grovernors  are  deterred  from  working 
any  effectual  advance  in  the  amount  and  system  of  tuition, 
from  the  fear  that  public  opinion  would  not  sanction  them 
in  making  the  children's  condition  more  eligible  and  de- 
sirable than  it  is.  But  whatever  may  have  been  the  faults 
of  their  parents,  the  poor  children  are  innocent.  Should 
New  York  decide  to  provide  for  and  foster  the  helpless 
outcasts,  who,  but  for  such  kindness  might  have  aug- 
mented the  list  of  her  felons,  and  have  required  the  out- 
lay of  the  erection  of  prisons — she  will  be  guided  by  no 
narrow  considerations  of  that  nature,  knowing  that  in  pro- 
portion as  she  furnishes  the  comparatively  meanest  and 
most  despicable  of  her  children  with  the  light  of  intel- 
lectual and  moral  truth,  she  furnishes  good  subjects  for 
her  government,  the  material  of  an  effective  army  or  ma- 
rine, men  destined  to  carry  down  her  nascent  glory  and 
greatness  to  the  latest  generations.  It  is  matter  of  remark 
that  the  crews  of  American  merchant  vessels  are  mostly 
a  motley  assemblage  of  foreigners — that  the  American 
youth  are  not  educated  in  sufficient  numbers,  by  appren- 
ticeship or  otherwise,  "  to  the  sea."  Much  less,  of  those 
so  destined,  few  receive  any  preliminary  education. 

Should  the  benevolent  intentions  of  those  who  have 
agitated  this  question  be  carried  out,  should  we  organize 
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a  Hospital  for  Foundlings,  from  which,  in  part,  our  mer- 
cantile and  defensive  marine  may  be  recruited,  there  is 
little  reason  to  fear  that  in  educating  boys  for  the  sea,  we 
we  shall  be  harrassed  by  the  peculiarly  English  fear  of 
giving  them  "  too  good "  an  education.  Our  "  school 
system,"  the  most  brilliant  gem  in  our  constitutional  code, 
gives  practically  the  lie  to  any  absurd  apprehension  of 
that  kind.  Such  hospitals  as  an  Orphan  Asylum  are 
valuable,  even  regarded  merely  as  educational  institutions, 
from  which  the  ranks  of  our  navy  and  even  of  our  army 
may  be  most  wisely  and  effectively  replenished  ;  and  thus, 
while  the  debt  of  infancy  is  gratefully  cancelled,  our 
country  may  be  enabled  to  boast  of  myriads  of  better 
men,  that  by  this  educational  training,  are  added  to  the 
population,  and  effective  force  of  the  nation. 

Some  of  the  boys  are  taught  tailoring,  now  the  only 
trade  or  occupation  pursued  in  the  Hospital,  The  girls 
are  generally  taught  to  make  their  own  clothes,  and  as 
they  grow  old  enough,  are  compelled  to  assist  the  ward 
mistress  in  making  up  fine  linen  for  the  public,  at  certain 
settled  prices. 

Lastly  comes  the  period  of  apprenticeship.  The  boys 
are  put  out  to  various  trades,  premiums  being  given  with 
them,  varying  from  five  to  ten  pounds.  Personal  inspec- 
tion and  enquiry,  as  to  their  conduct  and  treatment,  is 
kept  up  throughout  the  whole  period  of  such  apprentice- 
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ship,  more  particularly  with  regard  to  the  females.  Once 
in  every  year  there  takes  place  a  meeting  of  the  appren- 
tices at  the  Hospital,  to  mingle  once  more  among  their 
youthful  associates  and  elder  guardians,  on  which  occa- 
sion a  gratuity  is  given  to  all  who  can  present  a  certificate 
of  good  conduct  from  their  masters. 

Next,  as  to  the  income  of  the  London  Foundling  Hos- 
pital. From  the  cash  account  for  the  year  1841,  the  an- 
nual receipts  exceed  £11,000,  ($55,000  nearly).  And  as 
all  those  large  and  valuable  houses  belonging  to  the 
charity,  and  which  surround  it,  are  held  on  leases,  the  ac- 
tual income  in  a  few  years  cannot  be  less  than  $250,000 ! 
Bequests  of  vacant  lots  in  New  York  to  public  charities, 
such  as  undoubtedly  will  be  made,  will  at  no  distant  day 
prove  an  equal  source  of  support  to  them. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  that  is  merely  specula- 
tive opinion  as  to  the  general  tendency  of  institutions  of 
this  nature.  Some  see  in  them  unmingled  mischief; 
others  can  effect  the  separation  between  the  consequences 
of  their  mal-administration  and  the  undoubted  amount  of 
good  incidental  to  their  operation. 

On  this  subject,  the  evidence  of  Sir  Thomas  Bernard, 
lately  Treasurer  of  the  Foundling-Hospital,  and  the  author 
of  an  impartial  account  of  the  institution,  is  highly  de- 
serving of  notice.    He  says  :     It  is  worthy  of  observation^ 
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that  no  instance  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Committee^ 
of  any  woman  so  relieved  who  has  not  been  thereby  saved  from 
what  she  luould  in  all  prohability  have  been  involved  in^  a 
course  of  vice  and j^rostitution.^^ 

That  this  is  so,  is  tolerably  evident  from  the  previous 
history  of  numbers  of  those  who,  thrown  on  the  streets, 
entail  nnisery  and  horrible  constitutional  disease  upon  those 
who  afterwards  are  nominally  associated  with  respectable 
society  as  husbands  and  fathers,  whose  curse  penetrates 
into  the  very  sanctities  of  the  domestic  threshold,  and  en- 
tails upon  our  innocent  infants  the  spots  and  blotches,  and 
husky  whine  of  the  syphilitic  poison.  Who  were  multi- 
tudes of  these  centres  of  physical  and  moral  pollution — 
who,  what  were  they  once  ?  Many  of  them  cheated,  se- 
duced, abandoned,  yet  pure  and  confiding  women  ;  society 
has  for  them  now  no  asylum,  nor  for  their  miserable  off- 
spring— they  turn  upon  the  cold,  unfeeling  world,  and  the 
world  is  pretty  keenly,  yet  justly  punished  for  its  want  of 
charity  to  a  fallen  sister — to  the  accidental  victim  of  her 
own  confiding  trust  in  a  villain.  If  the  only  good  result 
derivable  from  these  institutions  were  the  partial  eradica- 
tion of  syphilitic  diseases,  as  part  of  the  eradication  of 
prostitution,  from  the  inability  of  women  to  recover  their 
position,  it  is  certain  that  unborn  generations  will  have 
cause  to  be  thankful  for  their  exemption  from  constitu- 
tional debility  and  suffering  entailed  upon  them  by  the 
vices  of  their  forefathers. 
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In  proof  of  the  soundness  of  this  view,  we  have  to  state 
that  of  ten  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  child- 
ren sent  to  the  Infant  Infirmary  in  Dublin,  during  twenty- 
one  years,  ending  with  1796,  no  fewer  than  ten  thousand 
two  hundred  and  one  were  declared  to  be  affected  with 
syphilis.  The  deputy  keeper  of  the  records  in  the  Bir- 
mingham Tower,  the  vicar  of  St.  Catharine's,  and  the  Eev. 
Kobert  Walsh,  member  of  the  Irish  Academy,  make  this 
statement  in  their  elaborate  "  History  of  the  City  of  Dub- 
lin," so  that  the  frightful  fact  has  respectable  authority. 
They  add,  however,  that "  experience  has  now  ascertained, 
to  the  credit  of  the  morals  of  the  people,  that  at  the  pres- 
ent time  scarcely  one  child  in  thirty  is  contaminated  with 
that  disgraceful  disease."  Even  if  such  be  the  predica- 
ment of  great  cities,  (and  New  York  forms  no  exception), 
there  is  enough  in  such  a  state  of  things  to  excite  the 
liveliest  sympathy  with  those,  who,  by  agencies  such  as 
these,  seek  its  extermination, 

A  few  particulars  respecting  the  Foundling  Hospital  at 
Dublin,  from  whence  we  have  drawn  the  important  fact 
as  to  the  general  prevalence  of  syphilitic  disease,  may 
not  be  uninteresting. 

The  City  of  Dublin  boasts  a  Foundling  Hospital, 
which  is  supported  at  an  annual  expense  of  more  than 
twenty  five  thousand  pounds  to  the  tax-payers  of  Great 
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Britain  and  Ireland.  On  a  site  of  about  14  acres,  granted 
by  the  City,  Mary,  Dutcbess  of  Ormond,  in  the  year 
1704,  laid  the  foundation  stone  of  the  building.  At  that 
time  its  only  endowment  was  an  estate  of  about  £100  per 
annum,  purchased  by  the  Corporation  of  the  City  for  that 
purpose.  The  very  narrow  limits  to  which  the  advantages 
of  the  institution  could  then  extend,  induced  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  1728,  to  dissolve  the  old  Corporation  and  erect  a 
new  one,  invested  with  more  ample  powers.  In  1730  it 
became  an  asylum  for  infants  of  every  age,  and  of  every 
denomination,  and  a  fund,  provided  by  an  additional 
house-tax,  was  appropriated  solely  to  their  support.  The 
charity  assumed  the  name  of  the  "  Foundling  Hospital 
and  Work  House  of  the  City  of  Dublin."  The  institu- 
tion retained  its  compound  character  until  1774,  when,  on 
the  death  of  the  person  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  care 
of  the  infant  department,  the  Governors  enacted,  that  no 
child  above  the  age  of  twelve  moyiths  should  be  admitted. 
Every  child  of  that  age,  or  under,  presented  at  the  gate, 
or  placed  in  the  cradle,  was  immediately  received  and 
brought  up  by  a  person  (whose  sole  appointment  was  for 
that  purpose)  to  the  infant  nursery,  when,  if  the  child  was 
found  to  be  ill,  it  was  immediately  transferred  to  an  ap- 
propriate infirmary,  and  proper  medical  treatment  within 
the  building.  The  general  history  of  the  treatment  of 
these  children  has  not  differed  materially  from  that  pur- 
sued at  the  London  Institution.    A  Chaplain,  Eegistrar, 
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a  competent  staff  of  medical  officers,  a  resident  apothe- 
cary, and  a  due  supply  of  nurses,  are  always  in  attendance. 
The  female  children  are  taught  to  make  their  own  clothes  ; 
the  boys  are  employed  every  second  day  at  different  trades 
suited  to  their  disposition  and  capacity.  The  Chaplain  is 
a  Protestant,  and  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  is 
enforced  under  his  supervision.  The  building  comprises 
a  noble  hall,  capable  of  seating  1000  children,  leaving  an  un- 
interrupted avenue  of  fifteen  feet  wide  through  the  centre, 
a  space  often  occupied  by  visitors  who  go  thither  to  con- 
template one  of  the  most  touching  of  all  human  exhibi 
tions ;  namely,  upwards  of  a  thousand  young  children 
here  sheltered  from  all  the  miseries  that  follow  in  the  train 
of  desertion,  want,  neglect  of  relatives,  and  gross  igno- 
rance. It  is  felt  to  be  pleasing  to  watch  the  training 
of  those  who  are,  many  of  them,  rescued  from  the  worst 
of  all  enemies,  their  own  profligate  parents,  and  expe- 
riencing within  those  walls  every  attention  of  parental 
tenderness  from  persons,  who,  really  alive  to  the  interests 
of  these  otherwise  deserted  innocents,  are  incessantly  em- 
ployed in  training  them,  not  only  in  that  species  of  knowl- 
edge necessary  to  fit  them  for  becoming  useful  members 
of  society,  but  impressing  on  their  yet  tender  minds  the 
law  and  love  of  Him  "  whom  to  know,  is  life  eternal." 

As  to  the  mortality  at  the  Dublin  Foundling  Hospital, 
a  few  particulars  may  be  useful,  for  the  sake  of  com- 
parison.   Formerly  it  was  frightful,  so  much  so  that  a 
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parliamentary  commission  was  appointed  upon  the  sub- 
ject. During  the  21  years  preceding  the  year  1796, 
10,272  of  these  children  had  been  sent  to  the  infant 
infirmary,  and  only  45  escaped  death.  Under  the  new 
system,  the  erroneous  and  vicious  management  of  the 
entire  infant  department  has  been  re-mod6lled.  House 
wet-nurses  have  been  emploj^ed  instead  of  spoon-feeding; 
a  direct  admission  of  the  fact,  that  it  is  not  to  adulterated 
cola's  milk  that  the  rapid  mortality  among  infants  is  so 
clearly  owing  as  many  people  are  apt  erroneously  to  sup- 
pose. As  the  result,  the  number  of  lives  preserved  has 
been  so  considerable,  that  the  wages  paid  to  country 
nurses,  which  in  1803  was  only  eight  thousand  pounds, 
had  amounted  in  the  year  1811,  to  no  less  than  sixteen 
thousand  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds  ;  an  additional  tax- 
ation which  is  cheerfully  borne  to  secure  an  end  so  be- 
nevolent. 

That  the  expense  was  most  justifiable,  appears  from  the 
fact,  that  of  2,168  infants  taken  into  the  house  from  24th 
June,  1805,  to  the  same  date  in  1806,  only  486  died,  and 
those  were  in  the  nursery  at  the  tenderest  age,  almost 
immediately  upon  reception.  It  would  seem  that  at  St. 
Petersburgh,  according  to  the  statement  of  Malthus,  one- 
third  of  the  children  die  within  the  third  day  after  their 
reception  into  the  hospital.  However,  it  is  very  falla- 
cious to  compare  200  foundlings  with  200  children  born 
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under  happier  circumstances,  the  product  of  vice,  misery, 
and  frequently  of  disease. 

In  1800,  the  admissions  were,  970  males,  and  1,071  fe- 
males; in  1811,  1,170  males,  and  1,189  females;  the  num- 
bers increasing  in  each  successive  year  with  the  ratio  of 
the  population.  The  total  expenditure  for  the  year  1812, 
was  £34,284.  The  ^^ermaneni  funds  of  the  hospital  arise 
from  a  tax  of  a  shilling  in  the  pound  on  all  houses  of  the 
value  of  five  pounds  per  annum,  within  two  miles  from 
the  castle,  and  other  arrangements  for  taxation  upon  malt 
or  spirituous  liquors  sold  by  retail.  These  sources  pro- 
duced, in  1812,  about  £8,000  per  annum,  the  remainder 
being  supplied  by  liberal  and  unfailing  parliamentary 
grants.  Of  the  6,498  children  under  the  superintendence 
of  this  institution  in  1811,  there  were  823  in  the  house 
above  eight  years  of  age,  thirty-eight  were  in  the  nursery, 
and  forty-five  were  in  the  country  for  the  sake  of  health, 
while  4,442  are  noted  as  children  produced  by  their  nurses 
at  the  hospital. 

In  demolishing  the  assertion  that  Foundling  Hospitals 
have  a  tendency  to  encourage  licentiousness,  one  fact  is 
worth  a  thousand  theories.  The  evidence  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  London  Institution  is  very  conclusive  on  this 
subject. 

The  history  of  one  hundred  and  three  girls,  after  leav- 
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iag  the  hospital,  is  given  very  specifically.  Of  this  num- 
ber, seventy-seven  received  at  the  expiration  of  their  ap- 
prenticeship in  decent  families,  gratuities  varying  from 
two  to  five  guineas  for  good  conduct,  such  gratuities 
awarded  only  on  the  certificate  of  the  employer.  Four 
died,  three  became  invalid  or  insane,  seven  forfeited  the 
gratuity  for  obstinacy  without  vice,  three  committed  of- 
fences, but  afterwards  reformed,  four  never  came  for  the 
gratuity;  and  of  the  whole  number —  out  of  a  hundred  and 
three— only  three  turned  out  bad  characters.  Of  only  two, 
it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  they  were  secretly  taken  away 
by  their  mothers,  and  on  that  account  their  subsequent 
history  remains  unknown. 

Surely,  all  comment  on  these  facts  would  only  weaken 
their  force.  We  would  only  ask  whether  even  the  records 
of  that  noble  institution,  the  Sunday  School,  can  produce 
a  more  cheering  picture.  With  a  population  so  unlike 
that  of  the  cities  of  the  old  world,  as  is  that  of  New  York, 
such  institutions  as  Hospitals  for  Orphans  and  Foundlings^ 
are  if  possible,  of  more  paramount,  peculiar,  and  imme- 
diate necessity  than  even  the  Sabbath  School. 

The  Bev.  Henry  Murray,  the  Chaplain  to  the  Foundling 
Hospital  in  Dublin,  has  given  to  the  world  some  author- 
itative and  valuable  opinions  as  to  the  tendency  of  insti- 
tutions of  this  nature.  He  observes, — ''There  are  about 
5,000  orphans  in  the  establishment  in  Dublin.  My  de- 
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cided  opinion  is,  that  were  it  not  for  this  institution,  not 
one-half  0?  them  would  be  now  alive,  and  that  the  surviv- 
ing portion  would  be  the  worst  members  in  our  society. 
The  purity  of  Scottish  morals  is  proverbial,  and  yet  in 
one  marked  respect  they  appear  to  be  inferior  to  any  nation 
in  Europe.  It  will  be  found  stated  in  Guthrie's  standard 
geographical  work,  that  the  Scottish  women  are  the  most 
prone  to  infanticide  of  any  women  in  Christendom.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  no  Foundling  Hospital  in  Scotland ;  its  ab- 
sence does  not  prevent  illicit  intercourse,  but  it  impels  to 
a  further  crime,  the  infant  being  either  strangled,  thrown 
into  a  river,  or  very  commonly  left  at  the  door  of  a  church. 
The  institution  in  Dublin  has  existed  for  more  than  a 
century,  and  yet  seduction  and  criminal  connection  are 
still  branded  as  flagitious  offences."  It  is  the  want  of 
them,  and  not  in  their  ^presence,  that  the  absence  of  Found- 
ling Hospitals  leads  to  the  commission  of  graver  offences ; 
intentional  abortion,  child  murder,  and  all  the  evils,  fre- 
quently death  itself,  resulting  to  the  woman,  who  has  no 
asylum  to  hide  her  shame  and  amend  her  life. 

Though  the  Foundling  Hospitals  of  London  and  Paris 
are  undoubtedly  the  oldest,  largest,  and  best  known  in  the 
civilized  world,  there  are  others  in  the  capital  cities  of 
southern,  central,  and  eastern  Europe,  to  which  brief  al- 
lusion may  be  made  :  their  existence  furnishing  the  proof 
of  their  generally  recognized  necessity. 
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Belgium,  though  of  limited  territorial  extent,  has  sig- 
nalized itself  by  its  struggle  for  freedom,  by  its  progress 
in  intelligence  and  civil  importance  among  the  European 
states.  Now,  with  all  this,  has  grown  up  hospitals  of 
every  description,  supported,  in  that  mere  speck  of  the 
geographer's  map,  at  an  annual  expenditure  of  nearly  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Mrs.  Trollope  has  correctly 
stated,  that  in  318  hospitals,  during  the  four  years  from  1831 
to  1834  inclusive,  no  less  than  22,180  persons  were  treat- 
ed. In  connection  with  this  fact,  and  it  is  only  mentioned 
for  the  sake  of  its  connection.  Foundling  Hospitals  con- 
stitute a  prominent  feature  of  the  eleemosynary  institutions 
of  Belgium — of  a  population  not  migratory,  or  unfettered 
from  public  opinion  like  ours.  If  necessary  in  a  Catholic 
thickly  populated  state,  among  a  people  remarkable  for 
intelligence,  of  known  resident  ancestry,  and  where  family 
relationships  are  sacredly  maintained  as  a  dearly  cherished 
thing,  how  much  more  so  in  the  capital  city  of  America, 
in  a  state  of  society  so  essentially  different  from  that  of 
Antwerp  or  Brussels? 

The  turning  table,  adopted  from  the  Parisian  model,  is 
now  abandoned  in  all  the  minor  Foundling  Hospitals  in 
Belgium,  with  the  exception  of  its  two  great  cities.  This, 
however,  is  only  a  matter  of  minor  detail.  It  doos  not 
affect  the  principle.  The  total  number  of  children  annu- 
ally abandoned  in  Belgium  is  estimated  to  exceed  8,000, 
out  of  144,000  births,  or  a  ratio  of  about  1  in  18.  The 
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care  with  which  the  legislature  has  provided  for  the  public 
health,  and  for  the  safety  of  the  virtuous  from  the  conse- 
quences of  the  depravity  of  the  vicious,  is  shown  in  the 
fact,  that  out  of  an  army  of  30,000  men — prone  as  are  a 
licentious  unmarried  soldiery  to  sexual  excesses-^there 
were  amongst  them  in  1855,  less  than  200  cases  of  syphilis 
in  that  year.  The  same  spirit  which  restrains  the  spread 
of  constitutional  disease,  has  erected  Foundling  Hospitals; 
iTtot  merely  in  mercy  to  destroyed  or  disowned  infants, 
but  as  an  essential  step  towards  rendering  such  alternatives 
unnecessary. 

With  the  progress  in  education  and  intelligence,  has 
grown  up  in  Eussia  the  institution  of  receptacles  for 
deserted  infants.  The  "  Waspitatelnoi  Dom^''  or  Found- 
ling Hospital  of  St.  Petersburgh,  is  described  as  "the  most 
magnificent  foundation  of  the  kind  in  Europe."  No  doubt 
this  reference  is  merely  to  the  size  of  the  building.  The 
Kussian  authorities  are  proud  of  it,  and  very  communica- 
tive. Successive  sovereigns  have  gratified  their  caprice 
by  munificent  endowments,  and  the  annual  expenditure  is 
not  less  than  a  million  of  dollars  of  our  currency.  The 
number  of  children  annually  cared  for  is  commensurate 
with  its  wealth,  not  fewer  than  twenty -five  thousand  an- 
nually. England,  France,  (until  lately,)  Belgium,  Eussia, 
each  has  its  state  religion.  Catholic,  Protestant,  or  the 
Greek  Church.    In  these  great  subdivisions  of  the  civil- 


Ixxxv 


ized  eastern  world,  where  exists  the  moral  sanction  or 
denunciation  of  some  or  other  religious  code  not  by  au- 
thority prescriptive  here,  the  necessity  for  Foundling 
Hospitals  has  been  deemed  imperative.  It  may  be  well 
to  give  a  few  details  respecting  the  Russian  Hospital. 

The  lodge  is  open  day  and  night,  for  the  reception  of 
infants.  The  daily  average  of  children  brought,  is  about 
twenty.  The  only  question  asked,  is,  whether  the  child 
has  been  baptized,  and  by  what  name.  If  not  baptized, 
the  ceremony  is  performed  by  a  priest  of  the  national,  or 
Greek  Church.  At  the  time  of  leaving  the  child,  the 
mother  receives  a  ticket,  the  duplicate  of  which  is  placed 
round  the  child's  neck.  It  is  admitted  that  the  mortality 
among  these  helpless  infants  is  great;  but  the  intelligent 
American  or  English  physician  will  ascribe  that  mortality 
in  part  to  the  "  tedious  ceremonies  of  their  baptism,  which 
last  several  hours."  For  the  Archbishop  of  St.  Peters- 
burgh,  the  ice  on  the  Neva  is  broken  one  day  annually, 
for  the  baptism  by  immersion  of  infants  that  are  not 
foundlings,  and  when  an  unfortunate  slips  from  his  hand 
under  the  ice,  he  has  been  known  to  say,  "  God  has  taken 
this  child,  hand  me  another^  If  such  be  the  general  reck- 
lessness, what  is  to  be  expected  in  their  hospitals,  or  how 
shall  we  compare  their  results  with  what  might  be  our 
own?  Some  die,  we  are  told,  immediately  on  their  recep. 
tion  ;  the  gross  mortality,  includihg  deaths  among  children 
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placed  out  at  nurse,  being  probably  8,000  annually,  or 
about  one  in  four  of  the  whole  number  committed  to  the 
care  of  the  institution.  In  the  opinion  of  a  competent  au- 
thority, the  institution  does  not  work  badly.  The  children 
are  given  in  care  of  wet-nurses  for  about  six  weeks ;  they 
are  then  sent  into  the  country  until  six  years  old.  They 
are  then  brought  back  to  the  institution  and  educated — 
this  too  in  Russia — in  a  superior  manner ;  the  girls  are 
qualified  as  governesses  in  Russian  families,  and  the  boys 
as  artisans  in  the  imperial  manufactories.  In  cases  of 
special  capacity,  these  youths  receive  a  scientific  or  mu 
sical  education.  A  Lying-in-Hospital  is  one  of  the  ap- 
pendages of  this  Foundling  Institution.  Pregnant  women 
may  enter,  three  or  four  weeks  before  their  confinement, 
and  the  strictest  secrecy  is  maintained  as  to  their  name 
and  character.  Even  the  omnipotent  Czar  respects  the 
privileges  of  this  asylum.  If  such  be  the  requirements  of 
society  where  morality  is  a  thing  of  enforcement,  regulated 
by  law,  and  more  or  less  amenable  to  its  demands,  where 
open  flagitiousness,  wilful  abortion  and  child  murder  are 
repressible  by  something  more  than  that  public  opinion, 
which  here  is  comparatively  disregarded,  and  owns 
scarcely  any  higher  law,  how  much  more  necessary  for 
us  are  those  institutions  which  protect  the  innocent  off- 
spring of  accidental  or  guilty  intercourse. 

In  Moscow,  the  ancient  capital  of  Russia,  and  situated 
in  the  heart  of  the  empire,  far  away  from  the  influx  of 
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strangers,  who  compose  the  almost  entire  population  of 
New  York,  is  another  Foundling  Hospital,  managed  after  a 
similar  fashion  to  that  in  the  aristocratic  seaport  capital. 
At  Moscow,  the  empress  is  the  nominal  mother  and  pro- 
tectress of  the  foundlings.  These  are  mostly  the  offspring 
of  such  as  can  not  or  do  not  desire  to  retain  them.  Free 
access,  on  appointed  days,  is  permitted  to  the  parents. 
Under  special  circumstances,  the  empress  will  permit  a 
child  to  be  removed  from  the  institution,  if  the  parents 
can  satisfy  the  government  that  they  have  the  means  and 
the  disposition  to  support  it  properly. 

Passing  from  the  review  of  foundling  institutions  in 
Kussia,  we  may  mention  that  there  are  numerous  hospitals 
of  this  description  in  Sweden.  That  in  Stockholm  was 
originally  established  by  GusTAVUS  Adolphus,  and  orig- 
inally intended  for  the  children  of  military  men  of  broken 
health  and  fortune.  It  now,  following  the  example  of 
other  countries,  and  impelled  by  the  necessity  and  pru- 
dence of  such  extension,  receives  the  children  of  all 
comers,  upon  payment  of  an  entrance  fee  equivalent  to 
thirty-five  dollars.  No  questions  are  asked  on  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  child  to  the  asylum,  and  excepting  the  fee, 
it  is  in  no  respect  different  from  ordinary  foundling  hos- 
pitals. It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  taxa- 
tion of  Sweden  is  light,  and  that  its  public  income,  appli- 
cable to  the  support  of  governmental  hospitals,  is  conse- 
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placed  out  at  nurse,  being  probably  8,000  annually,  or 
about  one  in  four  of  the  whole  number  committed  to  the 
care  of  the  institution.  In  the  opinion  of  a  competent  au- 
thority, the  institution  does  not  work  badly.  The  children 
are  given  in  care  of  wet-nurses  for  about  six  weeks;  they 
are  then  sent  into  the  country  until  six  years  old.  They 
are  then  brought  back  to  the  institution  and  educated — 
this  too  in  Kussia — in  a  superior  manner ;  the  girls  are 
qualified  as  governesses  in  Kussian  families,  and  the  boys 
as  artisans  in  the  imperial  manufactories.  In  cases  of 
special  capacity,  these  youths  receive  a  scientific  or  mu 
sical  education.  A  Lying-in-Hospital  is  one  of  the  ap- 
pendages of  this  Foundling  Institution.  Pregnant  women 
may  enter,  three  or  four  weeks  before  their  confinement, 
and  the  strictest  secrecy  is  maintained  as  to  their  name 
and  character.  Even  the  omnipotent  Czar  respects  the 
privileges  of  this  asylum.  If  such  be  the  requirements  of 
society  where  morality  is  a  thing  of  enforcement,  regulated 
by  law,  and  more  or  less  amenable  to  its  demands,  where 
open  flagitiousness,  wilful  abortion  and  child  murder  are 
repressible  by  something  more  than  that  public  opinion, 
which  here  is  comparatively  disregarded,  and  owns 
scarcely  any  higher  law,  how  much  more  necessary  for 
us  are  those  institutions  which  protect  the  innocent  off- 
spring of  accidental  or  guilty  intercourse. 

In  Moscow,  the  ancient  capital  of  Eussia,  and  situated 
in  the  heart  of  the  empire,  far  away  from  the  influx  of 
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strangers,  who  compose  the  almost  entire  population  of 
New  York,  is  another  Foundling  Hospital,  managed  after  a 
similar  fashion  to  that  in  the  aristocratic  seaport  capital. 
At  Moscow,  the  empress  is  the  nominal  mother  and  pro- 
tectress of  the  foundlings.  These  are  mostly  the  ofifspring 
of  such  as  can  not  or  do  not  desire  to  retain  them.  Free 
access,  on  appointed  days,  is  permitted  to  the  parents. 
Under  special  circumstances,  the  empress  will  permit  a 
child  to  be  removed  from  the  institution,  if  the  parents 
can  satisfy  the  government  that  they  have  the  means  and 
the  disposition  to  support  it  properly. 

Passing  from  the  review  of  foundling  institutions  in 
Kussia,  we  may  mention  that  there  are  numerous  hospitals 
of  this  description  in  Sweden.  That  in  Stockholm  was 
originally  established  by  Gustavus  Adolphus,  and  orig- 
inally intended  for  the  children  of  military  men  of  broken 
health  and  fortune.  It  now,  following  the  example  of 
other  countries,  and  impelled  by  the  necessity  and  pru- 
dence of  such  extension,  receives  the  children  of  all 
comers,  upon  payment  of  an  entrance  fee  equivalent  to 
thirty-five  dollars.  No  questions  are  asked  on  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  child  to  the  asylum,  and  excepting  the  fee, 
it  is  in  no  respect  different  from  ordinary  foundling  hos- 
pitals. It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  taxa- 
tion of  Sweden  is  light,  and  that  its  public  income,  appli- 
cable to  the  support  of  govermental  hospitals,  is  conse- 
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quently  limited.  The  payment  of  this  fee  is  considered 
by  some  Swedish  writers  as  modifying  the  entire  character 
of  the  institution,  as  constituting  more  or  less  of  a  justifi- 
cation for  those  parents,  who,  possessing  the  means,  prefer 
to  release  themselves  of  the  care  and  expense  of  their  off- 
spring, and  who  use  this  payment  as  a  salvo  to  their  con- 
sciences, thinking  they  have  to  that  extent  done  their 
duty.  Taking  into  account  the  unsettled  migratory  char- 
acter of  thousands  of  our  new  comers,  it  may  be  a  question, 
whether,  upon  the  payment  of  a  proper  and  sufficient  sum, 
there  might  not  be  found  in  ISTew  York,  countless  numbers 
of  little  unfortunates,  who  would  be  far  better  cared  for 
by  the  remunerated  public,  and  who  would  form  far  more 
useful  citizens,  swell  the  ranks  of  our  army  or  navy,  or 
usefully,  after  appropriate  education,  take  their  place 
among  the  toiling  millions,  than  if  left  to  perish,  or  to  be 
"dragged  up"  to  an  immoral  maturity,  under  the  bad 
example  of  heartless  parents.  These,  however,  would 
form  but  a  trifling  fraction  of  the  inmates  of  a  Foundling 
Hospital, 

Passing  into  Italy,  we  find  that  in  Naples,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  400,000,  there  is  a  Foundling  Hospital  for  the 
average  reception  annually  of  2,000  infants,  out  of  fifteen 
thousand  births,  nearly  one-seventh.  It  is  difficult  to  as- 
certain how  many  of  these  are  illegitimate.  In  Eome,  is 
a  Foundling  Hospital,  with  a  revenue  of  50,000  dollars 
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per  annum;  and  in  Tuscany,  in  1834,  there  were  12,000 
foundlings  received  into  the  various  hospitals. 

Foundling  Hospitals  have  long  been  recognized  in 
Spain,  and  also  in  Portugal.  That  in  Madrid  receives 
about  4,000  children  annually.  These  are  actual  found- 
lings, exposed  publicly  to  the  compassion  of  the  charitable. 
It  is  served  principally  by  the  Sisters  of  Charity.  The 
infants  are  entrusted  to  nurses,  and  at  a  proper  age,  being 
removed,  they  receive  instruction  in  the  simpler  rudi- 
ments of  education,  and  their  religious  and  moral  training 
is  cared  for.  This,  too,  in  a  country  the  reverse  of  ours, 
where  intestine  commotion,  revolutionary  and  constant 
political  changes,  interfere  so  seriously  with  moral  and 
civil  progress,  where  freedom  with  its  manifest  advan- 
tages and  its  possible  abuses  is  entirely  unknown.  The 
children,  even  under  the  constant  anarchy  of  Spanish  rule, 
are  drafted  to  learn  some  practical  handicraft,  and  the  in- 
stitution is  in  a  great  measure  self-supporting.  How  much 
more  facile  are  our  opportunities  for  the  maintenance  of 
such  a  hospital,  and  surely  as  a  rapidly  rising  power 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  we  are  quite  as  deeply  in- 
terested as  any  European  Catholic  nation  can  possibly  be 
in  rearing  a  population  containing  the  fewest  possible 
number  of  incumbrances  on  our  greatness,  the  greatest 
possible  number  of  those  who  may  add  to  our  resources. 
To  diminish  poverty  and  crime,  whether  either  be  first  or 
consequent,  is  surely  a  problem  in  which  the  United  States 
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of  America  have  a  vital  question  as  deeply  at  stake,  as 
have  any  of  the  effete  worn  out  despotisms  of  the  old 
world.  And  the  agencies  which  they  have  found  indis- 
pensable, come  recommended  by  the  practical  test  of  cen- 
turies, and  if  needed  there,  from  the  very  fact  of  a  vary- 
ing condition  of  society,  as  well  as  from  the  added  fact  of 
our  eager  aspirations  after  national  progress,  are  not  only 
more  intensely  needed  here,  but  far  more  easily  applicable. 
The  Foundling  Hospital  at  Barcelona,  which  has  existed 
since  1780,  is  well  supported.  At  Oporto,  in  Portugal,  a 
similar  institution  is  recognized — and  there  are  two,  one 
at  Belem,  another  in  Lisbon,  receiving  together  annually 
nearly  3,000  children,  where  the  management  and  destina- 
tion of  the  children  appears  to  be  the  same  as  in  the 
Spanish  Foundling  Hospitals. 

These  endowments  are  not  peculiar  to  the  old  continent. 
There  is  a  Foundling  Hospital  in  Mexico,  supported  by 
private  individuals ;  while  gentlemen  give  money,  the 
ladies  of  the  capital  are  very  appropriately  employed  in 
the  bestowal  of  their  time  and  attention.  When  a  child 
has  been  a  month  in  the  hospital,  it  is  sent  with  an  Indian 
nurse  to  one  of  the  adjacent  villages.  If  sick  or  feeble,  it 
remains  in  the  institution,  under  the  immediate  care  of  the 
society.  These  nurses  are  subject  to  a  responsible  person 
who  answers  for  their  good  conduct.  When  weaned  it  is 
brought  back  and  remains  in  the  hospital  charge.  Few 
are  left  to  grow  up  there.    They  are  adopted  by  respect- 
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able  persons,  who  bring  them  up  either  as  servants  or 
their  own  children,  and  thus  ensure  a  useful  addition  to 
the  resources  of  the  state.  This,  too,  in  Mexico,  in  a 
country  convulsed  by  daily  political  revulsions.  With 
the  ladies  of  New-York,  what  is  there  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter to  interfere  with  their  benevolent  attentions,  or  why 
are  they  here  less  necessary?  Assuredly  they  are  far 
more  imperatively  demanded,  and  infinitely  more  easy  of 
performance.  In  Central  America  the  condition  of  wo- 
men, and  of  the  country,  politically  regarded,  is  much  the 
same  as  in  Mexico.  Yet,  we  find  there  is  a  Foundling 
Hospital  at  Eio  Janeiro,  established  so  long  ago  as  1582, 
It  presents  no  peculiarity  in  its  administration.  In  Lima, 
where  no  such  institution  exists,  it  is  not  unusual  to 
notice  the  dead  bodies  of  infants  cast  out  by  unfeeling 
mothers,  and  what  reason  have  we  to  avert  the  fact  that 
our  own  Hudson  and  the  East  River  carry  with  them  to 
the  Atlantic,  with  the  returning  tide,  annually,  a  number 
of  equally  hapless  victims,  or  that  where  facilities  for 
prostituted  surgical  science  exist,  the  same  enormities  do 
not  prevail  as  are  openly  and  unblushingly  perpetrated 
among  moralists  in  Peru,  not  looser  in  principle  than  our 
own,  yet  more  cautious  in  their  perpetration  of  sim.ilar 
crimes. 

A  more  extended  description  of  these  institutions  might 
have  been  given.  Most  of  them  are  noticed  as  indirectly 
connected  with  the  means  for  the  suppression  of  prostitu- 
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tion.  In  the  admirable  report  on  that  subject,  by  Dr. 
Sanger,  presented  by  authority,  to  the  Board  of  Gover- 
nors of  the  Alms  House  of  New- York,  the  reports  and 
writers  are  quoted  from  whence  he  has  derived  the  facts, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  they  are  entirely  reliable. 
Other  sources  of  information  have  also  been  collected  and 
made  available,  the  object  being,  not  originality,  but  truth. 

It  would  be  no  difficult  task  to  extend  these  illustra- 
tions.   They  appeal  to  every  manly  bosom. 

"  Homo  sum,  nihil  humani 
A  me  alienum  puto." 

It  must  *'  needs  be  that  offences  will  come."  and  a 
woe"  is  denounced  against  him  "  by  whom  the  offence 
cometh."  But  that  furnishes  no  excuse  for  the  neglect  of 
pity  to  the  suffering,  the  innocent,  and  those  who  are  re- 
claimable  by  its  exercise.  The  claims  of  helpless  woman, 
of  thousands  of  still  more  helpless  and  innocent  infants, 
are  before  us.  With  every  duty  stands,  inseparably  re- 
lated, a  promise  and  a  blessing.  Let  us  not  then  forget 
the  authority  of  Him  who  has  said,  "  Whosoever  shall 
give  to  drink,  unto  one  of  these  little  ones,  a  cap  of  cold 
water  only,  verily,  he  shall  in  no  wise  lose  his  reward." 

Signed, 

ISAAC  TOWNSEND,  ) 
WASHINGTON  SMITH,  }  Committee, 
ANTHONY  DUGKO,  ^ 
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BALANCE  SHEET,  DECEMBER  31,  1858. 


^1,080 

534 

428 
3,518 


463 
31 
23 
205 
2,341 
1,427 
574 

760 
1.020 
39 
910 
154 
577 
3,166 
450 


$17,707  06 


Alms  House  

Bake  House  

Bellevue  Hospital  . . 

Comptroller  

City  Cemetery  

City  Prison  

Colored  Home  

Colored  Orphans.  . . 

Ferry,  B.  I  

Lunatic  Asylum  .... 

Nursery,  R.  I  

Hospital  . . 

Office  

Out  Door  Poor  .... 
Peniten'y  and  new  wing 
Island  Hospital  .... 

"  new  building 
Prison,  2d  District  . .  . 

3d       "  ... 

4th      "  ... 

Kandall's  Island  

Small  Pox  Hospital.  .  . 

Work  House  

Store  House,  B.  I  

"      R.  I  

Cash  


;  60,149  m 
102,225  28 


2,607 
24,628 
13,404 

5,631 

4,741 
69,071 
59,760 
19,562  99 
23,679  41 
138,583  53 
62,891  84 
46,095  48 

7,497  94 

1,048  16 
954  01 

1,606  63 
26,745  25 

4,444  65 
44,663  59 

692  91 
72.295  47 


;  36,727  36 
743.032  60 


$792,982  941792,982  94 
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CASH  RECEIPTS  AND  PAYMENTS 
From  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1858. 


To  cash,  balance  31st  December,  '57. 
"       rec'd  on  Comptroller's  war- 
rants   

Rec'd  on  Comptroller's  warrants 
for  building  new  Isl.  Hosp'l. 

for  board  of  patients  

support  of  illegitimate  chil- 
dren   

Indenture  fees  

Interments  

sales  of  barrels  and  casks  . . . 

"  livestock  

"      bones  and  grease  .  . . 
"      suHdries,  and  fines  at 
city  prisons  


By  payments  in  January,  1858. 

"       February,    "  . 


March, 
April, 
May, 
June, 
July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


cash,  balance  31st  December,  '58 


Dec.  3 1st,  to  balance  in  bank, 


Sl,014  50 

2,235  79 
88  00 
428  50 
3,483  55 
1,497  87 
1,322  41 

7,636  44 


$138,032  60 
605,000  00 
100.000  00 


17,707  06 


$860,739  66 


72,295  41 


857,530  01 
06,085  74 
70,057  42 
02,298  51 
55,340  06 
52,037  28 
59,866  38 
67,048  82 
89,586  01 
74,192  62 
02,109  69 
72,291  65 


788,444  19 
72,295  47 


$860,739  66 


EXPENDITUEE 


FOLLOWING  INSTITUTIONS  : 


SDr. 


Cr. 


$14,084  23 
50  00 


3,BU  51 


I  4,977  91 
1    38,698  45 


63  17 


325  00 


107,497  94 


$169,071  21 


Alms  House  

Bake  House  

Bellevue  Hospital  . .  . . 

City  Cemetery  

City  Prison  

Colored  Home  

Colored  Orphans  

Ferry  

Lunatic  Asylum  

Nursery,  Randall's  Isl 

Hospital 

Office  

Out-Door  Poor  

Penitentiary  

"       new  wing,  , 

Island  Hospital  

Prison,  2d  District  .  . 
3d 

4th  " 

Randall's  Island  

Small  Pox  Hospital . . 

Work  House  

Store  House,  B.  I  

"      R.  L... 

Island  Hospital  

New  building  


$61,230  62 

102,759  54 
3,035  73 
28,146  SO 
13,404  63 
5,631 
4,741 
09,535 


$36,727  36 


59.792  25 


19,586 
23,884 
140,924 


64,319  54 

46,670  43 
1,808  16 
1,974  01 
1,645  63 

27,655  87 
4,598  65 

45,240  99 

1,143  36 
107,497  94 


$835,228  52 


10.056  Q", 


$46,784  33 
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Expenditure. —  Continued. 

Total  amount  of  payments,  including  $7  9,084  14 
credited  to  the  Institutions  for  sundry 
materials  and  convict  and  pauper  labor  on 

buildings   $835,228  52 

Deduct  the  amount  charged  for  buildings   169,0tl  21 


$666,151  01 

Deduct  amount  credited  to  bake 

house   $36,127  36 

to  store  house,  B.  1   10,056  97 

for  cash  receipts   17,707  06 

644,91  39 


601,665  92 

Net  amount  paid  for  support  of  the  Institutions 
for  1858,  the  estimated  expenditure  for 
1858  being   $625,000 
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DISBURSEMENTS  FOR  1857. 


Beans   $19  88 

Beef,  fresh  75,596  10 

"     salt  10,448  79—  36,044  89 

Boats,  Repairs,  Oars,  &c   931  35 

Bread   1,365  09 

Brooms  and  Brushes   1,390  19 

Buildings  and  Repairs   92,631  53 

Butter   5,332  91 

Canai.    85  74 

Charcoal   178 

Cartage  of  Fuel  to  Out-Boor  Poor   10,118  37 

Cheese   93  56 

Children  at  Nurse   12,803  73 

"       Stray,  and  Expenses   18139 

Cleaning,  Repairs,  and  Office  Expenses   345  05 

Coal  and  Expenses   69,374  26 

Coffee,  Cocoa,  Peas,  Rye   2,532  85 

Colored  Home,  support  of  Colored  Paupers   13,404  63 

Orphan    "       "       "      Children....  5,631  43 

Combs   383  06 

Crackers   1,379  90 

a 
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Crockery,  Glass,  Stone,  and  Earthenware   1,512  IG 

Croton  Water  Expenses   3,858  77 

Donations  to  Out-Door  Poor   41,334  13 

Drugs  and  Medicines   11,989  93 

Dry  Goods  and  India  Rubber  Cloth.   39,342  54 

Eggs   882  38 

Farming  Implements  and  Repairs   287  75 

Feeding  Paupers  and  Prisoners  Extra   36  37 

Pish,  fresh  and  salt   2,297  18 

Flour   31,538  46 

Furniture   6,187  56 

Garden  Seeds   193  86 

Gas  Light  and  Expenses   2,920  84 

Groceries,  Small   761  98 

Hardware,  Nails,  Copper,  Iron,  Lead,  Steel,  Tin, 

and  Zinc   8,199  95 

Hats  and  Caps   511  66 

Hay,  Grain,  Feed,  and  Straw   6,173  31 

Hire,  Extra   8,471  03 

Ice  c   1,455  41 

Lard   146  75 

Leather  and  Findings   9,418  69 

Lime   771  38 

Live  Stock   2,783  88 

Lumber   12,159  54 

Malt  and  Hops   121  20 

Manure  and  Freight   1,547  25 

Marketing   1,011  05 
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Mason  Work  and  Materials   16,777  07 

Meal   3,186  60 

Medical  Attendance   384  85 

Milk   16,966  64 

Miscellaneous   4,801  37 

Molasses  .  5,575  18 

Mutton  for  Hospitals   9,650  13 

Oil,  Camphene,  &c   4,301  21 

Onions   29  48 

Paints,  Oil,  and  Glass   1,932  09 

Plumbing   2,526  32 

Pork,  salt   2,083  57 

Postage   181  48 

Potatoes   3,946  64 

Powder  and  Safety  Fuse   1,199  62 

Refreshment  for  Visitors   10,055  73 

Rice...   6,530  60 

Rope,  Rigging,  and  Twine   1,240  36 

Salaries   143,399  21 

Salt   432  66 

Sand,  White   318  24 

Shoes   299  11 

Soap   6,916  67 

Spices   169  05 

Starch   313  44 

Stationery  and  Printing   5,289  29 

Steamboat,  use  of.   5,593  14 

Stoves,  Fixtures,  and  Ranges   3,108  46 


c 


Subscription  to  Newspapers  and  Advertising. .  110  71 

Sugar..   6,628  67 

Surgical  Instruments   771  30 

Sweeping  Chimneys   5  00 

Tea                                                       ..  ..  4,393  85 

Tin,  Copper,  and  Sheet  Iron  Ware   441  68 

Tobacco  and  Snuff.   1,287  80 

Transportation  of  Paupers   2,448  15 

Prisoners   1,849  92 

Vehicles,  Repairs,  Harness,  and  Farriery   1,868  02 

Vinegar   414  00 

Wages  of  Mechanics   3,051  01 

Wages  at  Work  House   112  36 

Wine,  Alcohol,  Ale,  Beer,  &c   3,905  75 

Wood   3,386  20 

Wooden  Ware   352  74 


Total.  $788,444  19 


ALMS  HOUSE. 


To  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Alms  House  of  the 
City  of  Neio  York  : 

Gentlemen, — The  AVarden  of  the  Alms  House,  B. 
I.,  most  respectfully  presents  to  your  Honorable  Board  the 
Tenth  Annual  Report  of  this  Institution,  for  the  year  1858. 

The  whole  number  of  persons  admitted  from  the  1st 
January  to  81st  December,  1858,  inclusive,  was  3890,  of 
which  number  there  were 


Natives   794 

From  Ireland   2,544 

"     England   170 

"     Scotland   82 

"    Germany   212 

"    France   36 

"    Canada   15 

"    Other  countries   37  3,890 


Admitted  in  the  year  1857  '   4,204 

Showing  a  decrease  in  1858  of   314 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  Admissions,  Discharges, 
and  Deaths  during  the  year,  exhibiting  the  number  of 
Natives  and  Foreignei's,  Males  and  Females,  for  the  same 
period. 
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There  are  at  present  remaining  in  the  Alms  House  1,69"6 
Of  which  nnmber  there  are — 


Males .  . , 
Females , 


769 

927  1,696- 


Natives   830 

Foreigners   1,366  1,696 


1  8  5  8. 

MEN. 

WOMEN. 

CHILD 'n. 

TOTAL. 

Transfers  frm  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital to  Alms  House  .... 

Transfers  from  Lunatic  As}-- 
lum  to  Alms  House  

68 
10 

71 

§a 

10 

1 

149 
44 

Transfers  from  Work  House 
to  Alms  House.  

4 

5 

9 

Transfers  from  Kandall's  Isl- 
and to  Alms  House  

3 

8 

11 

85 

117 

11 

213 

Committed  to  Alms  House,  1858.. 

Married  Women . .  49 
Widow        "  ..50 

Child 

u 

ren   . . 

..23 

7 

Total 
(( 

...  72 
...  57 

Single         "     . .  6 
Men  9.... 

u 

1 

u 

...  i 

u 

...9 

i 

9  105 

31 

145 
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All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JONA.  STEAENS,  Warden. 

Alms  House,  Blackwell's  Island,  * 
January,  1859. 


6 


The  following  Statement  shows  the  quantity  of  Hay  and  Veg- 
etables raised  on  the  Alms  House  grounds  during  the  year 
1858: 

Potatoes   400  bushels. 

Carrots   307 

Turnips   510 

Parsnips   218 

Beets   109 

Tomatoes   506 

Onions   50 

Shallots   221 

Leeks   60 

Parsley   58 

Eadishes   22 

Lettuce   105 

Cucumbers   15 

Peas   80 

String  Beans   20 

Lima  Beans   25 

Spinach   100 

Asparagus   200  bundles. 

Cabbage   12,000  heads. 

Celery   3,000  " 

Corn  in  ear   '  2,000  " 

Melons   250 

Cauliflower   100 

Squashes   300 

Egg  Plant   50 

Hay   1  ton. 


BELLKVUE  HOSPITAL. 


MEDICAL  OFFICERS,  JANUARY  1st,  1859. 


Consulting  Physicians,  j 

John  W.  Francis,  M.D.,  j 
Pres't  of  the  Board. ! 

Isaac  Wood,  m.d.  ' 

Visiting  Physicians,  \ 

John  T.  Metcalfe,  m.d.  ' 

Alonzo  Clark,  m.d.  ' 

Benj.  W.  McC ready,  m.d.  | 

Isaac  E.  Ta3'lor,  m.d.  ' 

George  T.  Elliot,  m.d.  ' 

B.  Fordvce  Barker,  m.d.  ' 


Consulting  Surgeons. 
Valentine  Mott,  M.D. 
Alexander  H,  Stevens,  m.d. 

Visiting  Surgeons.  ■ 
James  R.  Wood,  m.d. 
Charles  D.  Smith,  m.d, 
Lewis  A.  Sayre,  m.d. 
John  J.  Crane,  m.d. 
John  A.  Lidell,  m.d. 
Stephen  Smith,  M.D. 
Willard  Parker,  M-D. 


HOUSE  STAFF, 

House  Physicians. 
James  R.  Bird. 
Edmund  R.  Walker, 
Foster  Swift. 
R.  B.  Maury. 

Assistan  t  Ph ysicians. 
E.  C.  Kinney. 
Stewart  White. 
Edward  B.  Dalton. 
W.  I.  Jones. 

Apothecary — ^John  Frev 


House  Surgeons, 
Charles  Phelps. 
D,  W,  Schmidt. 


Aasiskint  Surgeoru 
Timothy  Babb. 
Charles"^?.  Russell. 
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BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

New  York,  December  Slst,  1858. 

The  Medical  Board  of  Bellevue  Hospital  respectfully 
submit  their  Annual  Keport  for  the  year  1858 : 

Number  of  patients  remaining  January  1st,  1859  ..  843 

Admitted  from  January  1st  to  December  31st   7,925 

Born  .   '409 

Total   9,177 

Discharged   7,512 

Died   812 

Total    8,324 

Remaining  December  31st,  1858    853 

LYING-IN  DEPARTMENT. 

Wh(jle  number  of  births   409 

Stillborn   41 

A  classification  of  the  causes  of  death  will  be  found 
appended  to  this  report. 
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The  following  deductions  from  these  statistics  may  be 
made ;  whole  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  Hospital 
proper,  8,768 ;  of  these  812  died,  60  being  Coroners'  cases, 
giving  a  mortality  after  deducting  the  latter  of  about  8^ 
per  cent.  Of  the  causes  of  death  it  will  be  seen  that  con- 
sumption gives  its  usual  annual  mortality,  nearly  equal  to 
all  other  causes  combined. 

The  Medical  Board  take  pleasure  in  recording  this 
gradual  diminution  of  the  annual  mortality  of  this  Hospi- 
tal which  manifestly  keeps  pace  with  the  hygienic  improve- 
ments which  have  been  made  in  the  building,  and  which 
now  compares  most  favorably  with  that  of  any  other  sim- 
ilar institution  in  the  world. 

The  Lying-in  Department  exhibits  a  large  increase  of 
patients. 

It  is  in  contemplation  by  the  city  authorities  to  change 
materially  the  neighborhood  of  the  Hospital  by  filling  up 
the  adjacent  docks,  thus  reclaiming  new  blocks  from  the 
river  and  extending  the  corresponding  streets  and  avenues. 
If  these  improvements  are  carried  out  there  is  danger  that 
encroachments  will  be  made  upon  the  water  front  of  the 
Hospital,  thereby  not  only  greatly  marring  the  beauty  of 
the  present  location,  but  rendering  it  much  less  salubrious. 
We  would  urge  therefore  upon  the  Board  of  Governors 
the  importance  of  advising  with  the  municipal  authorities 
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n  reference  to  this  matter,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  prevent 
any  encroacliments  upon  the  water  front  of  tlie  Hospital. 

The  great  advantages  of  this  Hospital  for  the  instruction 
of  medical  students  is  becoming  annually  more  highly 
appreciated,  as  is  shown  by  the  increasing  numbers  in  daily 
attendance  upon  the  clinical  lectures  now  regularly  given. 
The  wisdom  of  the  Board  of  Governors  in  requiring  a  fee 
from  students  is  seen  in  the  cheerfulness  with  which  it  is 
given,  the  increase  rather  than  diminution  of  the  class 
during  the  present  winter,  and  the  fund  which  thereby  ac- 
cumulates for  tlie  uses  of  the  Museum, 

Among  the  chief  attractions  of  this  Hospital  as  a  thea- 
tre for  medical  instruction  is  the  Museum.  Under  the  in- 
telligent and  assiduous  supervision  of  the  Curator,  Dr. 
Gouley,  it  is  being  rendered  a  most  important  auxiliary 
to  the  clinical  advantages  of  the  Institution,  and  is  thus 
making  ample  returns  for  the  outlay  that  has  been  made 
upon  it. 

The  same  gentleman,  who  is  also  Librarian,  has  during 
the  past  year  begun  the  collect*  m  of  a  library,  which  at 
no  distant  day  will  become  a  most  desirable  feature  in  the 
appointments  of  this  Hospital. 

The  police  regulations  of  the  Hospital  have  been  ad- 
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mirably  administered  during  the  past  year  by  the  Warden 
Mr.  Daly,  to  whom,  the  Medical  Board  desire  to  express 
their  acknowledgments  for  his  hearty  cooperation  in  all 
their  efforts  for  the  welfare  of  the  inmates. 

The  duties  of  the  resident  staff  have  b'een  promptly 
and  efiiciently  discharged ;  as  also  those  of  the  Apothecary 
Mr.  Frey,  and  other  employees  of  your  Board. 

JOHN  W.  FRANCIS,  M.  D., 
President  Medical  Board  of  Bellevue  Hospital. 


Stephen  Smith,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 
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RETURN  OF  DEATHS  FOR  1858. 


Albuminuria   27 

Alcoholismus,  Chronic...  1 

Arachnitis   3 

Apoplexy   12 

Aneurism,  Abdominal...  1 

"         Aortic   5 

Asthenia   2 

Asphyxia   1 

Amputation   4 

Accident   2 

Abscessus   11 

Apnoea   1 

Asthenia  a  Potu   6 

Bronchitis   *7 

Brights  Disease   15 

"     Kidney   3 

Burns   5 

Convulsions   7 

Cirrhosis   19 

Cyanosis   1 

Cholsemia   1 

Congestion  of  Brain   1 

Compression   1 

Carcinoma   3 

"        Uteri   1 

"        Liver   2 


Carcinoma  Pylorus   1 

Cheek   1. 

Cardiac  Disease   33 

Dropsy   2 

Cancer  of  Brain   1 

"         Stomach   2 

"        Breast   1 

Liver   2 

"         Uterus   3 

CoupdeSoleil   3 

Cystitis   1 

Dysentery,  Acute   3 

Chronic   3 

Diarrhoea,  Acute   3 

*'        Chronic   12 

Diabetis   1 

Delirium  Tremens   9 

"       Traumatic   1 

Erysipelas   15 

Epilepsy   1 

Effusion  of  Blood  into 

Abdomen   1 

Exhaustion   6 

Emphysema   2 

Enteritis,  Acute   1 

Fever,  Typhus   2 
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Fever,  Typhoid   11 

Puerperal   19 

Scarlet   1 

Fracture  of  Jaw   1 

"    Lumbar  Vertebrae  1 

"    Thigh  and  Leg. .  2 

"    Skull   1 

"    Ribs   1 

"    Spine   1 

"    Pelvis   1 

Fistula   1 

Fatty  Liver   2 

Gangrene   2 

"    of  Lungs   3 

"        Leg   1 

Heart  Disease   3 

Valvular    "    8 

Hypertrophy   2 

Hemmorrhage   3 

Hemiplegia   1 

Hydrocephalus   1 

Hydro-Pneuino  Thorax ...  1 

Hsematemesis   2 

Hernia   2 

Iritis   1 

Infiltration  of  Urine....  1 

Intemperance   2 

Inflammation  of  Knee 

Joint  ,   1 


Induration  of  Spinal  Cord  1 


Injuries  from  Fall   10 

Inflammation  of  Brain. .  .  1 

Laryngitis   2 

Mania  a  Potu   1 

Marasmus  *,   9 

Meningitis   46 

Metritus   1 

Nephritis   1 

Necrosis  of  Ileum   1 

"          Jaw   1 

Phthisis  319 

Pleuritis   6 

Peritonitis   9 

and  Enteritis ....  1 

Pneumonia   31 

Perforation  of  Intestines  2 

Paraplegia   3 

Phlebitis   1 

Paralysis  Traumatic...  1 

"        General   1 

Purpura   1 

Puerperal  Metritis   3 

Pelvic  Abscess   1 

Pericarditis   2 

Rupture  of  Uterus   2 

Renal  Ischeuria   1 

Syphilis   7 

Softening  of  Brain   4 
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2 

1 

2 

4 

Supra  E-enal  Disease  

2 

.  2 

Ulcers  of  Throat.   1 

Ununited  Fracture  of  Fe- 
mur   1 

Total   812 

Coroners'  Cases  Included  60 


BELLE VUE  HOSPITAL. 


OFFICERS,  JANUARY  1st,  185^^, 


Timothy  Daly,  Warden, 

John  Frey,  Apothecary. 

John  King,  Engineer. 

Elizabeth      Dennis^,  Matron, 
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BELLBVUE  HOSPITAL. 


WARDEN'S  REPORT. 


New  Yorlc^  January^  1859. 

GOVERXOES  of  the  Alms  House  : 

Gentlemen, — The  undersigned  respectfallj  presents 
his  Report  for  1858. 

The  number  of  patients  in  the  Hospital  on  the  first 


of  January,  1858,  was  843 

The  number  of  admissions  (including  409  births), 

during  the  year  was   8,334 

Whole  number  treated  for  the  year  1858,   9,177 

Number  discharged  during  the  year  7,512 

Number  of  deaths  during  the  year   812 

  8,324 

Present  number  remaining  in  Hospital   853 


Herewith  is  presented  a  table  showing  the  monthly  ad- 
missions, discharges  and  deaths  daring  the  last  year  ;  also 
the  nativities. 

Annexed  is  a  list  of  articles  made  by  the  Patients 
during  the  year,  and  an  Inventory  of  Goods  remaining  in 
store  at  the  close  of  1858. 
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In  February  last,  the  work  on  the  enlargement  and 
extension  of  the  old  building  was  so  far  completed  as  to 
admit  of  its  occupation  ;  since  which  time  the  Hospital 
has  had  ample  facilities  for  all  required  purposes,  and  now 
can  accommodate  1350  inmates  in  a  proper  and  comfort- 
able manner. 

A  handsome  circular  lawn  is  laid  out  in  the  ground 
fronting  the  Hospital,  which,  by  the  expenditure  of  a 
small  sum  for  ornamental  shrubbery,  will  add  materially 
to  the  beauty  of  the  place. 

The  semi-monthly  meetings  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee daring  the  past  year,  have  added  a  new  and  important 
feature  to  the  affairs  of  this  Institution,  the  good  effects 
of  which  are  manifest  in  its  whole  arrangement. 

I  congratulate  the  Board  of  Governors  on  having 
brought  this  Institution  to  its  present  condition ;  for,  as 
compared  with  its  state  at  the  period  of  their  assuming 
control  of  it,  it  is  a  subject  in  which  its  rulers  can  justly 
take  an  honest  pride,  and  challenge  the  approbation  of 
this  community. 

I  take  pleasure  in  repeating  my  meed  of  praise  to  the 
gentlemen  comprising  the  Medical  Board,  for  the  atten- 
tion, care  and  assiduity,  with  which  they  have  discharged 
their  onerous  duties  in  this  place,  and  promptly  responded 
to  every  demand  made  upon  them — whether  in  the  day- 
2 
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time  or  in  the  night — to  relieve  the  distresses  of  their  suf- 
fering patients.  To  the  young  gentlemen  of  the  House- 
staff,  equal  praise  is  due. 

The  officers  and  employees  of  the  Hospital  have  each 
and  all  conducted  themselves  in  a  praiseworthy  manner, 
and  have  discharged  their  different  duties  satisfactorily. 

TIMOTHY  DALY,  Wardfm. 
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NATIVITIES  OF  THOSE  ADMITTED— 1858. 


NAME  OF  COUNTRY. 

MEN. 

women. 

BOYS. 

GIRLS. 

TOTAL. 

rty  1 

AO 

00 

l,iOO 

0,  /Uo 

00  i 

Do  I 

149 

83 

232 

52 

44 

96 

48 

16 

64 

17 

18 

35 

Wales  

13 

19 

32 

44 

10 

54 

12 

4 

16 

Total  

4,253 

3,548 

69 

55 

7,925 

SUMMAKY. 

Kemaining  in  Hospital  January  1st,  1858   843 

Admitted  since,  (including  409  births)  8,334 

Wliole  number  treated  during  tlio  year  9,177 

Discharged  from  January  1st  to  December 

31st,  1858,  inclusive   7,512 

Died  from  Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31,  1858,  inclusive. 812  8,324 

Remaining  in  Hospital  January  1st,  1859  853 

TIMOTHY  DALY,  Warden, 
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Tlie  undermentioned  Articles  have  been  made  up  by  the 
Female  Patients  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital^  for  the  year 
\  ending  December  Slsi,  1858. 


Sheets,  unbleached  *  .  2, 605 

White  Sheets  521 

White  Chemises  418 

Bed         do   86 

Red  Shirts  208 

Stockings   42  pair. 

Socks  15-6 

Bedticks  467 

Pillow  Ticks  660 

Pillow  Slips  2,036 

Bed  Spreads  1,079 

Shrouds  1,388 

Over  Pants  248 

Blue  Shirts  154 

Sheets,  bleached   48 

Bandages  292 

Baby's  Nightgowns  169 

do.     Shirts  132 

do.     Rollers   85 

Tablecloths   84 

Towels  176 

Women's  Nightgowns.,,   48 
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APOTHECARY^S  REPORT. 

Bellevue  Hospital, 

January  1,  1859. 

To  the  BoAED  OF  Governors  : 
Gentlemen,  — 

I  respectfully  lay  before  you,  as  per  schedule  an- 
nexed, the  expenditures  of  my  Department  fo]-  the  year 
just  past,  with  an  inventory  of  the  stock  remaining  on 
hand,  and  the  number  of  prescriptions  put  up  during  the 
year  ;  also  the  amount  expended  for  surgical  instruments, 
appliances  and  repairs,  &;c.,  together  with  an  inventory  of 
all  the  Instruments  belonging  to  the  Institution,  which,  in 
accordance  with  a  recent  order  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee I  have  transferred  to  the  Curator,  Dr.  Gouley. 


Expended  for  Drugs  and  Medicines  $6,529  94 

"         Cod  Liver  Oil   267  05 

"         Oiled  Silk  and  Muslin   186  00 

"         Miscellaneous,  (Shop  and  Ward 

Furniture)   186  29 

"         Glass  Ware   185  64 

"         Cotton  Batts   158  89 

"         Gutta  Percha  Hospital  Sheeting.    158  54 

Farina   131  96 

"         White  Sugar   112  46 

$7,916  77 
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Stock  on  hand  December  31,  1858  $2,444  62 

No.  of  Prescriptions  put  up  during  the  year  145,503 

No.  of  Patients  treated  9,177 

Expended  for  surgical  instruments,  appliances 

and  repairs  $304  63 

J.  FREY,  Apothecary, 


BLACKAVELL'S  ISLAND  HOSPITALS. 


Resident  Physician's  Office, 

Blackwell's  Island, 

January  1,  1859. 

To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House: 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  here- 
with the  Medical  and  Statistical  Eeports  of  the  various  de- 
partments under  mj  charge,  during  the  year  1858,  in- 
cluding the  Island  Hospital,  Small  Pox  Hospital, 
Alms  House,  Work  House,  and  Penitentiary,  and  I 
gladly  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  congratulate 
yonr  Honorable  Board  on  the  continued  healthfulness  of 
the  institutions  on  Blackwell's  Island. 

•  ISLAND  HOSPITAL. 

The  year  1858  will  long  be  a  memorable  one  in  the  an- 
nals of  this  hospital.  In  the  early  part  of  February  fur- 
ther action  was  taken  on  the  proposition  mentioned  in  my 
last  report,  and  a  series  of  resolutions  were  adopted  which, 
although  not  so  complete  as  could  be  desired,  practically 
severed  this  medical  institution  from  the  adjacent  punitive 
establishments,  and  formally  declared  a  plan  by  which  the 
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suffering  poor  of  New  York  could  obtain  professional  re- 
lief without  undergoing  the  preliminary  torture  of  a  va- 
grancy commitment.  Such  action  deserves  the  acknowl- 
edgements of  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  sick  poor, 
especially  when  considered  as  the  precursor  of  more  effect- 
ual measures  for  extending  the  efficiency  and  removing  the 
restrictions  of  the  Island  Hospital  of  Blackwell's  Island. 

But  the  ink  with  which  your  resolutions  were  written 
was  scarcely  dry  when  an  accident  entirely  destroyed  the 
building.  I  need  not  recount  the  particulars  of  the  fire  of 
February  13,  1858,  that  in  less  than  four  hours  reduced 
to  a  pile  of  smoking  ruins  the  edifice  which  on  the  previous 
night  liad  been  the  home  of  nearly  six  hundred  persons. 
The  investigations  ordered  by  your  Honorable  Board, 
and  the  general  publicity  given  to  tlie  event  at  the  time, 
render  minute  details  unnecessar3\  But  I  should  not  dis- 
charge my  duty  if  I  omitted  to  tender  my  thanks  for  the 
promptitude  evinced  in  finding  temporary  accommodations 
for  the  patients,  and  the  kindness  displayed  b}^  yourselves 
and  the  heads  of  departments  and  officers  on  the  Island. 
Your  sympathy  and  assistance  to  mj^self  and  fomily  at  the 
time  of  the  fire  and  subsequently  thereto  is  thoroughly  ap- 
preciated, and  will  be  gratefully  remembered. 


During  the  year  1858  the  total  number  of  admissions  to 
the  Island  Hospital  was  4,141 
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The  admissions  during  1857  were  2,810 

"     1856    "   1,788 

1855    "   2,158 

"  "  1854    "   8,744 

"         "  "     1853    "   3,186 


The  "increase  of  admissions  in  1858  as  compared  with  1857 
was  1,881,  or  47yV  per  cent.  As  compared  with  the  average 
of  the  preceding  five  years,  the  increase  is  1,425,  or  52 
per  cent.  The  total  number  of  patients  under  treatment 
in  1858  was  4,676,  against  8,158  treated  in  1857,  or  2,088 
treated  in  1856, — an  increase  of  1,  418on  the  one,  and  2,593 
on  the  other  year. 

• 

The  annexed  tables  are  constructed  on  the  same  model 
as  those  submitted  last  year.  The  first  or  large  table 
gives  a  succinct  account  of  the  sickness  treated  in  the 
Island  Hospital,  each  line  being  a  complete  history  of  the 
malady  to  which  it  is  devoted,  so  far  as  the  number,  sex^ 
age,  education  and  nativity  of  patients,  and  the  result  and 
duration  of  treatment,  are  concerned.  It  is,  in  short,  an 
epitomised  record  of  the  year's  medical  business. 

The  "  Comparative  Statement "  is  worthy  your  consider- 
ation. I  have  hitherto  availed  myself  of  my  annual  report 
to  give  prominence  to  the  statistics  of  Venereal  disease,  and 
the  figures  now  presented  bear  a  mournful  aspect,  show- 
ing but  a  slight  diminution  of  the  ratio  reported  in  1857. 
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Of  the  total  number  of  patients  under  treatment,  63  yV  per 
cent,  received  medical  assistance  for  Venereal  affections. 
In  1857  the  proportion  was  65 yV  per  cent.,  and  in  1856  it 
was  73  yV  per  cent.  I  explained  last  year  that  the  large 
increase  of  patients  laboring  under  other  diseases  made 
"  the  decrease  of  Venereal  affections  apparent  and  not 
real,"  and  in  the  present  instance,  notwithstanding  the 
slightly  reduced  proportions,  it  would  be  contrary  to  the 
fact  to  infer  that  Syphilis  is  decreasing.  It  is  steadily  ad- 
vancing^ and  wiW  continue  to  advance  until  effective  meas- 
ures are  taken  to  check  it  in  its  earliest  stages.  I  have 
presented  my  views  on  this  matter  so  recently  that  it  is 
needless  to  repeat  them  here. 

To  the  series  of  tables  marked  from  A  to  Aa  inclusive, 
I  request  your  e'arnest  attention.  They  were  projected  with 
a  view  to  ascertain  precisely  who  and  what  constituted  the 
largest  share  of  the  recipients  of  the  public  charities  of 
New  York,  and  have  been  carefully  continued  during  the 
space  of  five  years  in  the  confidence  that  a  time  would 
come  w*hen  reliable  statistics  could  be  effectually  used  in 
the  discussion  of  the  questions  arising  from  pauperism  and 
vagrancy ;  questions  which  have  agitated  the  public  mind 
from  the  earliest  ages,  and  are,  even  now,  enveloped  in  a 
darkness  which  prevents  us  knowing  any  thing  more  than 
the  existence  of  a  large  amount  of  poverty  which  common 
humanity  forces  us  to  relieve.    There  would  be  an  impro- 
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priety  in  theorizing  now  upon  the  causes  of  this  destitu- 
tion ;  it  is  sufficient  to  draw  your  attention  to  some  few  of 
the  facts  evolved. 

The  particulars  of  Table  A  have  been  given  already ; 
but  Table  B  must  not  be  passed  without  notice.  In  1857 
there  were  306  prisoners  from  the  Penitentiary  treated  in 
the  Hospital ;  in  1858  but  56  of  that  class  have  received 
medical  assistance,  and  of  that  reduced  number  28  were 
remaining  in  the  Hospital  at  the  close  of  1857,  and  28 
were  admitted  prior  to  the  resolution  severing  the  Hos- 
pital from  the  Penitentiary.  This  is  one  happy  result  of 
your  action ;  another  shows  it  in  a  still  more  gratifying 
light.  In  1857  there  were  250  patients  from  the  Alms 
House  on  Blackwell's  Island  or  the  Office  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  New  York.  In  1858  this  class  of  inmates  had  in- 
creased to  493.  The  proportion  of  patients  who  did  not 
reach  the  Hospital  through  a  penal  sentence  or  vagrancy 
commitment  was,  in 

1857    7j%  per  cent. 

1858   10 j\  " 

Increased  ratio  in  1858   2j%  "  " 

Table  C  gives  a  monthly  recapitulation  of  Admissions, 
Deaths,  and  Discharges,  and  requires  no  special  notice. 
Table  D  shows  the  number  of  days  treatment  devoted  to 
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each  class  of  inmates,  and  confirms  tlie  facts  mentioned  as 
to  the  decrease  of  the  criminal  class.  Passing  to  table  E, 
we  find  the  nativities  of  those  admitted  during  1858  to  be 

Katives  24-,-V  per  cent. 

Foreigners  75 " 

100 

The  relative  proportions  in  the  last  five  years  were 


1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

1857.  1858. 

Natives, 

23  A  P-  ct.!29.Vp.  ct. 

29/^  p.  ct. 

28  j\  p.  ct.'24Ap.  ct. 

For'ners, 

76-3-  " 

70^  " 

100 

100 

100 

100  |100 

The  mean  of  five  years  is 

Natives   27jV  per  cent. 

Foreigners   72  yV  " 

100 

The  proportion  of  natives  admitted  in  1858  is  therefore 
2j\  per  cent,  below  the  average. 

The  proportion  of  natives  of  the  several  States  is  : 

New  York   69 fV  pcr  cent. 


80 


I  0 

I 


100 


The  ratio  of  foreigners  is : 

Ireland   TO^-V  per  cent. 

England   6^  " 


New  Jersey   8yV  per  cent. 

Massachusetts   5j\  " 

Connecticut   4,-\ 

Pennsylvania    4  " 

Maine   lj\ 

South  Carolina   1  " 

Ohio   A 

Delaware   yV 

New  Hampshire   " 

North  Carolina   j\  " 

Vermont   j%  " 

Maryland   j\ 

Rhode  Island   j\ 

Georgia   j\  *' 

Missouri   y\  " 

Indiana   j-^  " 

Virginia   yV  " 

Illinois   j\ 


Louisiana   tV 

Michigan  
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Scotland   3yV  P^r  cent 

Canada  

Wales  


2 


a 


Total  from  British  Dominions   91y\  por  cent 

Germany   6j\  per  cent 

France   j%  " 

Other  European  Nations   j% 

Total  from  Continental  Europe   7  f\  per  cent 

Other  countries,  at  sea  and  unascertained  .  j\ 

100 


In  immediate  connection  with  the  subject  of  nativities, 
is  the  length  of  time  foreign  born  patients  have  resided  in 
the  United  States.  The  following  results  are  exhibited  bj 
Table  F: 


fiefeided  under  five  years   I^to  P^^  oent 

"      from  6  years  to  10  years   31/^^  " 

"  10    ^'        16  23/^ 

15    "        20  Uj\ 

"        "  20    "    and  upwards   lOyV 

Xicngth  of  residence  unascertained . , . .  j\ 


100 


32 

A  comparison  of  the  results  of  five  j^ears'  observations  is 
as  follows : 


LENGTH  OF  RESIDENCE. 

1854 

1855 

1856 

1857 

1858 

From  5  yrs.  to  10  yrs. 
"  10   "      15  " 
"  15   "      20  " 
20  3'rs.  and  upwards 
Unascertained  

21tV 
24A 
19tV 
13A 

24A 
28A 
20A 
13tV 

ItV 

23/, 

33  T  5 

9A 

7 

32  A 
23 

loA 

8 

19tV 
31A 
23/, 
14/. 
10/^ 

1 

1  0 

1  0 

1  0 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Table  G  shows  the  nges  of  patients  admitted  during  '58. 


16  years  and  under   Sj%  per  cent. 

17  "     to  20  years   24  A  " 

21    "      "25    "    26yV 

26    "      "30    "    19j% 

31    "      "40    "    12/o  " 

41    "      "50    "    7jV  " 

51    "    and  upwards   Qj\  " 

Unascertained   tV  •" 


100 

This  table  shows  but  very  little  decrease  in  juvenile  de- 
pravity. In  my  report  for  1857  I  stated  as  the  mean  re- 
sult of  four  years'  inquiries  that  74yV  per  cent,  of  the 
patients  admitted  to  this  hospital  were  under  thirty  years 
of  age,  and  the  experience  of  the  year  just  closed  verifies 
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that  remark,  the  number  received  under  thirty  ^'ears  of  age 
forming  74yV  per  cent,  of  the  aggregate.  While  the  rising 
generation,  those  who  have  not  yet  reached  the  meridian 
of  life,  are  the  victims  of  dissipation  and  disease  to  such  an 
extent,  can  it  be  any  matter  of  surprise  that  your  Alms 
Houses  are  crowded  with  the  prematurely  aged  and  de- 
crepid  ? 

Table  H  shows  the  degree  of  education  of  each  patient 
admitted. 

Can  read  and  write  well   5i-\  per  cent. 

"     "  "    imperfectly   25yV 

"      "  only  "   36/^ 

Uneducated   S2j%  " 

Unascertained   j\  " 

100 

The  importance  of  the  subject  of  Education,  and  the 
evident  connection  between  ignorance  and  juvenile  de- 
pravity, will  warrant  the  introduction  of  the  following 
summary  of  my  observations  during  the  last  five  years : 


EDUGATIOX. 

185i 

1855 

1856 

1857 

1858 

Read  and  write  well 

13t\ 

7_3_ 
*  1  0 

Do.  do.  imperfectly 

52  t\ 

25A 

36t\ 

33 

33tV 

27 

1 

1  2 

7 

1  0 

6 
I  0 

1 

10 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

3 
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Table  K  gives  the  civil  condition  of  each  patient. 


Single   59  yV  per  cent. 

Married   19y\ 

Widowed   20-fo 

Unascertained   


100 


Table  L  is  a  continuation  of  the  same  subject,  giving  the 
age  of  each  patient  in  connection  with  the  civil  condition. 
Thus  the  ratio  of  those  who  are  married  is : 

16  years  and  under   2yV  per  cent. 

17  ^  "     to  20  years   21 

21    "     "25    "    18/^ 

26    "     "30    "    15y\ 

31    "     "40    "    25/o 

41    "     "50    "    8y\ 

51    "     and  upwards   9y\ 


100 


The  ratio  of  widowed  patients  is : 

16  years  and  under   per  cent. 

17  "     to  20  years   18^  " 

21    "     "25     "    lSj\  " 

26    "     "30    "    22 

31    "     "40     "    Uj\  " 
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41  3' ears  to  50  years   18yV  per  cent. 

51    "     and  upwards   12y«o  " 

100 

The  facts  of  juvenile  depravity  and  ignorance  already 
exhibited  are  fitting  preludes  to  the  statements  of  intem- 
perance developed  by  Table  M,  which  shows  the  habits  of 
patients  admitted  during  1858  in  the  following  proportions : 

Temperate  

Moderate  Drinkers  . 

Intemperate  

Habitual  Drunkards 
Unascertained  

100 

Eighty-five  of  every  one  hundred  persons  confess  the  use 
of  intoxicating  drinks  in  a  greater  or  less  degree !  Sixty - 
one  in  every  one  hundred  admit  they  are  intemperate 
drinkers,  or  habitual  drunkards ! 

Table  N  gives  the  social  habits  of  patients  in  conjunc- 
tion with  their  ages.  In  other  words,  it  is  a  further  expo- 
sition of  juvenile  depravity.  Of  the  628  Temperate  per- 
sons, there  were 


15  tV  per  cent. 
21tV  " 


16  years  and  under 


lSj\  per  cent. 


86 


17  years  to  20-  years   23 /v  per  cent. 


21 

u 

"  25 

(( 

  ISA 

u 

26 

C( 

"  80 

u 

  16rV 

u 

81 

il 

40 

(; 

14 

u 

41 

u 

60 

u 

(C 

51 

11 

5-^ 

u 

100 

Of  972  Moderate  Drinkers,  there  were 

16  years  and  under   3     per  cent. 

17  "     to  20  years   34/,-  " 

21    "     "25     "    26y^^  " 

26    "     "30    "    16/^ 

31    "     "40    "    8j\ 

41    "     "50    "    7i-V 

61    "     and  upwards   Sj\ 


100 

Of  1,629  Intemperate  Drinkers,  there  were 

16  years  and  under   lj\  per  cent. 

17  "     to  20  years                    19  ^-^  " 

21    "     "25    "                        27 j\  " 

26    "     "30    "                        26j\  " 

31    "     "40     "                        12/^  " 

41    "     "50    "    7yV 

61    "     and  upwards                    5/o  " 


100 
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Of  898  Habitual  Drunkards,  there  were 


16  years  and  under   lj\  per  cent. 

17  to  20  years   23yV  " 

21  "     "25    "    80/o  " 

26          "30    "    12j\  " 

31  "     "40    "    Uj\  " 

41  "     "50    "    6y\  " 

51  "     and  up  wards   lOy^  " 


100 

I  will  take  the  same  facts  from  another  point  of  view,  and 
exhibit  the  social  habits  of  patients  under  thirty  years  of 
age.  They  amounted  in  number  to  3,070,  and  the  propor- 
tions are  as  follows : 

Temperate   14  y\  per  cent. 

Moderate  Drinkers   25  y\  " 

Intemperate   39 

Habitual  drunkards   19yV  " 

100 

Table  0  shows  the  social  habits  and  education  of  each 
patient  in  conjunction.  It  will  be  necessary  to  analyze 
the  columns  separately.  Commencing  with  those  who 
can  read  and  write  well,  it  appears  there  were 
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Temperate   ^Oy\  per  cent. 

Moderate  Drinkers   19y\  " 

Intemperate  

Habitual  Drunkards   1 2  y\  " 

100 

Of  those  who  can  read  and  write  imperfectl}^,  there  were 

Temperate   16yV  per  cent. 

Moderate  Drinkers   21  y\  " 

Intemperate   37yV  " 

Habitual  Drunkards   2Sj% 


100 

Of  those  who  can  read  only,  there  were 

Tempei-ate   3     per  cent. 

Moderate  Drinkers   31yV 

Intemperate   "^^jd  " 

Habitual  Drunkards   21,-V  " 

100 

Of  those  entirely  uneducated,  there  were 

Temperate   22     per  cent. 

Moderate  Drinkers   l^iV  " 

Intemperate   40yV  '* 

Habitual  Drunkards   2 1  yV  " 


100 
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111  the  next  table  (P)  is  exhibited  the  parental  examples 
to  which  patients  were  exposed,  and  which  unquestiona- 
bly influenced  their  subsequent  career.  From  the  volun- 
tary admissions  of  the  children,  we  learn  that  of  their 
parents  there  were 


Temperate   25     per  cent. 

Moderate  Drinkers   86y\  " 

Intemperate   ^^jo  " 

Habitual  Drunkards   9  " 

Of  unascertained  habits   8yV 


100 

Table  Q  continues  the  subject,  and  shows  the  effect  of 
parental  influences  as  follows.  Of  the  children  of  temper- 
ate parents,  there  were 

Temperate  

Moderate  Drinkers  . 

Intemperate  

Habitual  Drunkards 


100 

Of  the  children  of  Moderate  Drinkers,  there  were 

Temperate   9yV  per  cent. 

Moderate  Drinkers   29  *' 


hOj%  per  cent. 
25  " 

16tV  " 


40 


Intemperate   41  yV  per  cent. 

Habitual  Drunkards   19yV  " 

100 

Of  the  children  of  Intemperate  parents,  there  were 

Temperate   7j%  per  cent. 

Moderate  Drinkers   19y\ 

Intemperate   47  y^  " 

Habitual  Drunkards   25  yV  " 

100 

Of  the  children  of  Habitual  Drunkards,  there  were 

Temperate   ISyV  per  cent. 

Moderate  Drinkers   8yV  " 

Intemperate   52 

Habitual  Drunkards   26  " 


100 

Of  the  children  of  parents  whose  habits  wero  unascer- 


tained, there  were 

Temperate   13     per  cent. 

Moderate  Drinkers   20  " 

Intemperate   82y\  " 

Habitual  Drunkards   32  yV  " 

Unascertained  Habits   ly\  " 


100 
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Table  E  gives  tlie  profession  of  Eeligion,  as  stated  by 
tlie  patients  admitted  during  1858.     The  per  centages  are 

Protestants   ^2j\  per  cent. 

Eoman  Catholics   62 

Jews   II 

Non-Professors   4:j%  " 

Unascertained   A  " 


100 


Table  T.    The  occupations  of  patients  are  as  follows : 


Eequiring  mental  ability  

"  mechanical  or  trade  knowledge 
"       physical  strength  merely  

Unascertained   


j%  per  cent. 
80,v  " 


100 


Of  the  inmates,  there 

"Worked  until  committed   23    per  cent. 

Have  been  idle  for  3  months   16yV 

lOrV 
7 

^  1  0 
<^  1  0 


from 
(( 

cc 


9  "   

1  year   

1    "  to  2  years 

7    "     10  " 
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Have  been  idle  over  ten  years   per  cent. 

"  an  unascertained  time   ^  " 


1  0 


100 


Table  U.  The  number  of  times  each  patient  has  been 
an  inmate  of  the  Island  Hospital. 

1st  time  of  Admission    52y\  per  cent. 

2nd  "    16y\ 

3rd    7/o  " 

4th  "    6yV 

5th  "    " 

6th    "    4yV  " 

7th  '  "    2j\  " 

8th  "    lj\ 

9th  "    j% 

10th    "  "    j\ 

11th    "  "    A  " 


12th  "    j\ 

Over  12  times   2/^ 

Unascertained   j\ 

100 

Table  Y  shows  the  duration  of  treatment  in  the  case  of 
each  patient  discharged  during  1858. 

5  days  and  under   10 per  cent. 

6  "  to  10  days   9y" 


0 
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11  days  to  20  days   lOjV  per  cent. 

21          ''SO   "    llyV  " 

1  month  to  2  months   18y\  " 

2  3       "    14yV 

3  "     "4    12yV  " 

4  and  upwards   llyV  " 

Helpers  and  improper  subjects   ly-^  " 

100 

Table  W  gives  the  result  of  Treatment  as  follows  : 

Cured   75 P^r  cent. 

Relieved   19  j\  " 

NotEelieved   j\  " 

Died   2j% 


Transferred    . 

1_2_ 


1  0 


Helpers  and  improper  subjects 

100 

Calculating  the  result  upon  the  whole  number  under 
treatment,  the  proportions  are 

Cured   69y\  P^r  cent. 

Relieved   18yV 

Not  Relieved.   j% 

Died   2yV 

Transferred  

Helpers  and  improper  subjects 
Remaining  in  Hospital   a 

100 


1J_ 
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The  ratio  of  mortality  (2yV  per  cent.)  given  in  this  table 
does  not  present  a  fair  statement,  as  several  deaths  are  not 
fairly  chargeable  to  the  institution. 

From  the  total  number  of  deaths  as  reported  . .  113 
must  be  deducted 

Coroners'  Gases   6 

Pneumonia,  died  12  hours  after  admission  . .  1 

Erysipelas,          15     "       "          "    1 

Hypertrophy  of  Heart,  died  60  hours  after  ad- 
mission   1 

Yalvular  Disease  of  Heart,  died48houi-s  after 

admission   1 

Pneumonia,  "  14  "  '  "  1 
Ascites,                                6    "  ''1 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis,               70            "  1  . 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis,               42            "  1 


14 

Number  of  deaths  legitimately  accruing  in  Hospi- 
tal practice   —  99 

Net  ratio  of  mortality  on  patients  under  treat- 
ment  2yV  per  cent. 

More  than  one  third  of  the  cases  which  resulted  fatally 
were  Consumption,  and  the  general  class  of  diseases  thus 
terminating  may  be  perceived  by  table  X,  which  gives  the 
time  each  patient  who  died  was  under  treatment,  as  fol- 
lows: 
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5  days  and  under   33 per  cent. 

6  "    to  10  days   8j\  " 

11         "20    "    loyV 

21    "    "30    "    ll/o  " 

Under  treatment  less  than  1  month  .  69 yV  " 

1  month  to  2  months   14  y\  " 

2  "      "3      "    5-^-  " 


3  4      "  ...      4-"*  " 


1  0 

_4_ 
J  0 


7 


4     "  and  upward   

100 

The  ratio  of  mortahty  for  the  last  six  years  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

1853    3y\  per  cent. 

1854   3  A 

1855..   2yV  " 

1856    lA  " 

1857    2yV  " 

1858    2j\  " 

Mean  ratio  for  six  years    " 

Eatio  in  1858    2  A  " 

Eeduction  in  1858    j\  " 

Table  Y  is  a  continuation  of  the  mortahty  statistics,  and 
shows  at  what  hour  in  the  day  or  night  death  occurred. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  preponderance  is  in  the  early 
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hours  of  the  morning.  I  have  noted  these  facts  during 
the  last  four  years  with  the  following  results : 


YEARS. 

FORENOON. 

AFTEEHOON 

TOTAL. 

1855 

26 

66 

1856 

23 

15 

88 

1857  • 

i  4^ 

88 

74 

1858 

■  79 

84 

118 

1  184 

107  1 

291 

The  proportions  are : 

Died  from  1  A.  M.  to  12  M   68y\  per  cent. 

"      "  12  M.  to  midnight   86yV  " 

100 


Table  Z  is  a  condensed  statement  of  tlie  net  current  ex- 
penses of  the  hospital  daring  1858.  Of  course  the  large 
outlay  rendered  necessary  by  the  fire  does  not  appear. 
My  endeavor  has  been  so  to  arrange  the  accounts  as  to 
introduce  in  this  statement  nothing  which  belongs  to  the 
expenditure  for  replacing  destroyed  furniture,  etc. :  but  to 
allow  a  reasonable  per  ccntage  for  depreciation  of  wearing 
apparel,  bedding  and  utensils,  as  calculated  from  the  ex- 
perience of  former  years. 

Table  Aa  shows  the  amount  of  bills  rendered  during 
the  year  to  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration  for  the  Medi- 
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cal  attendance  and  Board  of  patients  chargeable  to  the 
Emigration  fund. 

I  am  unable  to  present  any  Meteorological  tables,  the 
Observatory  and  records  having  been  destroyed. 

SMALL  POX  HOSPITAL. 

The  tables  marked  from  A  to  E  inclusive  give  the 
record  of  the  year's  medical  business  in  this  institution. 
The  aggregate  number  of  patients  treated  was  243,  an  in- 
crease of  35  {16 Jo  per  cent.)  on  the  number  treated  in 
1857.  The  ratio  of  mortality  is  slightly  in  advance  of 
last  year,  but  still  less  than  the  average  of  five  preceding 
years.  In  1858  it  amounted  to  13yV  per  cent.,  and  in  the 
five  years  from  1853  to  1857  it  averaged  ITyV  per  cent. 
This  gratifying  result  must  be  partly  attributed  to  the 
superior  accommodations  provided  in  the  Hospital  build- 
ing. It  is  matter  of  regret  that  its  advantages  are  not 
more  widely  understood,  and  I  have  little  doubt  that  if 
such  were  the  case  there  w'ould  be  a  large  decrease  in  the 
number  of  persons  who  die  of  Small  Pox  in  •  the  city  of 
New  York. 

ALMS  HOUSE. 

The  tables  A,  B  and  C  give  the  history  of  the  Medical 
business  and  a  statement  of  the  mortality  during  the  year. 
The  total  number  of  deaths  was  393,  or  4  per  cent,  upon 
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the  number  treated.  Table  B  gives  a  summary  of  the 
mortality,  and  shows  that  41  patients  who  died  here  were 
transferred  direct  from  Bellevue  Hospital.  This  is  about 
10-  per  cent.,  being  a  decrease  upon  the  number  transfer- 
red in  1857,  but  yet  much  too  large  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  Ahns  House.  The  over-crowded  condition  of  the 
Alms  House  largely  contributes  to  the  sickness  prevalent 
in  this  department. 

WORK  HOUSE. 

The  table  shows  the  amount  of  sickness  and  mortality 
in  this  department,  the  latter  being  only  lj\  per  cent. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  all  serious  cases  of  disease 
are  transferred  to  the  Island  Hospital. 

PENITENTIARY. 

The  sickness  and  mortality  in  the  Penitentiary  is  shown 
in  the  table.  The  description  of  prisoners  sentenced  to 
that  institution  is  such  that  only  a  small  amount  of  mor- 
tality must  be  expected,  yet  still  the  very  low  ratio  (Oy*^ 
per  cent.)  is  a  circumstance  very  gratifying  to  all  connected 
with  the  department. 

AGGREGATE  STATEMENT. 

The  last  table  in  the  series  is  an  aggregate  statement  of 
the  year's  proceedings,  and  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to 
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the  fact  that  nearly  twenty-three  thousand  cases  of  disease 
have  been  treated  in  the  medical  department  under  my 
charge  during  the  last  year.  It  must  be  a  pleasurable 
thought  to  you  that  so  much  sickness  and  misery  finds  its 
relief  through  your  agency. 

The  gentlemen  on  my  medical  staff  during  the  last 
year,  Doctors  Greenlee,  O'Neil,  Cooper,  Yan  AYagner,  Cox, 
Ware,  Neff,  Gallagher,  Smith,  Hodgman,  Peugnet,  Fox, 
Brisbane,  Merchant,  and  Malone,  have  performed  their 
duties  in  a  manner  satisflictory  to  me  and  creditable  to 
themselves,  and  I  gladly  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity 
to  tender  them  my  ackuowledgments.  By  virtue  of  a 
resolution  of  your  Honorable  Board  authorizing  me  to 
nominate  a  Senior  Assistant  or  Deputy  Resident  Physician, 
I  have  appointed  Dr.  C.  AY.  Packard  to  that  position,  the 
duties  thereof  commencing  this  day.  From  his  medical 
skill,  and  the  experience  he  has  acquired  in  the  Hospitals 
under  my  charge  and  also  in  the  Lunatic  Asylum^  I  hope 
to  find  him  a  valuable  assistant  in  the  task  of  carrying  out 
your  wishes. 

The  Apothecary,  Mr.  John  Atkinson,  continues  to  per- 
form his  duties  in  the  satisfactory  manner  I  have  men- 
tioned in  former  years,  and  merits  a  renewal  of  my  com- 
mendations. 

The  varied  duties  devolving  upon  the  Steward  of  the 
4 
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Hospital  have  been  performed  by  Mr,  B.  B.  Sibell,  with 
his  accustomed  assiduity  and  integrity.  I  am  happy  to 
repeat  my  former  remarks  as  to  his  peculiar  fitness  for  the 
position  he  occupies. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Hospital,  Mr.  S.  G.  Butler,  has  given 
me  every  satisfaction  by  his  manner  of  performing  his 
duties. 

I  cannot  forbear  expressing  my  sincere  acknowledg- 
ments to  all  my  officers,  medical  and  non-medical,  for  the 
energy  displayed  on  the  morning  the  Hospital  was  burned. 
To  their  promptitude  I  attribute  the  saving  of  the  lives 
endangered  on  that  occasion. 

For  your  many  kindnesses  to  myself  during  the  year, 
and  for  the  interest  evinced  in  the  institutions  under  my 
charge,  be  pleased  to  accept  my  cordial  acknowledgments. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 

WM.  W.  SANGER, 

Resident  Physician^ 

BlachweWs  Island. 
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Statement  of  the  Mortality  at  the  Alms  House,  Blackwell's  Island,  during  1858. 


Island  Hospital  Offick,  B,  I., 

January  1,  1859. 


DISEASES. 


Albuminuria  

Apoplexy  

Ascites  

Brain,  Congestion  of.  , 

"     Inflammation  of  

Cancer   

Cholera  Infantum  

Convulsions  

Coroner's  Cases  

Cystitis  

Debility  

Delirium  Tremens  

Diarrhoea  

Dysentery  

Enteritis  

Erysipelas  

Fever,  Typhoid  

Heart,  Hypertrophy  of.  

"     Valvular  Disease  of . . 

Hydrocephalus  

Liver,  Cirrhosis  of  

Marasmus  

Meningitis  

Paralysis  

Phthisis  Pulmonalis  

Pneumonia  

Typhoid  

Purpura  

llubcola  

Senectus  

Syphilis,  Tertiary  

Tetanus  

Ulcers  


Totals. 


209 


184 


393 


10 


164 


229 


221 
1 

i 

2116 


72  51 


12  28  23  24 


4  7 
2  .. 

414 


3  21  22  4351  63  41  13 12 '351 


2 

4 

218 


611 
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FEOM 


TIME  IN  ALMS  HOUSE. 


627  2147 


30  27  261719 


916 


6109 
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Island  Hospital,  Blackwell's  Island, 

January  1,  185p. 

COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT 

Of  the  Diseases  treated  in  tlie  Island  Hosjntal.,  BlacJcicelPs 
Island,  during  tJie  years  1857  and  1858,  sho^cing  the 
Increase  or  Decrease  in  the  latter  year. 


diskases. 


Abortion  

Abscess  

Acne  

Adenitis  

Albuminuria  , 

Amaurosis  , 

Amenorrhoea  

Anaemia  

Anchylosis  , 

Aneurism  , 

Apoplexy  

Arachnitis  , 

Ascites  

Asthma  

Balanitis  

Brain,  Inflammation  of. 

Bronchitis  

Buboes   

Burns  

Carbuncle  

Caries  


Trpated 

in  1857. 


36 
2 

15 
9 


41 

9 


4 
3 
1 
5 
G 
32 


233 
6 

S 


Treated 

in  1S58. 


t 

43 


19 

12 
4 

74 
2 
3 
5 
5 
1 
6 
9 

58 
1 

121 


in  ISoS. 


4 

33 


3 
2() 
1 

48 
115 


52 


DISEASES. 


Cervix  Uteri,  Hypertrophy  of 
"       Inflammation  of 
"        "       Induration  of 
"  Induration  and 

Ulceration  of 
"        Ulceration  of. 

Cholera  Infantum  

Cholera  Morbus  

Chorea   

Colic  

Cond3'lomata  

Conjunctivitis  

Constipation  

Convulsions  

Corneitis  

Coroners'  cases  

Coup  de  Soliel  

Croup  

Cystitis  

Debauch   

Debility  

Delirium  Tremens  

Diarrhoea  

Dysentery  

Eczema  

Endocarditis  

Enteritis  

Er3'sipelas  

Epididymitis  

Epilepsy  

Fever,  Chagres  

"  Intermittent  

"  Puerperal  

"  Remittent  

Typhoid  

Typhus  

Fistula  in  Ano  


Treated 
in  1857. 


39 
36 
34 

27 
166 


2 
2 
1 
44 
29 
13 


2 
58 
22 
22 
89 
26 

5 


1 
IT 

1 
16 

1 
11 


Treated 
III  1S5S. 


Incronst 
in  1858. 


53 
64 
27 

30 
218 
4 
7 
1 


73 
34 
15 
1 
4 
6 


976 
15 
305 
IIG 

30 
8 
] 
2 

25 


22 


14 

28 


o 
52 
4 
5 


29 
5 
2 
1 
1 
4 


918 

283 
27 
4 
3 
1 
1 
8 


14 

9, 
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DISEASES. 


Fistula-Recto-Vagiiial  

Fracture   

Frost  Bite  

Furuncles  

Gastritis  

(jonorrhcea  

Granular  Lids    and  Vasculai 

Cornea  

Hemiplegia  

Hemorrhage  

"  Uterine  

"    from  S^'philitic  Ulcera- 
tion  

Hemoptysis  

Heart,  Fatty  degeneration  of. 

"      Hypertrophy  of.  

"      Valvular  Disease  of. . 

Hepatitis   

Hernia   

Herpes   

Hemorrhoids  

Hysteria  

Icterus  

Impetigo  

Injuries  

Iritis  

Kidneys,  Fatty  degeneration  of 

Leucorrlioea  

Liver,  Cirrhosis  of  

"      Fatty  degeneration  of. . 

Marasmus  

Meningitis  

Menorrhagia  

Necrosis   

Nephritis  

Neuralgia  

(Edema  


Treated 
in  1857. 


6 
13 
10 

4 

8 

162 


6 

1 
26 
2 
62 
2 
5 
3 

115 
49 


12 
1 
2 


6 
1 
1 
12 


Trealed 
in  1858. 


6 

18 
14 

28 
9 

221 

7 
1 


2 
1 
4 

14 
2 

34 
9 

83 
1 
5 
6 

138 
58 

2 
36 

2 


2 
6 
15 
9 
3 
11 
12 


Increase 
in  1358. 


5 
4 

24 
1 

59 


1 
1 

'i 
1 

8 
7 
21 


3 
23 

9 

2 
24 

1 
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DISEASES. 


Optlialmia   

Orchitis  

Otorrboea  

Otitis  

Paralysis   

Paronychia   

Parturition  

Pericarditis  

Periostitis  

Peritonitis  

Phag-adoenic  Chancre 
Phthisis  Pulmonalis. 
Phymosis,  Congenital 

Pleurodynia  

Pleuritis  

Pneumonia  

Plcuro   

Typhoid... 

Porrigo  Favosa  , 

Prolapsus  Uteri  , 

Psoriasis  

Purpura  

Ptyalism  

Rheumatism  , 

Roseola  

Rubeola  

Rupia  

Scabies  

Scarlatina  

Scrofula  

Senectus   

Spermatorrhoea  

Stricture  of  Urethra.. 

Synovitis  

Syphilis,  Primary  

Secondary. .  . 
"  Tertiary  


Treatod 
in  1857. 


17 
27 
1 
2 
19 
13 
^^3 
3 
2 
1 
44 
159 
4 


61 

n 
1 


5 
19 
IT 

1 

3 

219 


1 

33 
14 
1 
8 
2 
1 

25 

882 
352 
74 


Troaled 
in  1858. 


19  i 
31 


24 
IG 
19 
4 
5 


58 
239 
8 
17 
82 
46 
1 
2 
7 
22 


10 


280 


41 

19 


11 


28 
7 

1206 
453 
128 


Increnii 
in  1858. 


14 

bO 
4 

21 
29 

2 
2 
3 


61 
2 


324 
101 
54 
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DISEASES. 

Treated 

Treated 

in  1357 

111  XODO, 

83 

140 

A 
D 

1  8 

1  o 

242 

301 

Urine,  Incontinence  of  

6 

7 

5 

3 

105 

138 

Totals  

Decrease  

Increase 
in  1858. 


56 
12 
59 
1 

33' 

2811 

96 

2715 
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Small  Pox  Hospital,  B.  I., 

January  1,  1859. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  PLACE  OF  XATIVITY  AND  AGE  OF  EACH 
PATIENT  UNDER  TREATMENT  IN  1858. 


Natives — 
New  York. 
Connecticut 
Massachusetts. . 
New  Jersey. . . 

Maine  

NewHampshir 
Pennsylvania . 
Carolina.  North 
Soutl 

Delaware  

Ohio  

Rhode  Island . . 

Vermont  

Virginia  

Wisconsin  

Foreigners — 

Ireland  

Germany  

England  

West  Indies. . . 

Scotland  

Canada  

Africa  

Prussia  

Sweden  

'.qtal 


c3  c3 


22 


u 


26 
1 

1 
1 
1 


24 


14 
12 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 


64 


24 


1 
1 

27 
23 
6 
2 

1 
1 


1 
1 

102 


o  o 


12 
1 
1 


C5 

CO  cc  I 


31 


243 
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c. 

Small  Pox  Hospital,  B.  I., 

January  1,  1859. 

STATEMENT    OF   THE    DISEASES    CAUSING   THE    DEATH  OF 
PATIENTS  DURING  1858. 


Confluent  Small  Pox   28 

Distinct  Small  Pox   5 

Delirium  Tremens   2 

Abscess   1 

Cholera  Infantum   1 

Coroner's  Case   1 

Pneumonia   1 

Scrofula   1 

Total   40 

Ratio  of  Mortality  from  Small  Pox  in  1858, 13 per  cent. 

Ratio  of  Mortality  in  185T   12     per  cent 

"      1856   18/o 

1855   18y\ 

1854  

1853   23fo 

Mean  ratio  of  ^lortality  for  five  years 

(1853-1858)   ITy^  percent. 

Ratio  of  Mortality  in  1858   13yV 

Decrease  in  ratio  1858    4  " 
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l>. 

Small  Pox  Hospital,  B.  I., 

January  1,  1859. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  AGES  OF  PATIENTS  WHO  DIED  DURING 

1858. 


1  year  and  under   2 

1  "    to  5  years   6 

6  "        10  "    0 

11  "     "  20  "    7 

21  "       30  "    16 

31  "     "  40  "    7 

60  "    and  upwards   2 

Total   40 


Small  Pox  Hospital,  B.  I., 

January  1,  1859. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  TIME  THAT  PATIENTS  WHO  DIED  IN  1858 
WERE  UNDER  TREATMENT. 


From  12  hours  to  3  days   8 

3  days  to  6    "    11 

7     "     "  14  "    13 

14     "     "  21    4 

"    21     "     "  28  "    3 

"      1  month  to  2  months   1 

Total   40 
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A. 

Island  Hospital  Office,  B.  I., 

January  1,  1859. 

STATEMENT 

OF  THE 

DISEASES  TREATED, 

WITH  THE  MORTALITY,  IN  THE   ALMS  HOUSE,   BLACKWELL's  ISLAND, 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1858, 


DISEASES. 


Abscess  

Adenitis  

Albuminuria  

Amaurosis  

Amenorrhoea  

An  semi  a  

Anasarca  

Apoplexy  

Apthae  

Ascites  

Asthma  

Balanitis  

Brain,  Congestion  of 
"  Inflammation  of 
Bronchitis,  Chronic  . 

Burns  

Cancer  

Carbuncle  

Caries.  

Cholera  Infantum... 


172 
44 

5 
15 
38 

2 
11 

4 
22 
20 
14 
37 

2 

7 

834 
35 
4 
2 
1 

115 


11 


DISEASES. 


Cholera  Morbus  . .  . 

Chorea  

Conjunctivitis  

Convulsions  

Coroner's  Cases  . . . 

Croup  

Cystitis  

Debauch   

Debility  

Delirium  Tremens.. 

Diarrhoea  

Dysentery  

Dysmenorrhoea  .. . . 

Dj^spepsia  

Eczema  

Emphysema  

Enteritis  

Epilepsy  

Erysipelas  

Fever.  Intermittent 


231 
7 

441 

25 

"io 

7 
63 
324 
41 
1785 
196 
2 
\ 

195 
12 
16 
42 
48 

392 


3 
15 


18 
2 

40 
1 
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DISEASES. 


Fever,  Remittent  . .  4 

Typhoid  ....  4 

Fistula   5 

Fracture   7 

Furuncles   6 

Gastritis   18 

Granular  Lids  and 

Vascular  Cornea  .  25  .  . . 
Heart,  Hypertrophy 

01   n  2 

Heart,  Valvular  dis-  | 

ease  of   37  12 

Hcmateniesis   4 

IIemiple<;ia   11 

Hemorrhoids   115 

Hernia   61 

Herpes   50 

Hepatitis   6 

Hydrocephalus   13  10 

Hysteria   3 

Injuries   113 

Iritis   Ill 

Liver,  Cirrhosis  of. .  4  2 

Marasmus   192  39 

Meningitis   9  6 

Menorrhagia   32 

Necrosis   4 

Nephritis   7 

Neuralg-ia   27 

Odontalgia   3 

Opthalmia   232 

Orchitis   8 

Otitis   19 

Paralvsis   118 


DISEASES. 


Faron3^chia  

Parotitis  

Pericarditis  

Pertussis  

Phthisis  Pulmonalis. 

Pleuritis  

Pleurodynia  

Pneumonia  

Typhoid. 
Porrigo  Favosa  . . . . 
Prolapsus  Uteri. . . . 

Psoriasis  

Puipura  

Rheumatism  

Rubeola  

Rupia  

! Scabies   

Sciatica  

Scorbutus  

Scrofula  

Senectus   

Spermatorrhoea  

Spine,  Pott's  dis'se  of 

Stomatitis  

Stricture  of  Urethra. 

Synovitis  

Syphilis,  Secondary. 
"  Tertiary... 

Tetanus  

Tonsillitis  

Ulcers  

Urine,  Incontinence 

of  

Varicella  


Total  number  of  Deaths  393 

Ratio  of  mortality  on  cases  treated,  4  per  cent. 


Total  Number  of  Interments  in  the  City  Cemetery,  Ward's  Island, 

From  the  1st  of  January,  1S58,  to  the  Ist  of  January,  1859. 


ci 

B 

Men. 

"Women. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

New  York. 

City  Hospital. 

Bellevue  IIosp 

Colored  Home. 

Lunatic  Asylui 

Island  Hospita' 

Alms  House. 

Small  Pox  Hoi 

Ward's  Island. 

Nursery  Ilospi 

Penitentiary. 

Natives. 

Foreigners. 

Total  Weekl 

From  1st  Jiumarv  to   7th  January'  

10 

16 

12 

23 

3 

1 

2 

1 

12 

1 

27 

16 

43 

"  7tli 

14tli  " 

12 

29 

17 

22 

I.  3 

1 

1 

3 

2 

22 

11 

48 

17 

65 

"  14th 

21st 

0 

8 

27 

19 

32 

2 

1 

1 

4 

13 

' 

46 

14 

CO 

"  21st 

2Slh  " 

18 

6 

26 

21 

27 

2 

4 

4 

2 

4 

23 

4 

1 

50 

21 

71 

'•  28tli 

4thFrbraary  

]0 

4 

23 

26 

29 

1 

G 

4 

2 

1 

16 

4 

47 

16 

63 

"  4t]i 

Feb'y  to  lltli  " 

20 

11 

19 

17 

26 

4 

2 

3 

6 

3 

17 

4 

1 

39 

28 

67 

"  lltli 

18th  '• 

' 

10 

12 

9 

13 

2 

1 

3 

17 

2 

23 

15 

38 

"  18tJ, 

25th  " 

12 

G 

30 

17 

30 

1 

,  " 

2 

'  'r  ' 

3 

12 

2 

2 

51 

14 

65 

"  2r-tii 

41  li  .ALirch 

9 

12 

18 

14 

17 

1 

2 

4 

3 

1 

2 

19 

3 

1 

35 

18 

53 

"  4tli 

March  lo  11th  " 

17 

11 

20 

14 

33 

3 

8 

•  •  •  • 

1 

1 

15 

1 

37 

25 

62 

nth 

18th 

18 

7 

22 

10 

24 

2 

3 

9 

1 

2 

2 

10 

4 

43 

14 

57 

"  18th 

25th 

6 

11 

19 

12 

17 

2 

1 

4 

4 

.... 

18 

1 

1 

32 

16 

48 

"  2:.tii 

1st  Aju'il   

13 

9 

22 

19 

32 

1 

7 

1 

2 

3 

14 

3 

48 

15 

63 

"  1st 

Aiiiil  lo  Sth 

16 

8 

11 

9 

12 

1 

9 

2 

2 

1 

3 

10 

3 

1 

26 

18 

44 

"  sth 

15th  " 

12 

G 

17 

11 

33 

.... 

.... 

3 

3 

4 

1 

30 

16 

46 

"  ir.th 

'•              2''d  " 

IG 

10 

13 

6 

18 

4 

3 

1 

7 

25 

20 

45 

"  22(1 

2'.itli  " 

10 

4 

11 

11 

24 

1 

•  •■• 

2 

9 

21 

15 

36 

'■  2i)th 

Gtl,  Mav 

14 

■* 

9 

10 
9 

19 

1 

3 

■ '  "  ■ 

.... 

.... 

10 

20 

18 

38 

"  ()th 

May   to  13th 

lo 

8 

10 

26 

1 

7 

2 

1 

0 

1 

5 

2 

32 

16 

48 

"  13th 

20th 

17 

8 

12 

13 

15 

2 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

19 

2 

29 

21 

50 

"  20lh 

27th  " 

22 

' 

18 

18 

38 

1 

^ 

1 

3 

2 

2 

6 

3 

4 

46 

19 

65 

"  27th 

3d  June 

11 

12 

15 

13 

31 

1 

2 

5 

2 

G 

2 

2 

35 

16 

51 

"  3il 

Juno    to  lOth 

18 

15 

13 

11 

28 

2 

4 

4 

3 

6 

1 

3 

1 

27 

30 

57 

"  lOlh 

17tli  " 

13 

10 

9 

12 

26 

1 

4 

3 

3 

3 

" 

1 

1 

24 

20 

44 

"  17th 

24tli  " 

16 

11 

8 

21 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

27 

15 

42 

"  24th 

1st  July   

17 

10 

19 

16 

32 

5 

8 

2 

1 

2 

6 

6 

34 

28 

62 

"  1st 

July    to    Stli  "   

13 

8 

12 

11 

24 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

6 

27 

17 

44 

"  8th 

15th  " 

10 

17 

24 

13 

35 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

11 

36 

18 

54 

"  loth 

22d 

8 

4 

19 

17 

31 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

7 

2 

38 

10 

48 

"  22(1 

29th 

19 

11 

27 

15 

43 

1 

8 

2 

4 

3 

3 

8 

46 

26 

72 

"  29th 

5th  Ano-ust 

9 

7 

23 

22 

31 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

18 

2 

45 

16 

61 

"    nth  August  to  12th 

21 

12 

37 

16 

52 

1 

7 

3 

2 

3 

6 

12 

ou 

31 

86 

"  12th 

19tli  " 

14 

11 

13 

23 

37 

1 

4 

1 

1 

4 

3 

9 

1 

39 

22 

61 

"  19th 

26th  " 

15 

7 

23 

27 

44 

2 

1 

2 

4 

11 

f  6 

16 

72 

"  2r)th 

"           2d  September .... 

10 

6 

18 

25 

27 

"  2 

2 

1 

5 

1 

7 

11 

"3' 

47 

12 

59 

2cl  Soiit'mb'r  to  9th 

12 

13 

24 

13 

27 

3 

4 

2 

1 

1 

14 

10 

43 

19 

62 

"  9tli 

IGth  " 

15 

11 

13 

21 

34 

5 

1 

2 

2 

10 

6 

37 

23 

.  60 

"  Ifith 

23d 

17 

10 

17 

19 

27 

"2 

4 

"2" 

.... 

3 

0 

13 

7 

"2 

38 

25 

63 

"  23d 

30th  " 

17 

5 

23 

9 

26 

.... 

3 

4 

1 

14 

4 

34 

20 

54 

"  30th 

'■           7th  October  

11 

9 

10 

15 

3 

2 

1 

2 

8 

3 

2 

21 

16 

37 

7th  October  to  14th 

15 

11 

17 

18 

33 

1 

6 

"3 

1 

2 

2 

6 

6 

1 

37 

24 

61 

14tli 

21st 

7 

6 

5 

9 

8 

.... 

2 

2 

3 

17 

10 

27 

"  21st 

28th  " 

9 

18 

19 

7 

32 

6 

6 

. ... 

6 

2 

30 

23 

53 

"  28tli 

"           4tli  Nov'mbor .... 

13 

5 

5 

10 

19 

. ... 

.... 

1 

4 

"3* 

.... 

14 

19 

33 

"  4th 

Nov'r  to  11th 

8 

13 

13 

10 

17 

8 

"3' 

.... 

1 

10 

2 

24 

20 

44 

"  lltli 

18th  " 

13 

4 

13 

10 

25 

6 

3 

5 

26 

14 

40 

"  18th 

25tli  " 

11 

11 

12 

8 

26 

2 

'"i' 

4 

"2 

22 

20 

42 

'•  25th 

"           2d  December  

9 

10 

9 

6 

15 

G 

"2" 

.... 

1 

10 

.... 

17 

17 

34 

2.1  Dcc'mb'r  to  9th  "   

9 

7 

2 

9 

4 

2 

.... 

"2 

1 

4 

15 

10 

25 

"  9tb 

16th  " 

7 

3 

3 

10 

10 

1 

2 

1 

. ... 

6 

"3" 

16 

7 

23 

"  16th 

23d 

17 

12 

16 

8 

27 

8 

3 

2 

4 

"4' 

36 

17 

53 

'•  23d 

30th  " 

14 

4 

10 

19 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

'3 

2 

18 

35 

G78 

442 

866 

700 

1341 

58 

211 

85 

43 

112 

99 

39 

522 

137 

39 

1736 

950 

2686 

B. 

Island  Hospital  Office,  B.  I., 

January  1,  1859. 
SUMMARY  OF  THE  MORTALITY  AT  THE  ALMS  HOUSE,  BLACK- 
WELL'S  island,  during  THE  YEAR  1858. 


Total  number  of  deaths 


Sex. 


Nativity. 


Age. 


Males. . . 
Females 


Under  1  year  

1  year  to  5  years 


6 
II 
21 
81 
41 
51 
Gl 
71 
81 
91 


10 

"  20  "  .. 

"  30  "  .. 

"  40  "  .. 

"  50  "  .. 

60  "  .. 

70  "  .. 

"  80  "  .. 

"  90  "  .. 
and  upwards. 


Whence  Received. 


New  York  City  

Bellevue  Hospital  , 

Institution  on  Blackwell's  Island. 


Length  of  Residence  Under  3  days, 
IN  Alms  House. 


3  days 

G 

"  10 

10  " 

"  20  - 

iO 

"30 

1  month 

to  2  month 

2  " 

"   3  " 

"   4  " 

4  " 

"   5  " 

5  " 

6  " 

0  " 

"   7  " 

7  " 

8  " 

9  " 

"  10  " 

10  " 

"  11  " 

11  " 

"  12     '•  . 

]  year  and  upwards. 


Natives   1G4 

Foreigners   229 


90 


Island  Hospital  Office,  B.  T. 

January  1,  1859. 

STATEMENT 

OF  THE 

DISEASES  TREATED, 

WITH  THE  MORTALITY,  IN  THE  PENITENTIARY,  BLACKWELL's  IsLAND, 
DURING   THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER   31,  1858. 


DISEASES. 


Abortion  

Abscess  

Adenitis  

Amaurosis  

Amenorrhoea  

Apoplexy  

Balanitis  

Brain,  Congestion  of 
Broiicliitis,  Clironic 

Buboes  

Burns  

Cancer  

Carbuncle  

Cholera  ^forbus . .  . 

Conjunctivitis  

Debauch   

Delirium  Tremens. 

Diarrhoea  

Dysentery  

Eczema  

Enteritis  


3 
41 
9 
4 
8 
1 
13 
2 
39 
13 
3 
4 
2 
41 
CO 
5 
2 

104 
13 

1 


DISEASES. 


Kpilepsy  

Erysipelas  

Fever  Intermittent. 
Typhoid  . . . . 

Fractures   

Frost  Bite  

Gastritis  

Gonorrhoea  

Granular  Lids  and 
Vascular  Cornea. 

Heart,  Valvular  Di- 
sease of  

Hemiplegia  

Hemorrhoids  

Hepatitis  

Herpes  

Icterus  

Impetigo  

Injuries  

Iritis  

i\Ienino:itis  


"O 

H 

Q 

1 

1 

4 

65 

1 

17 

3 

11 

103 

1 

1 

2 

37 

1 

5 

6 

1 

176 

5 

1 

1 

91 


DISEASES. 


Menovrliagia  

Nephritis  

Neuralgia  

Opthalrnia  

Orchitis  

Otorrhoea  

Paronychia  

Paraplegia  

Pliagadoeiiic  Chancre 
Phthisis  Pulmonalis. 

Pleuritis  

Pleurodynia,  


neumonia 


2 

1 

5 
12 
32 

3 

28 

2 

1 
74 
15 

1 
25 


DISEASES. 


Pyrosis  

Rheumatism  

Scabies   

Scrofula  

Stricture  of  Urethra 

Synovitis  

Syphilis,  Primary.. 
*'  Secondary 
"         Tertiary  . 

Syphilitic  Yegetat'ns 

Tonsillitis  

Ulcers   

Urine,  Incontin'ce  of 


3 
40 
13 

22 

9 

279 
292 
8 
18 

5 

174 


Number  of  Deaths   9 

Ratio  of  Mortality  on  cases  treated  0^^^  per  cent. 
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Island  Hospital  Office,  B.  I., 

January  1,  1859. 

STATEMENT 

OF  THE 

DISEASES  TREATED, 

WITH   THE  MORTALITY,  IX  THE   WORK  HOUSE,  BLACKWELL's  ISLAND, 
DURING  THE   YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1858. 


DISEASES. 


Congestion  of 


Abortion .... 
'Abscess  . . . 
Adenitis  . . . 
Albuminuria 
Amenorrlioea 
Apoplexy  . , 
Arachnitis , . 
Balanitis . .  . 
Brain 
Bronchitis,  'Chronic 

Burns  

Cholera  Infantum. 
Cholera  Morbus . . . 

Chorea  

Conjunctivitis  

Convulsions  

Corneitis  

Coroner's  Cases . . . 
Debauch   


1 

43 
25 
1 

39 
6 
1 

16 
1 

143 
4 
4 

108 
1 

36 
2 

9 


S77 


DISEASES. 


Debility  

Delirium  Tremens.. 

Diarrlioea  

Dysentery  

Dysmenorrhoea  

Eczema  

Enteritis  

Epilepsy  

Erysipelas  

Fever,  Intermittent. 

Fractures   

Gastritis  

Ilearr,  Hypertroph} 

of  

Hemorrhoids  

Hernia  

Herpes  

Impetigo  

Injuries  


14 
241 
316 
54 
2 
25 
6 
21 
1 

66 
2 
69 

2 
124 
20 

8 
8 

140 


93 


DISEASES. 


Iritis  

Laryng-itis  

Marasmus  

Meningitis  

Menorrhagia  

Neuralgia  

Opthalniia  

Otorrlioea  

Paronychia  

Phthisis  Piilmonalis 

Pleuritis  

Pleurodynia  

Pneumonia  


1 
2 
9 
4 

10 

13 
8 
1 

24 
265 

28 
5 

21 


DISEASES. 


Purpura   

Rheumatism,  Chron- 
ic   

Scabies   

Scrofula  

Senectus  

Stricture  of  Urethra 

Stomatitis  

Synovitis  

Tonsillitis  

Ulcers   

Urine,  Incontinence 
of  


384 
12 
3 
3 
2 
4 
3 
29 
247 


Number  of  Deaths  50 

Ratio  of  mortality  on  cases  treated  1  yV  per  cent. 


Island  Hospital  Office,  B.  L, 

January  1,  1859. 
AGGKEGATE  STATEMENT 

OF  THE 

DISEASES  TREATED 

IN  THE  ISLAND  HOSPITAL,  PENITENTIARY,  ALMS  HOUSE, 
AND  AVORK  HOUSE,  BLACKWELL's  ISLAND,  DURING  THE 
YEAR  1858. 


D.seases. 


Abortion  

Abscess  , 

Adenitis  

Albuminuria  , 

Amaurosis  

Amenorrhoea  , 

Anasarca  , 

An  aim  i  a  , 

Anclij'losis  

Aneurism  , 

Apoplexy  

Apthse  

Arachnitis  

Ascites  

Asthma  

Balanitis  

Brain,  Congestion  of. .  , 
i "      Inllainmation  of, 

Bronchitis  

Buboes  


Island 
Hos- 
pital. 


7 
43 
19 
12 

4 

74 


1 

6 
1) 
58 


1 

121 

338 


Peni- 
ten- 
tiary. 


3 
41 
9 


13 

2 

39 
13 


Alms 
House 


172 
44 
5 
15 
3b 
11 

9 


834 


Work 
House. 


1 

43 
25 
1 


39 


16 
1 


143 


11 

299 
97 
18 
23 
159 
11 
4 
3 
5 
16 
22 
2 
26 
23 
124 
5 
8 

1137 
351 


Diseases. 


Burns  

Cancer   

Carbuncle  .. 

Caries  

Cervix  Uteri 


Hypertrophy  of. 
"         '*      Inflammation  of. 
"         "      Induration  of.  .  . 
"        "      Induration  and 
Ulceration  of. 
Ulceraticm  of.  . . 

Cliolera  Infantum  

Cholera  Morbus  

Ciiorea  

Condylomata  

Conjunctivitis  

Constipation  

Convulsions  

Corneitis  

Coroners'  Cases  

Croup  

Cystitis  

Debauch  

Debility.  

Delirium  Tremens  

Diarrhoea  

Dysenter}'  

Dysmenorrhoea  

Dyspepsia  

Eczema  

Emphysema  

Endocarditis   

Enteritis  

Erysipelas  

Epdepsy 


Fever,  Intermittent 


Puerperal 
Kemittent 


Island 
Hos 
pital. 


6 
13 

53 
64 


30 
218 
4 
7 
1 
73 
34 
15 
1 
4 
6 
1 


976 
15 
305 
116 
30 


25 
22 
85 
2 
6 


Peni- 
ten- 
tiary. 


41 


60 


2 

104 
13 


4 
1 

65 


Alms 
House 


115 
231 
7 


441 


25 


15 
10 
7 
63 
324 
41 
1785 
196 
2 
4 

195 
12 


Work 
House. 


16 
48 
42 
392 


4 

108 
1 


36 


2 
2 
15 


877 
14 
241 
316 
54 
2 

25 


6 
1 
21 

66 


96 


Diseases. 


Fever,  Typhoid  

Fistula  in  Ado  

"  Recto-Vaginal  

Fractures   

Frost  Bite  

Furuncles  

Gastritis  

Gonorrhoea  

Granular  Lids  and  Vascular 

Cornea   

Ileniatemesis  

Hemiplegia  

Hemorrhage,  Uterine  

Hemoptysis  

Hemorrhoids  

Heart,  Fatt}^  Degeneration  of. 

"      Hypertrophy  of  

Valvular  Disease  of  .  . . 

Hepatitis  

Hernia  

Herpes  

Hydroceplialus  

Hysteria  

Icterus   

Impetigo  


Island 
Hos- 
pital. 


3 
7 
6 
18 
14 
28 
9 

221 


Peni 
ten- 
tiary." 


Injuries  

Iritis   

Kidneys,  Fatt}*  Degeneration  ol 

Laryngitis  

Leucorrhoea  

Liver,  Cirrhosis  of  

Marasmus  

Meningitis  

Menorrhagia   

Necrosis  

Nephritis  


Neuralgia 


1 
2 
2 

83 
1 
4 

14 
2 

34 
9 


17 

3 

ii 

103 
1 

9 


Alms 
House 


37 


1 

5 
6 

138 

58 

9 


36 
2 
2 

6 
15 
9 
3 
11 


6 
1 

176 


Work 
House. 


18 


115 


69 


124 


20 

8 


lis 

111 


4 

192 
9 
32 
4 
7 

27: 


140 
1 


4 
10 


13 


97 


Diseases, 


Odontalgia   

Q^^dema  

Oplitlialniia  

Orchitis  

Otitis  

Otorrhuea  

Paral^^sis  

Paraplegia  

Paronychia  

Parotitis  

Parturition  

Pericarditis  

Periostitis  

Pertussis  

Phagadcenic  Chancre 
Phthisis  Puhnonalis  . 
Phyinosis,  Congenita' 

Pleurodynia  

Pleuritis  

Pneumonia  

"         Pleuro  . .  . 
Typhoid  . 

Porrigo  Favosa  

Pr()lapsus  Uteri  

Psoriasis  

Purpura   

Pyrosis  

Rheuinatisni  

Roseola  

Rubeola  

Rupia  

Scabies   

Sciatica  

Scorbutus   

Scrofula  

Senectus   

Spermatorrhoea  

7 


Island  Peni  I,  \  ^  , 
Hos-     ten.  !  .J'^'^ 

pital.   tiarj   House  House. 


12 
19 

31 


24 
16 

19' 

4 

5 

'58* 

239 

8 

17 
82 
4G 
1 
2 
7 
22 

10 

280 
2 

41 
19 


11 


12 
32 


2 
28 


1 
74 

1 
15 

25 


3 
40 


13 


2.^2 
8 
19 

iisj 

79 
9 


24 


265 


737 
7 

151 
294 

2! 
13 
3 
9 

228 


690  384 

I  i 

9 


66 
16 
37 

3! 


12 


98 


Diseases. 


Spine,  Potts'  Disease  of 
Stricture  of  Urethra  .  . . 

Stomatitis   

Synovitis   

Syphilis,  Primary  

Secondary  .  . .  . 

"  Tertiary  

Syphilitic  Vegetations  . 

Tonsillitis  

Ulcers  

Urine,  Incontinence  of  . . 
"      Retention  of  ... . 

Vaginitis  

Varicella  


Island 
Hos- 
pital. 


i 

1206 
453 
128 
140 
18 
301 
7 
3 

138 


Peni-    . , 
ten 
tiary, 


99 


9 

279 
292 
8 
18 

5 

174 

9, 


]5G 
25 


28 
918 
2 


39 


"Work 
House. 


29 
247 
3 


7 

146 
83 
107 
1485 
901 
161 
158 
80 
1635 
14 
3 

138 
39 


NEW  CITY  CEMETERY,  WARD'S  ISLAND. 


To  the  GovEPtNORS  of  the  Alms  House: 

Gentlemen, —  The  following  is  respectfullj^  submit- 
ted as  the  Annual  Eeport  of  the  City  Cemetery  and  Farm 
House : 

Admitted  during  the  year,  as  per  table  annexed : 


17  Men,  2  AYomen,  0  Children. 


Rem'ng  Dec.  31st,  1857,  15  do. 

3 

do. 

3 

do. 

32  do. 

5 

do. 

3 

do. 

o 
O 

do. 

3 

do. 

Reni'ng  Dec.  31st,  1858,  10  do. 

2 

do. 

0 

do. 

Interments  in  the  Cemetery  during  the 

year 

1857  , 

2,i 

do.  do.  do.  1858  .  .  2,686 
Increase  during  the  year   05 

I  would  farther  state,  that  the  men  connected  with  the 
Farm  House  have  been  employed  during  the  year  blasting 
and  digging  out  rocks,  making  and  repairiug  roads,  and 
digging  trenches  in  the  Cemetery. 


100 


I  respectfully  suggest  to  jour  Honorable  Board  the  pro- 
priety of  cultivating  as  much  ground  this  year  as  would  at 
least  supply  the  vegetables  that  are  annually  required  for 
the  department,  and  would  also  call  your  attention  to  my 
last  annual  report,  relative  to  the  necessity  of  building  a 
small  of&ce,  to  be  erected  in  the  Cemetery,  with  a  safe 
therein,  for  the  protection  of  the  books  and  papers. 

With  this  you  will  find  a  table  marked  A,  showing  the 
total  weekly  interments  in  the  City  Cemetery  during  the 
year,  all  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  hy^ 

Yery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
AYM.  0.  AYEBB,  Superintendent 


Commitments  to  First  District  Prison,  Classified  according  to  Sex  and  Age. 


OFFKNCKS. 


R  -  I 

Eiot  

Eobbeiy  ... 
Seduction . .  . 
Selling  Obsi- 
Sending  Thr. 


1{..-Y^.uue 
Witlioul  Oft'on.-o  boinc  SnO' 
Witnesses  in  State  Courts. 

U.  S.  Courts. 


Total  Number  of  eacli  Age.. 


402695  1341  526' 


222  139S187 
2S  "  i 


6 1357  L784 
20 


43703442  3332190 


-  ^ 

o 

§i 

Si 

1  a 

s 

9i 

: 

97 
1 

: 

10 

1 
10 

3 

3 

4 

47 

230t 

40'^ 

■^717 

21 

"'21 

3 

b 

6 

1 

23 

5 

7 

3 

4 

11 

: 

2 

15 

15 

1 

43 

: 

11 

11 

7 

140' 

66: 

2068 

40 

50 

90 

13 

13 

5 

: 

1 

1- 

3 

17 

173 

i: 

184 

7 

13S 

ii 

150 

14 

1^ 

15 

2 

2 

4o^ 

179 

637 

27 

22 

22 

35b 

201 

557 

5 

5 

1  4301 

5152 

9453 

100 

132 

54 

25 

79 

2 

2 

110 

25 

135 

6 

6 

ei 

 y 

1 
71 
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CITY  PRISON. 


Office  of  Physician  of  the  Ciiy  Pbisox, 
{Halls  of  Justice,) 
New  York,  January  1,  1859. 
♦ 

To  the  Honorahle  the  BoARD  OF 

Governors  oftlie  Alms  House: 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  \\\t\\  the  resolution  of 
jour  Honorable  Board,  that  I  should  present  the  Annual- 
Report  of  that  portion  of  the  Alms  House  Department  of 
this  city  that  is  under  my  care,  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  City  Prisons,  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  be  able 
once  more  to  congratulate  you  on  its  continued  salubrity. 

Notwithstanding  its  social  disadvantages,  the  peculiarity 
of  its  construction,  the  class  of  persons  confined  in  it,  the 
diet,  vant  of  exercise,  <ScC.,  the  uniform  healthfulness  of  its 
inmates  3^ear  after  year  may  veil  excite  both  surprise  and 
satisfaction. 

Again  I  may  conscientiously  repeat  the  observation  in 
my  last  report,  that  no  case  of  pestilential  or  contagious 
disease  has  originated  in  the  Prisons  during  the  year.  No 
death  from  disease  originating  in  the  Prisons  has  occurred. 
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The  total  number  of  commitments  to  the  City  Prison 
proper  and  its  several  branches,  during  the  year  past, 
amounts  to  (35,172)  thirty  five  thousand  one  hundred  and 
seventy-two. 

The  following  tabular  statements  exhibit  the  number  of 
Deaths  in  the  prisons  during  the  past  year,  and  the  diseases 
to  which  they  are  attributable  are  as  follows : 


Exhaustion  and  Intemperance   10 

Congestion  of  Brain   6 

Delirium  Tremens   8 

Apoplexy   2 

Typhoid  Debility   2 

Congestion  of  Lungs   1 

Paralysis   1 

Disease  of  Heart   1 

By  Execution  according  to  Law   1 


Total  number  of  Deaths   27 

This  Prison  is  still  a  receptacle  for  the  really,  or  sup- 
posed to  be,  Insane,  the  number  of  which  is  annually  and 
steadily  increasing.  During  the  last  year  there  have  been 
sent  to  us  for  examination  (764)  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  persons,  male  and  female,  who  have  been  carefully 
examined,  and  the  disposition  made  of  them  is  as  follows  : 

Sent  to  Lunatic  Asylum,  Blackwell's  Island,  192 
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Discharged  cured   213 

Sent  to  Alms  House   -^2 

"    AVork  House   150 

"    Ward's  Island  for  Commissioners  of 

Emigration   72 

"       out  of  the  county  as  non-residents  .  40 

"    Bellevue  Hospital   26 

"    Colored  Home   2 

Died   8 

Sent  to  Penitentiary  as  vagrants   11 

"    City  Hospital   4 

"    Lunatic  Asylum,  Bloomingdale  ...  4 

764 


In  regard  to  the  insane  sent  here  for  disposal,  special 
care  has  been  taken  to  designate  those  who  are  properly 
chargeable  to  this  county,  and  those  who  are  non-residents. 
By  reference  to  the  table  of  disposals,  it  will  be  observed 
that  over  forty  have  been  thus  sent  out  of  the  county, 
many  of  which  cases  I  have  given  my  personal  attention 
to  their  being  safely  looked  after,  and  I  have  not  yet  been 
aw^re  of  any  mishap  occuri  ing  in  cmj  case  thus  disposed  of 

There  have  been  (as  is  usually  the  case)  a  number  of 
confinements  at  full  time,  and  also  miscarriages,  which 
have  been  dulj-  reported  to  the  City  Inspector,  and  in  case 
of  the  death  of  persons  whose  history  was  unknown  to  us, 
or  the  cause  of  death  doubtful,  the  Coroners  have  been  ap- 
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prised  of  them,  and  those  unfortunate  cases  have  been 
promptly  attended  to  by  those  gentlemen. 

I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  have  very  often  re- 
gretted that  persons  laboring  under  extreme  degrees  of 
exhaustion,  serious  wounds,  fractures,  dislocations,  &c., 
contracted  by  falling  in  a  state  of  drunkenness  or  apopletic 
convulsions,  and  verv  often  in  a  fatal  and  morihiind  condi- 
tion,  which  so  frequently  simulates  intoxication,  should  be 
brought  into  the  prison  instead  of  a  hospital,  or  station 
house,  or  at  their  own  residences.  Almost  the  entire  mor- 
tality of  the  prison  consists  in  these  cases,  which  would  be 
better  disposed  of  in  the  nearest  station  house,^^  under  the 
care  of  the  regular!}'  constituted  Surgeons  of  the  police 
force,  and  when  sufficiently  recovered  and  brought  into  a 
safe  condition,  could  then  be  transferred  to  this  place  if 
deemed  w^orthy  of  imprisonment. 

The  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  District  Prisons  have 
been  carefully  looked  after  during  the  year,  and  all  cases 
of  sickness  have  been  transferred,  as  soon  as  circumstances 
would  permit,  to  the  First  District  Prison.  The  condition 
of  those  prisons  is  creditable  to  the  officers  respectively  in 
charge  of  them. 

Since  the  demise  of  Mr.  John  Gray,  late  Warden  of  this 
institution,  the  duties  of  that  office  have  devolved,  ex- 
officio,  upon  Mr.  John  H.  Whitmore,  and  have  been  most 
efficiently  and  satisfactorily  discharged  by  that  gentleman. 
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I  cannot  close  "without  representing  to  3'our  Honoral)le 
Board  that  the  labors  of  my  position  are  constantly  upon 
the  increase,  and  now  engross  my  entire  time,  their  faith- 
ful performance  taxing  m}^  industry  to  the  utmost.  I  beg 
leave  to  return  my  thanks  for  the  promptness  with  which 
you  have  supplied  all  my  requisitions,  and  renew  my  as- 
surances that  they  have  ever  been  dispensed  with  the 
strictest  regard  to  their  economical  use. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JNO.  C.  COVEL, 

Physician  City  Prison. 


CITY  PRISON. 


Office  of  the  Warden  of  the  City  Prison, 

{Halls  of  Justice,) 
Xew  York,  December  31.s^  185S. 

To  the  Honorahle  the  Goyerxors  of  the  Alms  House : 

Gentlemen  :  The  year  now  ended  is  signalized  in 
the  annals  of  tliis  department  by  the  record  of  a  lament- 
able eYent.^  It  has  pleased  an  overruling  Providence  to  sum- 
mon away  from  tlie  scenes  of  his  labors  and  usefulness  the 
late  Warden  of  this  Institution.  To  tlie  zeal  and  fidelity 
Y'ith  Y'hicli  he  discharged  the  duties  of  that  office,  I  have  now 
the  melanclioly  pleasure  of  paying  the  humble  tribute  of 
my  testimony,  ^tr.  John  Gray  departed  this  life  on  the 
3d  day  of  August  last,  since  which  period  tlie  responsibil- 
ities of  his  position  have  devolved  upon  tlie  undersigned. 

I  have  therefore  the  honor  of  presenting  to  your  honor- 
able l)ody  the  accompanying  Report  of  the  City  Prison 
and  its  branches  for  the  year  1858.  The  aggregate  of 
commitments  to  those  establishments  amounts  to  tlie  un- 
usually large  number  of  thirty-five  tiiousand  one  hundred 
and  seventy-two,  showing  an  increase  of  more  than  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  upon  the  number  committed  during  the  year 
preceding. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

JOHX  C.  WHITMORE, 

Acting  Warden. 
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Table  A. 


First  District  Prison. 
(Halls  of  Justice.) 
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NATIVITY. 

Number  received  who  were  Native? 
"  "  "  Foreigners 


SOCIAL  RELATIONS. 

Number  received  who  were  Married 

Sinde.  .  . 
"  Widowed 
*•  "    whose  Social  Re- 

lationswere 
unknown . . 


HABITS  OF  LIFE. 

Number  received  who  were  Tem- 
perate   

Number  received  who  were  In- 
temperate   


DEGREE  OF  EDUCATION. 

Number  received  who  could  not  Read 
"  "  who  could  Read  only 

"  "  who  could  Read  and 

Write  
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cation  was  unknown 
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males. 

Total. 
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FOR  WHAT  OFFENCE  COMMITTED. 

Second  District  Prison. 
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KATIYITY  OF  PERSONS  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  TEAR. 
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COLORED  HOME. 


OFFICEES. 

MRS.  MARY  ANN  WELLS,  First  Directress,  92  South  Third  Street, 

Wllliamsburgh,  L.  I. 
"     SAMUEL  J.  BEEBEE,  Second  Directress,  Ravenswood,  L.  1. 
"     JAMES  B.  COLGATE,  Treasurer,  114  East  T\venty  first  St  ,  N.  Y. 
"     N.  E.  RUSSELL,  Correspondinj  Secretary,  52  West  Twenty-second 

Street.  N.  Y. 

MISS  C.  L.   WESTERLO,   Recording  Secretary,  39  East  Twentj-fourtli 
Street,  N.  Y. 

MANAGERS. 

Mrs.  W.  ay.  Cdester,   11  University  Phice. 

"  ■  B.  B.  Atterblrt,  1st  Avenue,  corner  3Gth  Street. 

"    Wm.  E.  Dodge   Madison  Avenue,  near  3Gth  Street. 

*'    John  A.  Livlngston,  22  Union  Square. 

"    E.  S.  Yn^ixstox,  10  East  34th  Street. 

"    MoxTAGUE,  10  Clinton  Street,  Brooklyn. 

"    Maxwell,  88  East  18th  Street. 

"    L.  CouxixG,  77  West  Dtli  Street. 

"    A.  B.  CiiASSEAUD,  Ravenswood,  L.  I. 

"    F.  S.  AYyxkoop  40  East  18tli  Street. 

"    James  Ruthvex  100  West  23d  Street. 

"    Henry  L.  Kixg,  Madison  Avenue,  corner  37tb  Street, 

"    F.  F.  Raxdolph,  90  East  IGth  Street. 

Mess  Axgelica  Hamilton, 

*'    S.  S.  PuELrs  Madison  Avenue,  corner  37 th  Street^ 

"    Gertrude  Matthew.'?,   19  West  24th  Street. 

"    Isabella  G.  Jame^  41  Second  Street,  Williamshurgb. 

S.  Daxa,  ,..13  West  12th  Street. 

"    D.  James,  Wllliamsburgh.  L.  I. 

"    AxN  AYrigl't,   "  ■  •• 


Ill 


ADVISEES. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Chester,  Mr.  Stephex  Cami  keling, 

"  Joiix  Jay,  "  John  A.  Bunting, 

"  "William  G.  Bull,  "  Archibald  Eussell, 

"    DaA'II)  IIOADLEY,  "  JaMES  B.  CoLGATE, 

•*  John  Harper,  *'  J.  "\V.  S^mytii, 

.James  D.  Fitch,  31.  1). 


Chaplain  Bev.  Thomas  McFarlax. 

Steward  Allan  McLean. 

Matron  Mrs.  Ann  M.  Beatty. 

TmcUer  Mrs.  Sarah  ?.IcLean 


MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Besident  PJajsician  .James  D.  Fitch.  M.  D. 

Assistant  Physician  Dr.  J.  E.  Darken. 


MEDICAL  COUNCIL. 

Ilonoranj  Metnhers 
J.  C.  Cueeseman,  M.  D.        I        Thomas  Cock,  M.  D. 


Fln/sicians. 

J.  W.  Francis,  M.  D. 
T.  M.  Markoe,  II.  D. 
II.  Watts,  :\r.  D. 


Surfjcons. 

AViLLARD  Barker,  M.  D. 
G.  A.  Sabine.  M.  D. 
J.  S.  Thehald,  M.  D. 
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REPORT. 

New  York,  January  Ist^  1859. 

To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House 

of  the  City  of  New  York. 

Gentlemen:  The  period  having  again  come 
around  for  making  the  Annual  Keport  of  the  Colored 
Home  to  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House,  the  following 
is  respectfidly  submitted  : 

The  zeal  manifested  by  those  engaged  in  this  cause,  not 
only  remains  undiminished,  but  seems  to  gather  fresh 
strength  as  the  work  advances. 

In  order  to  carry  into  effect  more  efficiently,  the  great 
object  had  in  view  by  this  Association  at  its  formation, 
the  improvement  of  the  moral,  as  well  as  the  physical 
condition  of  those  committed  to  their  chartre,  tiie  Man- 
agers  have  for  a  long  time  had  several  objects  in  view, 
and  in  the  accomplishment  of  which  they  have  hitherto 
been  prevented,  by  reason  of  their  limited  means.  The 
crowded  state  of  our  apartments,  however,  during  the 
past  winter,  induced  them,  relying  on  public  generosity, 
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to  attempt  the  first  and  most  important  of  these  objects, 
the  erection  of  an  additional  building ;  which  at  the  same 
time  might  afford  accommodation  for  public  worship,  a 
Chapel,  sufficiently  commodious  to  seat  from  six  to  eight 
hundred  persons,  a  large  and  airy  school  room  forty  by 
twentj^-five  feet,  together  with  rooms  sufficient  for  the 
accommodation  of  all  the  officers  of  the  household,  an 
apothecaries'  shop,  &c.  Such  an  arrangement  it  was 
evident,  could  not  but  add  greatly  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  inmates,  as  all  the  rooms  now  occupied  for 
the  above  purposes  would  immediately  be  opened  as  new 
wards  for  the  aged,  together  with  largely  increased  Hos- 
pital and  Nursery  accommodations.  Accordingly,  early 
in  October  last,  the  foundation  of  a  new  building  was 
laid,  being  ninety  feet  in  length,  by  forty  wide,  with  a 
corridor  from  six  to  twelve  feet  wide  on  the  whole  of  the 
south  side,  extending  from  each  wing  of  the  present 
building  nearly  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet,  so  that 
access  may  be  had  from  all  parts  of  the  house  to  the 
chapel,  without  exposure  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 
The  building  is  now  under  cover,  and  is  progressing 
rapidly  to  completion,  and  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  ready  for 
occupancy  in  the  month  of  March,  or  early  in  April. 

The  above  arrangement  will  enable  the  Board  to  carry 
out  another  important  point,  an  increase  of  school  accom- 
modation, a  step  much  to  be  desired,  because  of  the 
8 
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yearly  increase  of  children  placed  under  their  charge,  the 
average  number  for  the  last  year  being  about  twenty; 
and  although  many  of  them  remain  at  the  Home  but  for 
a  short  period,  it  has  been  deemed  important  by  the  Board 
of  Managers  that  the  time,  however  limited,  should  be 
occupied  in  some  mental  culture,  as  it  has  been  found  in 
many  instances,  where  only  the  first  rudiments  of  educa- 
tion have  been  given,  it  has  led  to  a  desire  for  farther  im- 
provement in  after  life. 

Another  object  to  be  obtained,  and  for  which  we  have 
long  been  petitioning,  is  the  introduction  of  the  Croton 
water;  this  during  the  past  month  has  been  brought  to 
our  door,  and  we  are  now  only  waiting  for  the  means  to 
bring  it  through  the  house  for  bathing  accommoda- 
tions, &c. 

The  number  under  charge  the  last  year  is  somewhat  an 
increase  over  the  three  preceding  years,  owing  doubtless 
to  the  great  scarcity  of  employment  the  past  winter,  and 
consequent  distress  among  the  poor;  indeed,  our  Hospital 
at  the  present  time,  is  showing  in  many  cases  the  effects 
of  the  great  suffering  among  this  class  of  people  the  last 
winter,  and  consequently  broken-down  constitutions,  from 
the  want  and  privation  then  endured. 

The  Managers  have  as  heretofore  made  it  a  principle  to 
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send  none  awaj^  wlio  were  worthy,  or  where  there  was  a 
probability  of  reformation,  without  procuring  for  them 
places  at  service;  ninety-eight  have  thus  been  provided 
for,  and  for  thirty-seven  children  good  places  have  been 
procured,  mostly  in  the  country. 

The  general  health  of  the  Institution  has  been  good, 
no  disease  having  arisen  among  us,  although  our  wards 
during  the  past  winter,  as  has  been  before  stated,  were 
unusually  crowded. 

I  am  still  indebted  to  the  Medical  Council  connected 
with  the  Institution,  for  their  valuable  assistance  in  cases 
where  consultation  has  been  called  for,  and  especially  to 
Dr.  J.  S.  Thebaud,  for  his  continued  attendance  on  the 
surgical  department. 

Our  Hospital,  I  believe,  will  be  found  inferior  to  none 
in  our  city  in  point  of  order  and  cleanliness,  for  which 
much  credit  is  due  to  my  esteemed  assistant.  Dr.  E.  J. 
Darken,  on  whom  has  devolved  a  more  than  usually  heavy 
duty  during  the  past  summer,  in  consequence  of  my  own 
ill  health. 

In  the  extensive  improvements  now  in  progress,  the 
Managers  will  be  incumbered  with  a  heavy  debt,  but  in- 
asmuch as  the  greatest  economy  has  been  used,  and  as 
they  have  gone  no  farther  than  the  health  and  comforts  of 
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the  inmates  seemed  imperatively  to  demand,  they  cannot 
but  feel  confident  that  they  will  be  sustained ;  and  that 
the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House  who  have  so  long  been 
witnesses  to  their  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  oppressed  and 
down-trodden  children  of  Africa,  will  in  every  way  in 
their  power  aid  them  in  their  appeals  to  the  benevolent, 
to  enable  them  to  complete  this  important  work  in  which 
they  are  now  so  earnestly  engaged. 

Very  Eespectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  FITCH, 

Res.  Physician, 
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TABULAR  VIEW. 

Persons  received  in  live  different  J)epart7nents  from  January       1858.  to  January 


L<  1859. 

MALE  HOSPITAL. 

Number  remainiDg  in  this  department,  January  1st,  1858    31 

Number  received  up  to  January  ist,  1859   92 

Wkole  number  in  this  department  during  year  18&8    123 


•  FEMALE  HOSPITAL- 

Number  remaining  in  this  department,  January  1st,  1858.   79 

Number  received  up  to  January  1st,  1859  240 

Whole  number  in  this  department  during  year  1858   319 

LTING-IN  AND  NURSERY. 

Number  remaining  in  this  department,  January  1st,  1858.   42 

Women  received  up  to  January  1st,  1859    27 

Children  born  or  received  up  to  January  1st,  1855  87 

Whole  number  under  charge  in  this  department,  during  year 

1858    15C 

HOME,  OR  DEPARTMENT  FOR  THE  AGKD  AND  INFIRM. 

Number  remaining  in  this  department,  January  1st,  1858  149 

Number  received  up  to  January  1st,  1859   .180 

Whole  number  under  charge  in  this  department,  during  year 

1858     32S 

Whole  number  under  charge  in  the  various  departments  of  the 

Institution  during  the  year  1858    527 

Of  these  have  died  100 

Discharged  317 

Left  for  places  of  service   98 

Children  given  to  friends  or  bound  out   37 

Infants  left  with  their  mothers   34 

Left  without  tickets  of  dismission   7 

 593 

Leaving  now  in  the  Institution   334 
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LIST  OF  DEATHS  IN  THE  COLORED  HOME, 
From  Jan.  1st,  1858,  to  Jan.  1st,  1859. 


DISEASES. 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

1 
j 

1  TOTAL. 

i 
1 

xlneurism  



1 

0 

Apoplexy  

1 

1 

2 

Anasarca    

1 

2 

3 

Bright's  Disease  

0 

1 

1  1 

Broucliilis  

1 

0 

1 

Cancer  of  Rectum  

0 

1 

1 

Congestion  ofErairi  

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

0 

2 

2 

Erysipelas 

0 

1 

1 

Fatty  Degen.  of  Heart  

0 

1 

\  ' 

Fibrous  Tumours,  Uterine  

0 

1 

1 

Hydrotborax  

0 

1 

1 

Hioraorrbage  from  Lungs  

1 

1 

2 

Hvpertropby  of  Heart  

1 

0 

1 

Insanity  

1 

u 

1 

Intiam.  of  Brain  

] 

1 

2 

2 

0 

Ossification  of  Aorta  

1 

0 

1 

Old  Age  

2 

2 

i  4 

Pbtbisis  

21 

20 

!  41 

Paralysis  

0 

8 

1  5 

Pneumonia  

5 

2 

1  / 

2 

0 

I  o 

Pleuritis  

0 

1 

1  r 

Rbeumatism  

0 

1 

i  \ 

Softening  of  the  Brain  

2 

2 

2 

1 

\  3 

Valvular  Dis.  of  Heart  

3 

1 

4 

51 

48 

99 
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OF  THESE  THERE  WERE — 


Under  1  year   5 

Between  1  and  10  years   3 

"    10       20   "    5 

"    20  "    30    "    20 

"    30  "    40   "   20 

«    40  "    50    "    12 

"    50  "    60    «   %   15 

"    60  "    70    "    7 

"    70  "    80   "    6 

"    80  "    90    "    3 

"    90  ''100    "    4 
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FERRY  BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND. 


Ferry  Department,  B.  I., 

January  1,  1859. 

To  the  HonorahJe  the  Board  of 

Governors  of  the  Alms  House. 

Gentlemen  :  In  accordance  witli  the  usual  custom, 
we  herewith  submit  to  your  Honorable  Board  our  Annual 
Keport  for  the  year  1858. 

It  is  now  over  two  years  since  this  Ferry  went  into 
operation,  and,  so  far  as  our  observation  extends,  we  have 
seen  nothing  to  change  our  views,  expressed  in  our  last 
year's  report,  viz. :  "  That  it  seems  to  have  given  general 
satisfaction,"  and  been  the  means  of  accommodating  a  very 
large  increase  of  visitors  from  last  year. 

"We  have  endeavored  to  give  every  facility  to  the 
officers  connected  with  the  several  institutions  in  going 
and  returning  to  their  duties,  besides  affording  accommoda- 
tion to  (according  to  our  best  judgment)  the  enormous 
number  of  thirty  thousand  visitors,  without  a  single  acci- 
dent, either  to  the  boats  or  to  any  one  individual. 
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The  boats  continue  to  make  tkeir  trips  as  lieretofore, 
that  is,  leaving  61st  street  at  a  quarter  before  6  A.  M., 
running  every  quarter  of  aa  hour  until  half-past  6  o'clock, 
when  they  resume  their  half-hour  trips,  up  to  8  o'clock 
A.  M.,  when  the  boatmen  get  their  meals ;  resuming  their 
labors  on  the  half-hour  trips  until  half-past  12  o'clock ; 
then  an  hour  is  given  them  to  get  their  dinner,  after  which 
they  commence  again,  continuing  the  half-hour  trips  until 
8  o'clock  P.  M.,  from  61st  street,  that  being  the  last  boat 
from  the  New  York  side. 

We  would  again  recommend  the  dredging  out  the  slip 
connected  with  the  ferry -house.  At  extreme  low  tides  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  make  a  landing,  and  at  ordinary 
low  tides,  the  water  is  so  low  that  it  will  not  float  even  an 
empty  boat.  Could  the  bottom  of  the  slip  be  lessened  or 
sunk  about  eighteen  inches,  it  would  obviate  the  difficulty 
with  which  we  are  now  subjected,  and  could  be  done  with 
little  or  no  exjDense. 

The  importance  of  removing  the  ferr}^  landing  on  the 
New  York  side  to  70th  street,  cannot  have  fliiled  to  com- 
mend itself  to  your  notice,  and  we  strongly  recommend 
that  it  be  located  there,  as  it  will  then  accommodate  all 
parties  much  better  than  at  61st  street,  and  be  the  means 
of  saving  our  boats  from  the  wear  and  tear  to  which  they 
are  now  exposed.  The  boats,  in  that  case,  will  be  enabled 
to  make  the  trips  in  five  minutes,  whereas  it  now  takes 
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from  fifteen  to  twentj^  and  sometimes  thirty  minutes  ;  also, 
our  boats  could  act  as  a  guard  of  safety  to  the  Croton  water 
pipe  recently  laid  from  that  street  to  the  island.  Such 
being  the  facts,  we  trust  your  Honorable  Board  will,  at 
an  early  day,  take  action  upon  the  matter,  and  locate  the 
landing  at  the  foot  of  the  above-named  street. 

We  have  continued  our  vigilance,  and  have  been  suc- 
cessful in  preventing  liquor  being  brought  by  inmates  and 
visitors  upon  the  island.  During  the  past  year  we  have 
taken  from  these  suspicious  characters  two  hundred  and 
thirty-one  bottles  rum,  gin  and  brandy,  and  within  a  few 
weeks  past,  on  one  woman  alone,  who  has  been  in  the  habit 
of  visiting  the  island,  we  found  six  hotiles  of  different  kinds 
of  liquor  secreted  about  her  person.  Pursuing  this  vigil- 
ant course,  we  are  satisfied  that,  at  no  distant  day,  we  shall 
be  enabled  to  prevent  entirely  this  contraband  article  being 
smuggled  to  the  island. 

Herewith  annexed  please  find  statement  of  sundry 
articles  received  through  the  Storekeeper's  Department, 
and  also  inventory  of  property  on  hand. 

Trusting  that  the  affairs  and  management  of  the  ferry 
have  been  so  conducted  as  to  meet  your  approbation,  we 
remain,  gentlemen,  with  assurance  of  our  high  considera- 
tion, 

Your  very  obedient  servants, 

CHAKLES  GKAHAM, 
PATKICK  JAMISON, 

Ferry  Masters. 


Ferry  Departmentj  Dr. 

To  Sundry  Articles  Keceived  through  Store- 
keeper's Department,  1858. 


1858 

January.    2  Setts  Cushions,  . 
"         -J  doz.  Brooms,  . 

1  Gall.  Oil,  . 
"  6  Qr.  Paper, 

"         1  Doz.  Lead  Pencils, 

February.  4^  Bbl.  Camphene, 
1  Gall.  Oil,  . 
"      100  Envelopes,  . 


.  85  00 
1  00 
8T 
50 
33 


12  84 
78 

20 


8T  70 


13  82 


March.       6  Towels, 
4  lb.  Soap, 
1  Gall.  Oil,  . 

April.     100  lbs.  Vv^hite  Lead, 
68f  lbs.  Lamp  Black, 
30  lbs.  Chrome  Green, 
"  4  lbs.  Vermillion, 

"         10  lbs.  Prussian  Blue, 


1  20 
16 

68 


.   8  25 


[  16  39 


2  04 
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April.       4  lbs.  Copper  Nails,   .       .       .     Si  60 

"  5  lbs.  Cotton  Batts,        .       .      ^ .  50 

14  lbs.  Hard  Soap,       ...  56 

"  1  Scrub  Brush,       ....  21 

"  Paper  and  Envelopes,      .       .  30 


May.         8  yards  Bro.  Muslin,      ...  64 

"         50  Envelopes,      ....  10 

1  Bottle  Ink,         ....  25 

1  Gall.  Oil,        ....  87 

"  1  Gross  Matches,    .       .       .       .  tO 


June.  20  yards  Bro.  Muslin,  .  .  .  1  60 
"  doz.  Brooms,  .  .  .  .  1  00 
"         50  Envelopes,  13 


July.    500  Reports,   14  00 

"       4J  lbs.  Sponges,        .       .       .  .    4  05 

1  box  Pens,         .       .       .       .  1  00 

1  bottle  Ink,  31 

"       50  Envelopes        ....  12 

"           Lock  and  Box  Boards,  .       .  .   2  57 

1  Wash  Basin,     ....  25 

1  W.  W.  Brush,       .       .       .  .   1  00 

10  lbs.  Soap,         ....  40 

"         3  yards  check,          .       .        .  .  30 


$27  81 


2  56 


2  73 


24  00 


V 
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August.  100  Envelopes,  . 
"       12  yards  Check,  . 
6  Oil  Suits,  . 
3  Tin  Tumblers, 
"  Jobbing, 
"         1  ream  Paper,  . 
"         1  New  Boat  for  Ferry, 
"  Oars  for  do., 


Sept.  3  Globe  Lanterns, 

"  1  gal].  Oil, 

"  1  sett  Cushions,  . 

"  36  yards  Checl^, 

"  1    do.  Flannel,  . 

"  100  Envelopes,  . 

"  1  Brass  Faucet,    .  • 

"  Eye  and  Bolt, 

"  1  Tiller  Handle,  . 

"  Ice  for  the  Season, 


October.    6  Bbls.  Cement,  . 
12  Oil  Suits,  . 
**         5  galls.  Turpentine, 
"         i  Bbl.Camphene, 
"         2  galls.  Oil,  . 
"         1  gross  Matches, 

;    "  10  lbs.  Soap, 


$0  20 

1  20 
9  12 

38 
20 

2  50 
150  00 

10  53 
  $174  1 

5  G3 
78 
9  00 

3  60 
10 
25 
88 
38 
50 
38 

 21  00 

7  14 
18  50 
3  75 
12  50 
1  56 
70 
40 


4 
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"         1  Iron  Frame  for  Stove,  .       .  1  00 

"         1  pair  Scissors,     ....  25 

October.    1  lb.  Twine,     .       .       .       .  80  20 

Rudder,  Box  Boards  and  Joist,  4  72 


850  72 


Nov.         3  doz.  Lamp  Wicks,     ...  36 

i  gall.  Oil,       ....  78 

Difference  on  Camphene  Ret'd,  .  4  28 

1  Memorandum  Book,      .       .  20 

100  Envelopes,        ....  25 

1  Xew  Ferry  Boat,  ...  160  00 

100  Hemlock  Boards,      .       .       .  10  00 

25  Joist   2  50 


178  37 


Dec.         2  galls.  Oil,         .       .       .       .  1  34 
2  bottles  Ink,   ....  69 

i  doz.  Brooms,  .  .  .  .  1  00 
"  1  box  Pens,  ....  25 
"  '      50  Envelopes,        ....  12 

50  lbs.  White  Lead,    ...  3  92 

Jobbing  &c.,     .       .       .       .  19  48 

 26  SO 

Total,         .       .       .       .      $531  68 
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(Er. 

April.  By  one  large  boat  handed  over  to 
J.  Fitch,  Esq.,  Warden  Peni- 
tentiary, by  order  of  Gov. 
Townsend,    ....  8120  00 

August.  By  sundry  articles  handed 
over  to  Small  Pox  Boat 
whilst  in  our  charge, 
viz. : 

2  Oars,  .  .  .  1  GO 
0  Oil  Cloth  Suits,  .  9  12 
Sponge  and  B.  Hook,  .    1  25      11  97    131  07 


Total,         .       .       .       8399  71 


OFFICERS'  .SAr.ARIEN. 


Charles  Graham,  Ferry  Master,         .       .  $650  00 

Patrick  Jamison,        "...  650  00 

Michael  Graham,  Cox  wain,       .       .       .  450  00 

Joseph  A.  Smith,       "...  450  00 

John  H.  Brown,       "      ....  450  00 


Total  Expenses,       .       .       .       82,599  71 
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IxvE^'TORY  OF  Articles  Attached  to  the  Ferry 
Departmext,  January  1st,  1859. 

1  New  Boat,   8150  00 


Sundry  Oars  for  do.,   10  53 

1  New  Boat,   160  00 

1  Small  Boat   50  00 

2  Old  Ferry  Boats,   25  00 

1  Large  Padlock  for  locking  boat  and  1  small  do.  2  00 

1  Chain  for  locking  boats, '   10  00 

1  Large  Oil  Lamp  and  Frame,  ....  1  25 

2  Awnings  and  Frames,         .....  4  88 

1  Stone  ^Yater  Jar,   1  50 

1  Brass  Faucet,   31 

12  Oil  Suits  and  12  Sou'- Westers,       ...  18  50 

1  Carpet  on  Coxwains'  Bedroom,    .       .       .       .  11  75 

1  Washstand  75c. ;  1  Washbasin  and  Pitcher  50c.,  1  25 

3  Globe  Lanterns  5  63  ;  1  Water  Pail  25c.,  .       .  5  88 

1  Stove  in  Office,   9  38 

1      "     "  Sitting  Room,   6  00 

1      "       Boatman's  "   6  00 

1  Desk      Office,   3  00 

4  Chairs        "   4  00 

24  Stools  "  Sitting  Room  and  Office,       ...  6  00 

1  Oil  Can,  50c. ;  2  Lamp  Feeders,  25c.,     .       .  75 

2  pair  Scissors,  25c.;  1  Clock  in  Office,         .       .  6  25 
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1  Looking  Glass  in  Office,         ....  1  00 

3  Hair  Mattresses  in  Bedroom,       .       .       .       .  18  00 

3  Feather  Pillows,                   ....  3  00 

3  Comfortables                           ....  3  00 

6  pair  Woollen  Blankets  fur  do.,       ...  12  90 

3  Iron  Bedsteads,   18  75 

6  pair  Cotton  Sheets,   3  00 

6  Pillow  Cases,   1  12 

1  Dust  Pan,  25c.  ;  1  Spy  Glass,  $15,  ...  15  25 

1  Large  Lantern  at  61st  st.  Dock,  ....  3  50 

6  Camphene  Lamps,         .       .       .       .       .  11  37 

1  Bottle  Ink,   50 

1  Iron  Frame  for  Stove,    .....  1  00 
Blank  Reports,   10  50 

2  Tin  Tumblers,   25 

1  Axe,  81 ;  50  lbs.  White  Lead,           ...  4  92 

1  Set  Cushions,  9  00 

2  "       "        Covers,   3  GO 

Hemlock  Boards  and  Joist,    ....  12  50 

4  Corn  Brooms,    .......  60 

2  papers  Copper  Tacks,   112 

Ink  Stand  and  Writing  Paper,    ....  50 

1  Blank  Time  Book,   75 

6  sheets  Zinc,  30  lbs.  Sc.,   2  40 

2  Small  Tin  Lamps,   25 

J  Bbl.  Camphene,   6  25 

1  Hand  Saw,  50c. ;  2  Oil  Cans,  60c.,         .       .  110 

1  Bell  and  Fixtures,   8  00 

3  Chintz  Curtains  in  Bedroom,  ....  2  00 

9 
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1  Coil  Mannilla  Rope,   4  25 

68  lbs.  Lamp  Black,  4^0.,   3  06 

4  galls.  Turpentine,  75c.,   3  00 

1  piece  Copper,   1  50 

9  lbs.  Prussian  Blue,  60c.,   5  40 

22  lbs.  Chronae  Green,  20c.,        ....  4  40 


8671  97 

15  Old  Oars,  6  00 

5  Boat  Hooks,   1  88 

2  Sets  Old  Cushions  and  Covers,    ....         5  00 


Total,  8684  85 

1  Old  Small  Pox  Boat,  past  use. 


1  Small  Row  Boat,  received  from  Henry  Zeh,  Gar- 
dener of  the  Alms  House,  by  Order  of  Governor 
Wm.  T.  Pinkney. 


LUI^ATIC  ASYLUM. 


i0bun,ar$  of  tin  Jilms  fuus^,  1858. 

WASHINGTON  SMITH,  President. 

ANTHONY  DUGRO,  Secretary. 
^CORNELIUS  Y.  ANDERSON. 

P.  G.  MOLONEY. 

BENJAMIN  F.  PINCKNEY. 

WILLIAM  T.  PINKNEY. 

C.  GODFREY  GUNTHER. 
flSAAC  TOWNSEND. 

ISAAC  J.  OLIVER. 

P.  McELROY. 
^C.  BRUENINGHAUSEN. 

M.  H.  RANNEY,  M.  D.,  Resident  Physician. 
R.  L.  PARSONS,  M.  D.,  Senior AssisH  Physician. 
W.  V.  WHITE,  M.  D.,  Assistant  Physician. 
ZETUS  SEARLE,  Chaplain. 
MARY  GOODWIN,  Matron. 


*  Term  of  office  expires  this  year — deceased, 
t  Term  of  office  expires  this  year — reelected, 
X  Appointed  to  fill  vacancy — also  elected  for  5  years  term. 


KEPORT. 


To  the  Ronorahle  the  BoAED  OF  GOVEKNOES 
of  the  Alriid  House: 

Gentlemen, — My  twelfth  annual  Eeport  is  respect- 
fully submitted.  The  general  condition  of  the  house  dur- 
ing the  past  year  has  been,  under  the  circumstances,  satis- 
factory, and  the  progress  made  encourages  the  hope  of 
continued  advancement.  Some  marked  improvement  year 
by  year  in  general  plans  and  results  is  all  that  can  be  rea- 
sonably expected  in  an  institution  devoted  to  the  care  of 
the  insane.  Insanity,  unlike  a  geometrical  problem  which 
once  mastered  is  fully  known,  presents  in  each  patient  a 
psychological  study  from  which  only  by  long  and  careful 
attention  to  particulars  can  any  general  principles  be 
drawn.  Much  is  yet  to  be  learned  by  experience,  and 
much  must  ever  lie  hidden  from  human  knowledge.  M. 
Guislain,  a  most  able  writer  and  accomplished  alienist,  re- 
marks, "Ten  years  of  my  life  have  been  spent  in  interro- 
gating tlie  living  man  and  the  dead  body ;  ten  more  have 
been  given  up  to  reflection  upon  what  I  saw ;  during  the 
latter  years  only  have  I  learned  how  to  cure  the  insane." 
Under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  insanity  is  a  ter- 
rible disease ;  its  darkness  is  but  the  more  appreciable  in 
the  light  of  modern  science.    Do  all  we  can,  and  much 
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may  be  done  toward  its  alleviation  and  cure,  yet  it  liolds  a 
prominent  place  among  the  most  serious  evils  in  life.  The 
severing  of  all  social  ties,  the  attendant  dangers,  and  above 
all  the  great  uncertainty  as  to  the  final  result,  produces  in 
every  case,  in  the  immediate  circle  of  friends,  a  gloom  of 
the  most  depressing  character. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  past  year  there  were  527 
patients  in  the  Asylum,  During  the  year  355  were  ad- 
mitted, 235  were  discharged,  and  92  died.  The  whole 
nurnber  of  patients  within  the  year  was  982,  of  whom  the 
monthly  average  number  was  660.  The  greatest  number 
reported  at  the  end  of  any  week  was  681,  the  smallest 
number  625.  Of  those  admitted,  314  were  received  di- 
rectly from  the  city  and  49  from  other  institutions.  Of 
the  discharged,  193  returned  to  their  homes  and  42  were 
transferred  to  the  Alms  House.  No  epidemic  has  occurred 
among  the  patients  of  this  institution  since  the  prevalence 
of  the  cholera  in  1854.  The  causes  of  death  have  been 
confined  mostly  to  chronic  or  acute  diseases  which  existed 
previous  to  admission.  Of  the  admitted,  46  per  cent,  re- 
covered from  mental  derangement.  For  the  details  as  to 
condition,  results,  &;c.,  reference  is  made  to  the  tables  of 
statistics. 

Several  important  improvements  have  been  made  during 
the  year.  Hot  and  cold  water  in  abundance  is  now  sup- 
plied to  the  lodge.    Previously  the  supply  of  cold  was  in- 
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sufficient;  and  all  of  tlie  liQt  water  was  brought  in  pails  from 
the  Cook  House.  By  means  of  a  steam  pump  the  water  is 
forced  either  from  the  well  or  from  the  Croton  pipes  into 
the  tanks  of  the  attic,  and  hot  water  is  drawn  directly  from 
the  large  pipes  for  heating.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of 
the  necessity  for  a  large  supply  of  warm  water  when  the 
fact  is  taken  into  consideration  that  there  is  an  average 
number  of  175  patients  in  this  building  of  the  most  violent 
character,  and  many  of  filthy  habits,  requiring  a  bath  sev- 
eral times  a  day.  To  the  comfort  and  cleanliness  of  this 
class,  an  abundant  supply  of  water  is  indispensable.  ' 

A  summer  house  has  been  erected  east  of  the  main 
building  of  an  octagonal  form,  and  of  a  size  sufficient  to 
afford  a  pleasant  resort  to  many  patients  of  the  better  class. 
For  a  number  of  weeks  several  patients  were  constantly 
employed  in  this  building,  and  as  almost  the  entire  labor 
of  its  erection  was  performed  by  them,  it  is  the  more  highly 
valued.  The  only  expense  incurred  by  the  city  was  for 
the  material.  Its  architectural  proportions  correspond  with 
the  central  structure  of  the  Asylum,  and  as  a  whole  adds 
considerably  to  the  beauty  of  this  part  of  the  island. 

"West  of  the  Asylum  a  sea  Avail  some  twenty -five  rods  in 
length  has  been  laid  and  the  grounds  next  the  river  graded 
under  the  direction  of  Z\Ir.  Keen,  Superintendent  of  the 
"Work  House.  It  is  desirable  that  this  work  be  continued 
until  the  northern  portion  of  the  island  is  entirely  sur- 
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rounded  with  a  sea  wall.  AYere  this  completed,  only  a  few 
years  would  be  required  to  fill  in  the  low  marsh  lands  and 
have  the  whole  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  This 
may  be  accomplished  by  island  labor,  and  without  any  ex- 
pense whatever  to  the  city.  Several  acres  of  reclaimed 
land  would  thus  be  added  to  our  vegetable  gardens,  and 
the  beauty  of  the  grounds  greatly  enhanced.  Its  occupancy 
as  a  garden  would  not  only  afford  a  healthy  employment 
to  a  large  number  of  patients,  but  prove  a  direct  source  of 
income.  Cultivated  in  the  best  manner,  it  would  give  the 
benefits  of  an  ordinary  farm.  Plenty  of  fertilizing  mate- 
rial with  the  present  arrangements  can  be  saved  from 
about  the  buildings  so  as  to  enrich  the  grounds  to  the  high- 
est state  of  productiveness,  and  without  doubt  a  sufficiency 
of  vegetables  could  be  raised  to  furnish  the  institution  for 
the  whole  year.  This  conclusion  is  based  upon  the  amount 
heretofore  raised,  and  especially  that  of  the  past  season. 
The  supply  of  vegetables  was  abundant  for  the  whole 
house  during  the  Fall,  and  of  these  there  are  now  probably 
on  hand  one  thousand  bushels,  such  as  carrots,  beets,  pars- 
nips, &c.,  besides  several  thousand  heads  of  cabbages. 

In-doors  a  large  number  of  patients  have  been  kept  sew- 
ing and  knitting.  From  material  furnished  were  made 
the  socks  and  stockings,  in  fact  nearly  all  of  the  clothing- 
excepting  shoes,  worn  by  the  inmates. 

A  suggestion  made  in  my  last  report  has  been  success- 
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fully  commenced.  Articles,  such  as  embroidery,  pencil 
drawings,  fancy  work,  &:c.,  exhibiting  some  ingenuity  and 
skill  on  the  part  of  the  worker,  have  "been  exposed  for 
sale  and  purchased  by  visitors  of  the  institution.  It  was 
understood  that  the  amount  thus  received  should  be  ex- 
pended in  purchases  conducive  to  the  happiness  of  all,  and 
in  such  things  as  could  not  be  properly  obtained  by  the 
city  fimds.  This  was  commenced  in  July,  and  the  amount 
realized  therefrom  is  $93  56. 

The  following  purchases  have  been  made  on  the  credit 
of  this  fund : 

Melodeon   S-io 

Camera  and  instrument  for  photographing  50 
Stereoscope  and  views   6 

101 

It  is  hoped  that  in  the  coming  year  a  turning-lathe  and 
several  other  articles  which  may  combine  profit  and  amuse- 
ment, will  be  secured  from  this  source.  Many  patients 
take  a  lively  interest  in  these  matters.  Those  employed 
in  making  articles  for  sale,  are  happy  in  contributing  some- 
thing for  the  general  good  and  the  joint  title  to  the  pur- 
chases, establishes  a  common  interest.  A  consciousness 
of  ownership  gives  to  each  hearer  of  the  melodeon  in 
church  service,  a  pleasure  which  the  music  alone  could  not 
impart.    A  few  photographs  only  have  been  taken,  but 
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judging  from  the  effect  of  these,  I  cannot  doubt  fhat  the 
use  of  this  apparatus  will  prove  to  many  highly  agreeable 
and  instructive.  On  Christmas,  the  patients  were  agreeably 
surprised  by  the  presentation  of  a  magic  lantern.  Besides 
the  amusements  enumerated  in  my  former  reports,  the 
male  patients  have  had  a  military  drill  one  hour  each  day. 
The  musicians  were  from  their  own  number,  the  drum  and 
fife  constituting  the  instruments  of  the  band.  Nearly  all 
not  employed  in  out-door  labor,  joined  in  these  exercises. 
They  were  formed  in  line,  went  through  various  marches 
and  counter-marches,  and  such  evolutions  as  their  officers 
were  capable  of  directing.  To  induce  the  demented  to 
take  sufficient  exercise  for  the  preservation  of  their  physi- 
cal health,  has  been  found  extremely  difficult.  While  out 
of  doors  they  are  disposed  to  lie  constantly  on  the  ground, 
and  the  ordinary  means  failed  of  inducing  them  to  walk. 
Martial  music  however,  accomplished  what  previous  in- 
ducements did  not,  arousing  them  for  the  time  from  this 
impassivity.  They  apparently  enjoyed  these  drills,  and 
exhibited  a  disposition  to  vie  with  each  other  in  the  regu- 
larity of  their  movements.  Many  kept  the  proper  step, 
showing  that  although  insensible  to  almost  everything  else, 
yet  music  could  arouse  some  dormant  energies.  A  decided 
improvement  in  their  general  physical  appearance  has  fol- 
lowed. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  all  apparatus  used  for  restraint 
was  removed  from  the  halls,  and  in  no  instance  was  any 
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thing  of  tlie  kind  applied  until  tlie  22nd  of  July,  when  it 
was  found  necessary  to  use  a  bed-strap  for  two  days,  to 
keep  a  poor  paralytic  in  bed.  Since  that  time  the  bed- 
strap  or  the  common  restraining-strap,  may  have  been  used 
on  half  a  dozen  occasions  a  few  hours.  This  lessening  of 
restraint,  has  certainly  had  a  favorable  influence  on  the 
patients.  There  have  been  fewer  accidents  than  usual, 
and  none  which  could  be  directly  attributed  to  this  omis- 
sion, those  occurring  having  been  among  patients  who  had 
previously  exhibited  no  disposition  calling  for  restraint. 
Extreme  cases  will  require  it,  but  I  find  these  to  be  rare. 
More  evils  are  likely  to  arise  from  a  too  free  use  of  straps, 
even  in  our  best  regulated  Asylums,  than  from  the  adop. 
tion  of  the  non-restraint  system.  A  greater  loss  of  cloth- 
ing followed  the  immediate  removal  of  straps,  but  the 
substitution  of  strong  quilted  coverlets  for  blankets,  and 
the  exercise  of  more  care  in  making  dresses  for  the  few 
who  destroyed  their  clothing,  remedied  this  evil. 

IMPROVEMENTS  REaUIRED. 

The  great  requirement  for  the  present  year  is  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  bailding,  so  as  to  extend  the  accommodations 
of  the  insane.  With  the  reasons  rendering  this  necessary 
you  are  perfectly  acquainted,  and  they  are  presented  only 
that  the  public  may  understand  why  the  City  is  taxed  for 
this  purpose.  The  last  extension  of  the  building  was 
made  ten  years  since,  and  as  completed  was  designed  to 
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accommodate  450  persons.  In  1848  there  was  tliis  num- 
ber ;  to  (lay  there  are  655  patients.  To  show  the  prospec- 
tive wants  from  the  past,  the  following  facts  are  presented  : 

In  1826  the  number  in  the  Asylum  was   89 

1836   "       "                    "        "    143 

"  1846   "       "         "          "        "    383 

"  1856  "       "        "          "        "    597 

Carrying  out  this  ratio  to  1866,  accommodations  will 
be  required  for  nearly  1000  patients. 

The  number  of  insane  in  New  York  City,  however,  is 
much  greater  than  appears  from  the  reports  of  this  hospi- 
tal. No  accurate  census  has  been  taken  of  the  insane  in 
the  City  or  State.  In  accordance  with  a  resolve  of  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  in  1854,  a  careful  examina- 
tion was  made  in  every  town  of  that  state  as  to  the  num- 
ber, condition  and  classification  of  the  insane.  This 
report  may  serve  as  a  basis  for  inferring  probable  conclu- 
sions as  to  the  number  of  our  own  insane.  The  popula- 
tion of  Massachusetts  Vas  1,124,676,  of  whom  230,000 
were  of  foreign  birth.  There  were  2632  lunatics,  (2007 
native,  625  foreign)  consequently  one  lunatic  to  every 
427  persons.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  proportion  is  greater 
amono'  foreiofners  than  natives,  in  the  former  the  ratio  of 
insane  being  as  1  to  368.  In  the  county  of  Suffolk,  which 
includes  Boston  and  Chelsea,  the  population  was  199,399 
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and  the  number  of  luDatics  454,  (206  native,  248  foreign) 
giving  one  lunatic  to  every  439  persons. 

In  1850,  there  were  in  this  City  501,782,  of  whom 
240,989  were  of  foreign  birth,  a  little  less  than  one  half  of 
the  whole  number.  The  present  probable  population  is 
nearly  800,000.  Assuming  this  to  be  the  true  number, 
and  allowing  the  ratio  of  insanity  to  be  equal  to  that  of 
Massachusetts,  there  would  be  about  2000  insane  persons 
in  New  York  City.  The  nativities  of  patients  now  in  the 
Asylum,  show  conclusively  that  there  is  a  large  number 
of  insane  kept  at  home,  for  although  the  native  population 
of  the  City,  at  least  equals  that  of  the  foreign  born,  yet 
nearly  |-  of  our  patients  are  from  the  latter  class  (121  na- 
tive, 534  foreign).  Between  the  two  classes  no  such  dis- 
proportion in  their  liability  to  become  insane  can  be 
believed  to  exist,  although  from  various  causes  insanity 
is  somewhat  more  common  among  foreigners.  In  Massa- 
chusetts, among  the  native  population  there  was  1  in  445, 
while  as  before  stated,  among  foreigners  there  was  1  in 
368.  Our  table  of  statistics  for  the  past  year,  shows  con- 
clusively that  there  are  one  third  more  patients  in  the 
Asylum  than  can  be  properly  accommodated,  and  from 
the  probable  number  of  insane  in  the  City,  as  well  as 
from  the  growing  population,  that  the  number  in  this  In- 
stitution must  necessarily  increase  from  year  to  year. 

The  effects  of  such  a  crowded  house  upon  the  sane 
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even,  would  be  a  serious  evil ;  but  upon  the  insane  the  ill 
effects  are  increased  ten  fold.  In  addition  to  the  discom- 
forts of  the  sane,  it  destroys  all  efforts  at  clossification, 
bringing  in  close  proximity  the  violent,  the  filthy,  the 
stupid,  the  sensitive,  each  •  mutually  irritating  the  other. 
From  a  want  of  proper  classification,  the  danger  of  homi- 
cidal and  suicidal  acts  is  greatly  increased,  while  it  lessens 
the  happiness  which  might  otherwise  exist  even  in  a  luna- 
tic asylum,  and  greatly  diminishes  the  prospect  of  re- 
covery. 

Society  is  morally  bound  to  protect  and  afford  every 
means  of  recovery  to  the  insane,  since  they  are  deprived 
of  liberty,  and  entirely  dependent.  Again,  there  is  no 
other  method  of  diminishing  the  pauper  insane,  except 
by  increasing  the  facilities  of  cure.  In  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view,  it  is  far  better  to  expend  freely  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  disease  and  cure  the  patient,  than  to  be 
obliged  through  neglect  to  support  that  patient  for  many 
years.  Besides,  society  must  protect  itself  from  the  dan- 
gers of  having  the  incurable  at  large  in  the  community. 
Humanity  and  self-interest,  therefore  both  prompt  the 
erection  of  suitable  and  sufficient  accommodations  for  the 
insane. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  again  to  a  subject  referred 
to  in  my  previous  reports,  and  on  which  your  Honorable 
Board  have  taken  action,  but  which  has  failed  to  secure 
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from  the  Legislature  the  attention  it  demands.  I  refer  to 
the  fact  that  more  than  one-half  of  the  inmates  of  this 
Asylum,  have  no  legal  residence  in  New  York  City.  On 
this  point  there  is  no  necessity  for  enumerating  statistics, 
as  they  are  given  in  a  special  communication  made  on 
this  subject  in  1856.  I  will  at  this  time  make  a  reference 
merely  to  the  most  prominent  sources,  from  which  this 
class  of  patients  is  derived.  Great  numbers  of  immigrants 
are  scattered  throughout  the  state  on  farms,  public  works, 
&c.,  forming  a  kind  of  floating  population,  who  really 
gain  no  legal  residence  in  any  county.  If  one  become 
insane  where  there  is  no  county  Asylum,  he  is  allowed  to 
wander,  or  is  sometimes  sent  directly  to  this  City.  The 
Counties  of  Albany  and  Queens,  from  having  accommoda- 
tions for  the  insane,  experience  in  this  manner,  also  some 
of  the  inconveniences  to  which  this  City  is  subjected,  only 
to  a  less  degree. 

Another  great  source  of  non-residents,  is  a  direct  one 
from  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration.  The  Commis- 
sioners have  their  buildings  in  this  County,  and  for  that 
reason  send  to  this  Institution  all  of  their  violent  insane, 
whether  from  shipboard,  from  their  own  hospitals,  or 
such  as  are  returned  directly  to  them  from  other  counties 
in  the  state.  They  propose  to  pay  for  their  support  until 
the  patients  have  been  five  years  in  the  country,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time  this  class  is  left  a  burden  to  this 
City.    Those  not  violent  may  be  retained  at  Ward's  Is- 
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land,  for  the  time  above  specified,  and  then  they  are 
transferred  to  this  Asylum.  Hundreds  are  admitted 
yearly  from  these  sources.  Were  the  hospitals  of  the 
Commissioners  in  one  of  the  interior  or  western  counties 
of  the  state,  can  it  be  believed  that  such  county  would 
under  any  circumstances  support  all  the  paupers  thus 
turned  over  to  its  care ! 

Two  serious  disadvantages  result  therefrom,  one  that 
it  adds  much  to  the  taxes  of  the  city,  the  other  that  the 
citizens  are  deprived  in  a  great  measure  of  the  advantages 
of  an  asylum  for  the  insane  properly  belonging  to  them. 
They  are  unable  to  build  fast  enough  to  keep  pace  with 
this  ingress  of  non-residents.  So  long  as  the  asylum  is 
thus  crowded,  the  middle  classes  as  to  wealth,  will  not 
place  their  friends  here  although  highly  taxed  to  support 
the  Institution.  The  result  is  that  many  are  retained  at 
their  homes,  and  from  the  want  of  proper  facilities  for 
care  and  treatment  become  incurable.  If  the  accommoda- 
tions of  the  insane  are  to  be  extended  the  coming  season, 
there  is  the  greater  need  for  legislative  action  to  secure  to 
our  own  citizens  the  benefits  of  their  own  charities,  other- 
wise every  apartment  of  our  Institution  may  be  filled 
with  non-residents.  If  the  city  allow  non-residents  of 
other  counties  to  come  here  without  compensation,  other 
States  may  take  the  same  liberty,  and  foreign  countries 
follow  in  their  turn  until  its  best  interests  shall  seriously 
suffer  thereby.    God  forbid  that  any  should  be  rejected, 


but  tlie  State  in  justice  should  bear  its  share  of  the  bur- 
then. The  citizens  of  Xew  York  are  noted  for  their 
liberality  in  supporting  her  public  institutions,  but  be- 
nevolence should  be  based  on  reasonable  grounds,  and 
the  City  rights  maintained.  Charity  is  a  noble  virtue, 
but  among  its  objects  should  be  included  one's  own  hearth- 
stones. "We  are  willing  to  support  our  own  insane,  but 
it  is  unjust  that  the  Asylum  should  be  filled  with  the 
most  hopeless  and  troublesome  class,  from  all  the  surround- 
ing country. 

Under  the  present  law  certain  definite  things  are  re- 
C[uired  to  gain  citizenship,  and  until  these  are  complied 
with  if  any  aid  or  support  be  required,  equity  demands 
that  it  should  come  from  the  State.  No  one  questions  the 
benefits  of  immigration  to  our  country,  but  with  all  great 
movements  tending  to  public  prosperity  there  are  attend- 
ant evils.  These  should  also  be  equally  shared,  for  an 
injustice  done  to  a  particular  section  by  over-taxation, 
must  sooner  or  later  be  felt  throughout  the  whole  com- 
munity. If  allowed  to  continue  when  easily  percieved 
and  detected,  an  ill-feeling  must  follow  and  a  spirit  of  re- 
taliation be  aroused.  The  only  just  and  final  remedy 
that  occurs  to  me,  is  to  adopt  a  law  similar  to  that  of 
^Massachusetts.  In  that  are  recognised  two  classes  of 
pauper  lunatics,  the  town  and  the  state.  All  not  having 
a  residence  in  some  town  of  the  state  belong  to  the  last 
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named  class,  and  are  supported  by  the  Commonwealth. 
The  following  is  an  extract  from  their  statute. 

"(Whenever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear,  on  application 
in  writing  to  the  judge  of  the  municipal  court  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  that  any  person  is  insane,  not  being  furi- 
ously mad,  the  said  judge  is  hereby  authorized  to  order 
the  confinement  of  such  person  in  the  said  hospital :  pro- 
vided, that  upon  the  request  of  such  person,  the  question 
of  his  sanity  shall  be  tried  by  a  jury  in  said  court.)  Such 
sum  per  week  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  for  the  support 
of  every  such  person  confined  as  aforesaid,  as  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Boston  shall  direct;  and  if, 
in  any  case,  there  shall  be  no  parent,  kindred,  master, 
guardian,  town  or  city,  obliged  by  law  to  maintain  the 
person  so  confined,  and  if  he  have  no  means  of  support 
ing  himself,  the  same  sum  shall  he  paid  out  of  the  treasury 
of  the  comraonwealthj  for  his  support,  as  may  be  allowed 
for  other  lunatic  or  insane  state  paupers,  (and  any  person 
committed  as  aforesaid  by  said  judge,  may  at  any  time 
be  discharged,  when,  in  his  opinion,  such  discharge  would 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  person  so  confined,  or  when  in 
his  opinion,  such  person  would  be  comfortably  supported 
by  any  parent,  kindred,  friends,  master  or  guardian,  or  by 
any  town  or  city  in  which  such  person  may  have  a  legal 
settlement;)  and  the  said  judge,  jury  and  other  officers, 

and  all  witnesses,  shall  receive  the  same  fees  and  compen- 
10 
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sation  for  services  performed  and  for  attendance  and 
travel,  as  are  allowed  by  law  for  like  services  in  criminal 
proceedings,  to  be  taxed,  allowed  and  paid  in  the  same 
manner." 

Before  this  law  was  passed  the  citizens  of  Boston  were 
onerously  over-taxed.  The  city  that  had  previously  re- 
fused to  pay  a  small  unjust  tax,  would  not  tolerate  the 
entire  burden  of  foreign  pauperism.  In  consequence  the 
above  law  was  enacted,  thereby  equalizing  in  the  state 
the  oppressive  taxation  of  the  city.  Since  this  went  into 
effect,  at  the  Boston  Lunatic  Asylum,  the  iiumher  has 
been  diminished  inore  than  one-half.  Such  a  law  would 
in  reality  lessen  the  entire  state  tax,  and  is  necessary  for 
our  own  protection.  A  more  careful  and  thorough  sys- 
tem of  examining  non-resident  insane  paupers  would  be 
adopted  throughout  the  state,  and  if  it  were  determined 
that  a  lunatic  properly  belonged  to  some  other  state  or 
county,  it  would  become  the  interest  of  that  section  where- 
ever  it  might  be  to  have  the  party  returned  home.  With- 
out such  system,  five  years  hence  the  number  of  non-resi- 
dents in  the  surrounding  states  will  be  greatly  diminished, 
and  our's  in  the  same  ratio  increased. 

At  least  two  more  state  Asylums  should  be  erected,  so 
as  to  accommodate  different  parts  of  the  state  in  which 
the  state  pauper  lunatics  could  be  placed.  Each  county 
that  has  an  asylum  such  as  New  York,  Albany,  Queens, 
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&c.,  should  reserve  sufficient  room  for  the  accommodation 
of  its  own  citizens,  and  if  obliged  to  admit  non-residents, 
should  receive  compensation  therefore  from  the  state. 
Until  this  is  done  justice  demands  an  appropriation  from 
the  Legislature,  to  meet  the  present  violation  of  the 
City's  rights.  You  know  the  annual  expense  of  the 
Asylum,  and  nearly  the  proportion  of  non-residents,  from 
which  facts  may  readily  be  inferred  the  proper  annuity 
to  be  appropriated. 

Our  thanks  are  given  to  the  great  number  of  patrons 
of  the  Museum,  to  Major  Pinckney,  of  the  "Leader"  for 
exchange  papers,  to  Messrs.  B.  Pike  and  Sons,  for  the 
loan  of  slides  for  the  magic  lantern,  to  Mr.  Hatfield,  31 
Pine  Street,  for  kindly  furnishing  a  working  plan  for  our 
summer-house,  and  to  the  many  donors  of  newspapers, 
pictures,  &c.  I  would  also  acknowledge  a  valuable  pre- 
sent to  the  Museum,  from  Dr.  J.  P.  Foot,  of  Plattsburg, 
of  relics  from  the  old  battle  field  in  that  place.  Could 
even  a  small  part  of  the  happiness  thus  derived  by  the 
patients  be  reflected  upon  the  hearts  of  the  contributors, 
they  would  feel  that  benevolence  like  mercy  "is  twice 
blessed." 

The  officers  and  employees  have  discharged  their  duties 
satisfactorily,  and  among  them  few  changes  have  been 
made  within  the  year.  The  success  of  an  asylum  depends 
greatly  upon  their  character.    There  must  be  on  their 
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part  entire  fidelity  and  a  lively  interest  in  the  v/elfare  of 
the  Institution. 

The  Reverends  Zetus  Searle,  C.  E.  Phelps  and  Father 
Brady,  have  had  charge  of  the  religious  exercises  with 
the  exception  that  during  the  last  three  months  Eev.  B. 
F.  Taylor,  has  officiated  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Phelps. 
These  exercises  have  been  valuable  not  only  as  affording 
spiritual  consolation,  but  as  a  means  of  moral  treatment 
by  keeping  up  a  previously  established  healthy  habit. 

On  the  resignation  of  C.  W.  Packard,  M.D.,  Senior, 
Asssistant  Physician,  R.  L.  Parsons,  M.D.,  was  promoted 
to  that  office,  and  W.  Y.  White,  M.D.,  appointed  Assist- 
ant Physician  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  advance- 
ment of  Dr.  Parsons.  All  of  these  gentlemen  have  ably 
and  faithfully  performed  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices. 

Our  Committee,  Governors  Pinckney,  McElroy,  and 
Pinkney,  appointed  by  the  President  to  this  special  charge 
has  visited  the  Institution  every  week  with  great  punctu- 
ality. Their  book  of  records  v/ill  show  the  amount  of 
business  transacted.  Being  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  wants  of  the  Asylum,  and  acting  with  great  prompt- 
ness, many  improvements  have  been  made  which  could 
•  not  have  been  otherwise  effected.  The  less  frequent  the 
changes  in  this  department,  the  better  for  the  interests  of 
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the  Institution  as  considerable  time  is  required  to  become 
intimately  acquainted  witli  its  operation. 

In  closing  permit  me,  Gentlemen,  to  acknowledge  your 
generous  support  and  your  unvarying  kindness  to  me  dur- 
ing the  year. 

M.  H.  EANNEY, 

Resident  Physician. 

New  York  City  Lunatic  Asylum^ 
December  31,  1858. 
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ADMISSIONS,  DISCHARGES,  AKD  DEATHS,  1858. 


Number  of  Patients,  Jan.  1,  1858  242 

Admitted  during  the  year  |  125 

Whole  number  in  the  course  of 


Discharged  during  the  year  . . 


Died 


Kemaining  December  81,  1858  .i  260 


White 
Males. 

White 
Females. 

Black 
Males. 

O  < 

Total. 

242 

874 

9 

2 

627 

125 

216 

4 

10 

855 

367 

590 

18 

12 

982 

79 

151 

2 

8 

235 

28 

61 

2 

1 

92 

260 

878;  9 

8 

655 
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January  

February .  .  . 

March  

April  

May  

June  

July  

August  .... 
September . . 

October  

November . . 
December. . . 

Total. . . 
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NATIVITY  OF  THOSE  ADMITTED. 


NATIVES. 

FOREIGNERS. 

New  York . 

.  54 

Ireland 

.  155 

Pennsylvania 

7 

Germany 

71 

New  Jersey 

.  5 

England 

.  24 

Connecticut  . 

2 

France  . 

7 

Massachusetts 

.  2 

Scotland 

5 

Ohio 

1 

Prussia  . 

3 

Maine 

.  1 

Poland 

.  3 

Italy  . 

2 

Austria 

.  2 

West  Indies  . 

2 

Nova  Scotia 

.  2 

Norway  . 

1 

Swizerland  . 

.  1 

Hungary 

1 

Wales 

.  1 

Sweden 

1 

East  Indies 

.  1 

Canada  . 

1 

72 

283 
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CIVIL  CONDITION  OF  THOSE  ADMITTED. 

MALES.  FEMALES. 

Single"     ...       68  101 

Married        .       .           58  106 

Widows    ...       —  19 

AYidowers     .       .            3  — 

129  226 


PROFESSION  OF  RELIGION  OF  THOSE  ADMITTED. 

Catholics  .  ...  .  179 
Protestants  ....  162 
Jews  14 

355 


AGES  AT  THE  TIME  OF  ADMISSION. 


MALES. 

FEMALES. 

Under  20  j-ears 

.  6 

Under  20  years 

.  11 

From  20  to  30  years  . 

32 

From  20  to  30  years  . 

79 

.  60 

"    30  "  40 

.  74 

"    40  "  50  . 

16 

"    40  "  50    "  . 

39 

"    50  "  60  " 

.  10 

"     50     60  " 

.  13 

"    60  "  70  . 

3 

^'    60  "  70    "  . 

7 

u    70  u  go  u 

.  2 

u    70  "  80 

.  3 

Total  . 

129 

Total  . 

226 
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FOEMS  OF  INSANITY  OF  THOSE  DISCHAEGED. 


Eecov 
ered. 

Improved. 

TJnim 
proved. 

Total. 

Mania  .... 

65 

12 



2 

79 

"  Partial 

66 

27 

4 

97 

Eeciirrens 

15 

1 

0 

16 

13 

1 

0 

•  14 

"     a  Potu 

3 

0 

3 

Dementia  .... 

2 

13 

2 

17 

Senile  Dementia  . 

1 

1 

Paralysie  Generale  . 

2 

2 

Improper  Subjects 

6 

6 

Total 

164 

54 

17 

235 

TERM  OF  EESIDEXCE  OF  THOSE  DISCHAEGED. 


Eecov- 
ered. 

Improved. 

Unim- 
proved. 

Total. 

Less  than  3  months  . 

From  3  to   6  "  . 
"    6  "  12 
"    1  "    3  years 
"    3  "    6  " 
"    6  "  12    "  . 

54 
45 
39 
14 
6 
6 

10 

7 
5 
13 
13 
6 

13 
1 
1 
1 
0 
1 

77 
53 
45 
28 
19 
13 

Total 

164 

54 

17 

235 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS. 


Consumption  .          .          .          .          .  .30 

Epilepsy    ......  8 

Paralysie  Generale     .          .          .          .  .8 

Congestio  Cerebri  .....  6 

Senectus        .          .          .          .          .  .6 

Typhornania         .....  5 

Paralysis        .          .          .          .          .  .6 

Chronic  Diarrhea  .....  6 

Inflammation  of  the  Brain     .           .           .  .4 

Erysipelas  ......  3 

Diarrhea         *          .          .          .          .  .3 

Ascites      ......  2 

Submersion     .          .          .          .          .  .2 

Pneumonia           .....  2 

Hydrops         .          .          .          .          .  .  1 

Apoplexy  ......  1 

Peritonitis       .          .          .          .          .  .  1 

Total        ....  92 
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List  of  Officers,  Attendants,  and  Employees,  on 
THE  31sT  December,  1858,  with  the  amount  of 

THEIR  salaries  PER  ANNUM. 


M.  Harris  Ranney. . 
R.  L.  Parsons  

W.  Y.  ^Vbite  

Zetus  Searle  

Mary  Goodwin  

Michael  Cordial  

Stevens  Chandler  .  . 

James  Dodd  

Richard  Read  

Richard  Wilson  

John  Rohner   

Robert  Watsou  . . .  . 
Andrew  Mathews  .  . 
Patrick  Donohue.  . . 

Eugene  Subit  

J.  A.  Lasher  

Squire  Allen  

John  Stephen?  

Egbert  Gurner  

Margaret  Toohey. . . 
R.  Matilda  Pinkney 

Margaret  Ray  

Bridget  Gaffney . .  .  . 
Bridget  McDonnell. 

Anna  Dopp   

S.  C.  Lasher  

Louise  Neef  

Eleanor  Ray  

Judith  Geisser  

Alice  Curran  

Hannah  Doody  . . . . 

Louisa  Froh  

Emily  Ehrenberg  . . 
Mary  Welsh  


Resident  Physician.  .  , 
Senior  Assistant  Phy 

sician  

Assistant  Physician  . . 

Chaplain  

Matron  

Watchman  


Engineer  . 
Attendant. 


Gardener  

Carpenter  

Supervisor  at  Lodge. 
Attendant  


Attendant  at  Lodge. 


Superintendent  of  Sew- 
ing Room  


$1,500 
500 

' ' "goo 

400 
400 
400 
630 
296 
296 
272 
272 
272 
272 
272 
272 
272 
272 
647 
304 
250 
174 
174 
17-^ 
174 
174 
174 
174 
174 
144 
144 
144 
144 

125 


$216  in  lieu  of  board. 
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Pascbal  Germain .  . 
William  Gurnee. .  . 
Charles  Stephens. . 

Marcel  la  Hannan  . 

Mary  Coy  

C  atharine  Ruf . . . . 
Mary  Thompson.  . 

Magaret  Thompson 
Catharine  Carroll  . 

Eliza  Wilson  

Sarah  Brown  

Bridget  Jourdan. , 
Margaret  Lynch. . . 

Margaret  Fox  

Margaret  Kenny  . . 

Ann  Flood  

Mary  Johnson .... 
Bridget  Daly  


Cook  

Cartraan  

Employed  in  general 

work  

Employed  in  Kitchen. 


Employed  in  Wash 
house   


Employed  in  Laundry 
Chambermaid  


168 
168 

168 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72 
72| 


NURSERY  DEPARTMENT. 


Kandall's  Island, 
January  Ist^  1859. 

To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House  Department: 

Gentlemen  :  In  accordance  with  the  rules  of  your 
Honorable  Board,  I  herewith  present  the  Annual  statistics 
of  the  ISTursery  Department. 


MEN. 

WOMEN. 

BOYS. 

GIKLS. 

TOTAL" 

Eemaining  Dec.  31,  1857.. 
Admitted  during  1858.  . .  . 

104 
88 

106 
42 

837 
609 

360 
430 

1407 
1169 

192 

148 

1446 

790 

2596 

Discharged  daring  1858..  . 

Transferred  " 

Died 

103 
'  1 

52 

539 
4 
70 

407 
7 
73 

1101 
11 
144 

104 

52 

613 

48  7 

1256 

Eemaining  Dec.  31,  1858.. 

88 

96 

833 

803 

1320 

For  more  definite  information  I  would  refer  to  the  ac- 
companying tables.  That  marked  A  will  give  the  monthly 
admissions,  discharges,  and  deaths. 
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Those  marked  B  and  C  give  the  admissions,  and  dis- 
charges, denoting  the  age  and  sex. 

Table  D  gives  the  daily  and  monthly  cost  of  each  in- 
mate, for  Provisions,  Clothing,  Salaries  of  officers  and 
help,  and  miscellaneous  articles. 

Of  the  Children  discharged  there  has  been  taken 

For  Indenture   161 

"   Adoption   9i 

Eeturned  to  friends   702 

957 

The  transfers  were  those  that  from  imbecility  were  un- 
fitted for  indenture,  and  had  become  too  old  to  remain 
here,  were  transferred  to  the  Alms  House. 

For  an  account  of  the  deaths  I  would  refer  to  the 
Resident  Physician's  Report,  by  which  you  will  perceive 
that  about  five-sixths  have  been  under  five  years  of  age, 
there  having  been  but  six  deaths  from  the  three  depart- 
ments, outside  of  the  Hospital  where  children  over  that 
age  are  retained,  and  I  would  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  him  for  his  ready  cooperation  and  active  exer- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  this  department. 

The  School  Rooms  during  the  past  year  have  been 
greatly  improved  by  the  Ward  Officers,  they  have  now 
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four  good  sized  Class-Eooms,  with  sliding  doors  across  the 
large  rooms,  making  six  rooms  for  each  department; 
thereby  giving  Teachers  a  much  better  opportunity  to 
impart,  and  children  to  receive  instruction.  The  average 
attendance  at  the  School  during  the  year,  has  been  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-six  and  the  examinations  by  the  School 
Officers  have  been  very  satisfactory  to  them. 

The  enlarging  the  Class-rooms  has  decreased  the  size 
of  the  main  room,  which  we  are  obliged  to  use  for  Chapel 
Service ;  we  consequently  cannot  get  more  than  one  half 
of  the  children  in  at  one  time.  It  is  therefore  important 
that  a  suitable  building  be  erected  that  the  children  may 
all  be  got  together,  for  religious  and  other  exercises. 

There  has  been  received  daring  the  year 


From  the  Five  Points  Mission   5 

"  House  of  Industry   3 

"  "  Commissioners  of  Emigration.  ...  21 

"  "  House  of  Eefuge   6 

"  "  Home  for  Seamen's  Children   1 

"  "  Child's  Hospital   4 

"  "  Syracuse  Asylum   1 

"  "  Juvenile  Asylum   2 

43 


being  imbecile,  lame,  or  for  some  cause  unfit  to  be  ap- 
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prenticed,  and  will  probably  remain  a  cbarge  during  lite, 
and  tberefore  banded  over  to  tbe  city. 

Tbe  constant  increase  of  tbat  class  of  cbildren  requires 
tbe  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for  tbem,  that  they 
may  be  separated  from  the  main  body,  and  enable  us  to 
classify,  and  improve  those  that  are  too  imbecile  to  attend 
school.  The  large  number  of  children  in  the  city  of  New 
York  that  are  constantly  running  at  large  with  no  one  to 
look  after  their  moral,  or  intellectual  culture,  calls  loudly 
for  some  definite,  action,  that  they  may  be  rescued,  and 
brought  under  some  benign  influence,  and  fitted  for  the 
useful  walks  of  life.  The  evils  have  induced  many  philan- 
thropic individuals  to  organize  associations  for  their  care 
and  comfort,  and  any  efforts  made  for  the  care  and  instruc- 
tion of  children  have  always  found  support  from  the  citi- 
zens of  New  York;  and  while  the  various  private  associa- 
tions are  doing  a  great  amount  of  good,  it  belongs  to  the 
proper  authorities  of  the  city,  whose  special  duty  it  is,  to 
see  that  ample  provision  is  made  for  all  those  that  through 
destitution,  intemperance,  or  idle  habits  of  the  parents, 
are  exposed  to  the  vice  and  immorality  by  which  they  are 
generally  surrounded ;  for  the  expense  of  supporting  for 
a  few  years  the  children,  will  be  as  nothing  compared  to 
the  expense  of  supporting  in  prisons  when  grown,  if  tbey 
are  not  educated  and  taken  care  of  when  young. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  that  additional  accom mo- 
ll 
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dations  be  made  so  as  to  relieve  the  necessit}^  of  any 
additional  private  organizations,  which  are  constantly  ap- 
pealing to  the  benevolent  for  aid,  and  thereby  place  those 
that  have  no  competent  guardian,  and  are  depending  on 
the  bounty  of  the  citizens,  under  the  care  of  those  that 
are  responsible  to  the  electors  for  the  means  expended, 
and  the  manner  in  v/hich  their  duties  are  performed  ;  then 
by  a  systematic  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Police,  a  large 
number  of  those  that  are  now  taking  daily  lessons  in 
crime,  may  be  made  useful  citizens,  for  as  we  discharge 
our  duty  to  the  rising  generation,  so  will  they  be  enabled 
to  discharge  theirs,  to  those  that  come  after  them. 

The  following  articles  have  been  made  by  the  larger 
girls,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Robinson.  The  girls 
sewing  one  hour  previous,  an  hour  and  a  half  after 
school. 


Aprons   1320 

Eye  Towels   4300 

Hand  Towels   24 

Table  Cloths   60 

Pairs  Suspenders   78 


In  the  Tailor's  shop  we  have  thirty-five  boys  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Torrey,  who  work  three  hours  per  day, 
and  have  made  the  following  articles  : 
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Boys'  Jackets   1310 

"    Pants   1362 

Suspenders   558 

Mens'  Overalls   1 

"    Vests   14 

Coats   29 

Pants   39 


5313 

The  Matron,  Mrs.  Ley,  and  the  Assistant  Matrons  are 
entitled  to  commendation  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  performed  their  duties  in  their  respective  depart- 
ments. Also  Mr.  Ripley  for  his  watchful  care,  and  atten- 
tion .to  those  und^r  his  charge. 

There  has  been  laid  during  the  year,  four  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  square  feet  of  brick  walk,  to 
replace  the  worn-out  plank. 

Twent3^~three  thousand  square  feet  of  sea-wall,  from  the 
Hefuge  grounds  to  the  dock,  and  the  stone  foundation  of 
a  Boat-house,  SO  by  38  feet. 

The  products  of  th-e  farm  and  garden  are  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

Bushels  of  potatoes   ....  370 
parsnips       .       .       .  750 
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Bushels- of  carrots     ....  o7i> 
"         beets    ....  54a 
"         turnips     ,       ,       .       .  1050 
"         Lima  beans  .       ,       .  200 
"      "  string      ....  6& 
tomatoes      .       .       .  400 
"         6gg  plant .       ,       .       .  15 
"      '*  peppers        ,       .       .  12 
spinach    ....  450 
"  onions  .....  180 
"      "  parsley    .      ^      .  .46- 
"  cucumbers    ...  11 
"         peas        ....  40' 
"      '*  melons .       .       ,       .  40 
"  squash     ..       ..  45' 

corn  ....  128 
radishes  ....  25 
"  apples  ....  60 
"  "  pears  ....  35' 
"  "  cherries  ...  12^ 
*'  quince  ....  8 
"  strawberries .  .  5 

"      "  currants   ....  11 
gooseberries ...  4 
"  shallots    ....  175' 
Heads    "  cabbage       .       .      .  18,00(> 
"  cauliflower       .       .  100 

"  "  lettuce.  .  .  .  21,000 
"  celery       .       .       .  400O 


Heads  of  pumpkins 

"  leeks  

Bunches"  thyme  ,. 
"      "  sage  . 
"       "  sweet  marjoram 
Pounds  "  asparagus  . 
Bushels  "  oats 
'Tons     "  straw 
"  fresh  hay 

"  salt  . 


:S8^ 
9000 

200 

100 
50 
55 

844 
12 
.80 
45 


To  the  Board  of  Governors  I  would  return  my  thanks 
for  the  liberal  manner  they  have  ever  regarded  this  De- 
j)artment,  and  also  to  the  Committee,  Governors  Oliver, 
^unther,  and  B.  F.  Pinckney,  for  the  prompt  response  to 
^K.ery  call  made  upon  them. 

Kespectfnliy  submitted, 

THOMAS  B.  TAPPEK 


Warden. 
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[ToF.c.P.o.ie.j  TA.BLE  ID- 

Cost  of  each  Inmate  per  month  and  per  day,  for  Provisions,  Clothing,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  Salaries, 

&c.,  on  Randall's  Island,  during  the  year  1858. 


MONTHS. 

AVERAfiK 
POPULA- 
TION. 

PUOVISIONS. 

MONTHLY 
COST. 

DAILY  COST. 

CLOTHING 

AND 
BEDDING. 

MONTHLY 
COST. 

DAILY  COST. 

SALARIES. 

MONTHLY 
COST. 

DAILY  COST. 

MISCELLA- 
NEOUS 
ARTICLES. 

MONTHLY 
COST. 

DAILY  COST. 

TOTAL 
MONTHLY. 

TOTAL  DAILY. 

January  

1405,^ 

3567  92 

$  c. 
2  53 

m. 

C. 

m. 

•ft  c 
2055  01 

$ 
1 

c. 
46 

m. 

2  To 

C. 

4 

7-"- 

$  c. 
1352  64 

$  c. 
96 

m. 

2  A 

C. 

3 

m. 
1 

$  C. 

1409  04 

$  C. 

1  00 

m. 

2  A 

C. 

3 

m. 

2  A 

$  C. 

5  96 

m. 

Q 

$  c. 
0  19 

in. 
2  *- 

February  . .  .  . 

1412? 

3544  76 

2  50 

()  J_ 

8 

2307  26 

1 

63 

3-7- 

3 

2  A 

1336  40 

94 

5  A 

3 

"  1  0 

1102  95 

78 

OA 

2 

5  86 

9  A 

0  18 

9  A 

Marcli  

1400 

3740  97 

2  47 

9--- 

q  f> 

1358  72 

97 

3 

OA 

1355  11 

96 

8 

3 

1 A 

2391 

1  70 

7-"- 

'   1  u 

5 

1  0 

5  35 

OA 

0  17 

2-'- 

April  

1351  , 

3112  46 

2  31 

7 

953  96 

70 

0/- 

2 

3-3_ 

1375  16 

1  01 

7  A 

3 

3  A 

3182  79 

2  35 

8  a 

6  38 

0  21 

2-'- 

M:.y  

13011 

3979  62 

3  05 

9 

8  A 

1684  40 

1 

29 

3  A 

4 

lA 

1445  41 

1  11 

Ot'» 

3 

5  A 

2000  36 

1  52 

8A 

4 

9  A 

6  99 

0  22 

5  A 

June  

1314J 

3092  91 

2  35 

2ri7 

7 

8  A 

2142  71 

1 

62 

9  A 

5 

4  A 

1382  09 

1  05 

6  A 

3 

5 

1662  87 

1  26 

4  A 

4 

2  A 

6  29 

7  A 

0  20 

9  A 

J"iy  

1353 

3653  20 

2  70 

8 

7 

1580  53 

1 

16 

8  A 

3 

1519  02 

1  12 

2  A 

3 

6A 

1667  53 

1  23 

2  A 

3 

9  A 

6  23 

8tV 

0  20 

lA 

August  

13661 

2628  38 

1  92 

6tV 

6 

416  25 

30 

-iA 

9  A 

1503  94 

1  10 

OA 

3 

5  A 

1671  57 

1  22 

2  A 

3 

8  A 

4  55 

2  A 

0  14 

6  A 

September.  .  . 

1354a 

4017  68 

2  94 

9 

8t'u 

661  27 

41 

•iA 

1 

3  A 

1458  86 

1  07 

7  a 

3 

5  A 

1583  73 

1  16 

lA 

3 

8A 

5  69 

9  A 

0  18 

3  A 

October  

1341| 

4402  96 

3  28 

10 

3209  12 

2 

46 

6vV 

9  A 

1573  23 

1  16 

4  A 

3 

7A 

1998  07 

1  48 

6A 

4 

7  a 

8  33 

6  A 

0  26 

8  A 

November .  .  . 

1353 

3591  97 

2  (:4 

8 

8  A 

2953  60 

2 

10 

9A 

7 

OA 

1543  78 

1  41 

1 

3 

4  A 

3111  58 

2  29 

fA 

7 

6  A 

8  27 

lA 

0  26 

6,^ 

December  .  .  . 

13432 

2917  55 

2  17 

Or\ 

7 

2524  59 

1 

87 

8  A 

6 

OA 

1550  71 

1  16 

lA 

3 

7  A 

4961  49 

3  69 

1 

11 

9 

8  73 

3  A 

0  28 

lA 

Total  

16297 

$42250  38 

$30  91 

r'o 

100 

7  A 

$21847  42 

$16 

03 

lA 

$50 

OA 

$17396  35 

$12  82 

4 

$41 

4A 

$26742  98 

$19  73 

4  A 

$63 

9A 

$78  68 

9  A 

$2  55 

Average  .  .  .  . 

1358 

3520  86 

2  57 

8  3r°5 

1820  61 

1 

33 

5  A 

4 

lA 

1449  69 

1  06 

8A 

3 

4A 

2145  24 

1  64 

4  A 

5 

3A 

6  56    7  A 

21 

2  A 
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NURSERY  HOSPITAL. 


To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House: 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  respectfully  submit  my  Tenth 
Annual  Keport  of  the  Nurserj^  Hospital : 

There  were  remaining  in  the  Hospital  December  31st, 
1857,  247  patients.  There  have  been  admitted  during 
the  year,  1646.  1489  have  been  discharged.  142  have 
died;  and  262  are  remaining.  The  whole  number  under 
treatment  during  the  year  is  1893. 

Two  deaths  have  occurred  on  the  island  outside  of  the 
Hospital,  which  are  not  included  in  the  above  summary; 
one  a  boy,  who  was  found  dead,  on  whom  an  inquest  was 
held;  the  other,  an  adult  inmate  of  the  Alms  House; 
making  the  whole  number  of  deaths  144. 

The  per  centage  of  mortality  is  7'5.  The  average 
weekly  census  is  285. 

Annexed  hereto  are  Tables  showing  the  ages  of  chil- 
dren who  have  died.    The  departments,  from  whence  they 
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have  been  received  :  their  term  of  residence  on  the  island, 
and  the  diseases  causing  death,  witli  a  Table  of  diseases 
of  those  treated  during  the  year. 

Table  marked  A,  shows  that  118  of  the  deaths  (83  per 
cent.)  were  of  children  of  5  years  of  age  and  under;  and 
86  (over  60  per  cent.)  were  of  3  years  of  age  and  under. 
Of  the  remaining  24,  who  were  over  5  years  of  age,  8 
were  idiots. 

Table  marked  B,  shows  that  80  of  the  deaths  were  of 
children  received  sick,  or  who  became  so  immediately  on 
their  arrival  in  quarantine,  from  whence  they  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Hospital.  That  from  the  three  principal 
departments  on  the  island  occupied  by  children  of  5  years 
of  age  and  upwards  (viz.),  Boys'  Nursery,  Girls'  Nursery, 
and  The  Small  Boys'  Nursery,  containing  an  average 
population  of  750  children,  only  5  deaths  have  occurred ; 
showing  a  mortality  of  less  than  one  per  cent,  on  the 
number  treated  from  those  departments. 

Table  marked  C,  shows  that  of  those  who  have  died  9 
were  on  the  island  over  one  year,  but  of  these  7  were  of 
children  suffering  in  the  Hospital  with  incurable  constitu- 
tional diseases,  and  one  an  idiot  in  the  Asylum;  showing 
that  only  one  death  has  occurred  among  the  children  out- 
side of  the  Hospital  who  have  been  resident  on  the  island 
over  one  year. 
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Table  marked  D  is  worth}'  of  notice,  on  account  of  the 
large  proportion  of  the  mortality  shown  to  have  been 
caused  by  constitutional  incurable  diseases,  as  the  various 
forms  of  Cachexia,  Tabes  Messenterica,  kc. 

It  is  worth}^  of  remark  that  the  number  received  in  the 
Hospital  hopelessly  diseased  and  incurable  from  the  city, 
and  various  charitable  institutions  of  the  city  and  else- 
where, is  largely  on  the  increase  from  year  to  year,  which 
serves  to  swell  our  bill  of  mortality  ;  a  fact  to  be  remem- 
bered when  comparison  is  instituted  of  this  with  such 
institutions  as  receive  only  healthy  children,  and  transfer 
to  this  department  those  that  become  diseased. 

During  the  past  year  children  have  been  received  for 
treatment  from  the  following  named  institutions,  viz. : 
Child's  Hospital  and  Nursery;  Home  for  the  Friendless ; 
Juvenile  Asylum ;  House  of  Industry ;  Half  Orphan 
Asylumi ;  Five  Points  Mission  ;  House  of  Kefuge,  and  the 
Syracuse  Asylum. 

Another  fact  worthy  of  mention  regarding  the  children 
of  the  Nursery  at  large  is,  that  of  the  yearly  discharges 
from  the  institution,  amounting  the  past  year  to  957,  the 
children  are  for  the  most  part  selected  ;  while  the  diseased, 
maimed,  deformed,  and  crippled,  remain  a  constant  charge 
to  the  department.  Tlie  proportion  of  children  of  this 
class  is,  consequently,  yearly  increasing.    I  recommend 
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that  provision  be  made  for  the  care  of  this  large  class  in  a 
building  separate  from  the  rest.  They  require  more 
attention  than  healthy  children,  and  are  liable  to  suffer 
among  the  many:  this  measure  would  relieve  the  Hospi- 
tal of  numbers  who  must  be  retained  to  receive  especial 
care  rather  than  medical  treatment. 

Preliminary  measures  have  been  adopted  towards  the 
erection  of  an  addition  to  the  North  Hospital ;  this  im- 
provement is  of  great  importance  to  our  success  in  caring 
for  the  sick,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  building  may  be 
urged  to  completion  at  an  early  day. 

The  health  of  the  children  at  large  is  good.  Every 
effort  is  made  to  secure  the  interests  of  this  department 
by  the  officers  in  charge.  Their  duties  are  arduous;  the 
demand  upon  them  is  constant  by  night  as  well  as  day. 

For  the  flattering  statement  which  it  is  ray  privilege  to 
present  of  the  results  of  the  last  years'  labors  I  am  largely 
indebted  to  the  devotion  and  skill  of  my  Assistants,  Doc- 
tors Crook,  Rives,  and  Woodcock.     They  are  worthy  of 
honorable  mention. 

Acknowledgment  is  also  due  the  Warden  for  his  per- 
sonal kindness,  his  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  the  children, 
and  his  hearty  co-operation  in  all  sanitary  measures. 
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To  the  Board  of  Governors,  and  especially  to  the 
members  composing  the  Committee  on  this  Island,  I 
desire  to  express  my  sense  of  obligation  for  their  uniform 
courtesy  and  prompt  attention  to  the  requirements  of  this 
department  during  the  gjast  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  N.  WHITTELSEY,  M.  R, 


Randall's  Island, 
January  \st^  1859. 


Resident  Physician. 
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TABLE  A. 

SHOWING  THE   AGES  OF  THOSE  CHILDREN   WHO  DIED  IN  1858. 


Between   1  and  2  years    26 

2   "   3    60 

8  "   4     "    18 

4    "    5    14 

"         5   "   6    5 

6  "    %     "    6 

7  "   8     "    3 

"         8    "   9     "    1 

9  "10     "    3 

10  "11     "   1 

11  "12    0 

Of  14  years  and  over   5 

Total  142 


TABLE  B. 

SHOWING   DfcPARTMENTS   FKOM  WHICH  THEY   WERE  RECEIVED. 

City  and  Quarantine   ,   80 

Infant  Nursery  ,   48 

Girls'       "    2 

Boys'       "    2 

Idiot  House   8 

Small  Boys'  Nursery   1 

BlackwelPs  Island   1 

Total  ,  142 
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TABLE  C. 

SHOWING  THE  TERM  OF  RESIDENCE  ON  THE  ISLAND. 


Loss  tliau  1  month   22 

Between  1  and  2  months   57 

2  "    3      "    21 

3  4      "    12 

4  5      "    G 

5  "    6    4 

"       6  months  and  1  year   11 

Over  1  year   9 

Total  142 
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Table  D. 

DISEASES  OF  THOSE  WHO  DIED. 


Ascites   1 

Cancniin  Oris   3 

Convulsions   4 

Cynancbe  Trach   2 

Cachexia  Scrofnlosa   12 

"        Syphilitica  . .  1 

"        Tuberculosa  .  8 

Dysenteria   4 

Epilepsy   8 

Bronchitis  Capillaris  ...  2 

Febris  Typhoidea   1 

Gangrenous  Inflamma- 
tion   5 

Meningitis   T 

Muco  Enteritis   4 

Morbus  Coxarius   2 


Purpura   

Peritonitis  Tuberculosa . 

Pneumonia  Dup  

"  Typhoidea.. 
"  cum  Pertussis  .  . 

Rubeola  Maligna  

"  cum  Phugeda^na 
"  "  Meningitis. 
*'  "  Bronchitis  . 
"  "  Diarrhoea  , .  (» 
"  "  Dysenteria.  4 
"  •*  Pneumonia  7 
"    Stomatitis..  1 

Stomatitis  Gangrenosa  .  o 

Tabes  ^resentei'ica   32 


Total 


142 
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TABLE 

OF  THE 

DISEASES  OF  THOSE  WHO  HAVE  BEEN  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR, 


Ascites   1 

Abscessiis  Scrof   8 

Femoral  .....  3 

Lumbar   2 

"        Coriieie   3 

Simplex   4 

Adenitis   4 

Bronchitis  Capillaris  ....  25 

Simplex   17 

Convulsions   10 

Cancrum  Oris    9 

Caries  Vertebra)   17 

Cynauche  Trachealis  ....  2 

Tonsillaris ....  4 

Cliolcra  Morbus   5 

Chorea   8 

Corneitis   43 

Cephalgia   11 

Conjunctivitis  Simplex  ..210 

"           Traumatic  13 

Cacliexia  Scrofulosa  ....  14 

Syi)hilitica   4 


Conjestio  Pulmonaris  ...  1 

"  Cerebri  

Cachexia  Tuberculosa  ...  19 

Debilitas   9 

Dysenteria   34 

Diarrhoea   39 

Eczema   11 

Erysipelas   10 

Emesis   1 

Erythema   1 

Epilepsy   30 

Entropion    2 

Enuresis   2 

Feb r is  Ephemera   20 

"     Simplex   10 

"     Typhoides   7 

"     Intermit   10 

"     Remit   5 

Fractura  Condylii   1 

Radii   3 

Ulnce               .  2 

"       Humeri   1 
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Fractura  Fomoris   3 

Ulnoe-et-Radii. .  2 

Furuncules   5 

Fistula  Laclirymalis   2 

Gastritis   2 

Gastralg-ia   3 

Giugimitis   1 

Gastric  deraug-cMuent  ...  5 

Hepatitis   1 

Herpes   7 

Heria   2 

Hypopion  . .    1 

Ilydratlius   1 

Impetigo   t 

injuria   15 

Iritis   5 

Inflainmation  Gangrenous  0 

Icterus   10 

Laryngitis   0 

Luxatio   1 

Lupus  Exedens   2 

Morbus  Coxa ri us   19 

Meningitis   10 

Muco  Enteritis   G 

Necrosis   1 

Onychia   7 

Oplitbaliuia  Scrofalosa  . .  *72 

Catarrhal.  . .  21 


Purulenta..  .105 
12 


Ophthalmia  Pustulosa.  . . 

n 

Tarsi 

Onlitlial  rnitis 

1 

Otitis   

o 

Otorrlicea  

25 

1 

Pneumonia  cum  Pertussis 

i 

"  Simplex  

50 

Duplex  

24 

"        Typhoidea  . . . 

2 

oo 

8 

7 

2 

b 

2 

Pleuro-peri  Pneumonia  . .  2 

Purpura   4 

Porigo   02 

Paronychia   1 

Ptosis   1 

Periostitis   ] 

Paraplegia   2 

Parotitis   7 

Rubeola  Maligna   10 

"     cum  Phageadoena  2 

"       "    I^.Ieningitis . .  1 

"   Bronchitis  . .  20 

"   Diarrhcea. .  .  38 
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Rubeola  cum  Byseiiteria .  9 

"    Pneumonia  7 

"   Stomatitis.  3 

Simplex   92 

"      Nigra   2 

Rheumatism   6 

Scarlatina   5 

"       Anginosa  ....  2 

Scabies   40 

Sclerotitis   5 

Stomatitis  Ulcera   30 

"        Gangrenosa.,  t 

Synovitis   6 


Staphaloma    8 

Tonsillitis   10 

Tuberculosis   1 

Tabes  Mesenterica   33 

Urticaria   4 

Ustio   2 

Ulcers  Cornese   8 

"     Simplex   7 

"     Varicosa   2 

Varicella   5 

Variolla,  sequelse  of  ... .  4 

Vaccinia   4 


STORE  DEPARTMEI^T, 


KANDALL'S  ISLAND. 


January  Ist^  1859. 


7o  the  GoVERXOES  of  the  Alms  House: 

Gentlemen  :  Herewith  I  respectfully  present  the  re- 
port of  the  Store  Department,  Eandall's  Island,  for  the 
year  1858,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  receipts  and 
distributions,  with  an  inventor}^  of  the  stock  on  hand. 
Merchandize  from  the  City  $55,548  08 


"   Blackwell's  Isd.,  34,843  25 
"    KandalFs  Island  4,305  42 
Stock  on  hand  January  1st,  1858  . .  8,892 


$103,588  75 


Distributed  as  per  monthly  returns  annexed, 
to  the 


Nurseries  

Nursery  Hospital  

Farm,  Randall's  Island 
City  Cemetery  


$51,407  40 
14,733  23 
24,594  16 
1,514  n 
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Store,  Blackwell's  Island          $    82  65 

Penitentiary   1,661  74 

City  Prison   17  50 

Work  House,  B.  L.   1,288  79 

Bellevue  Hospital    26  55 

Office....   1,322  89 

Alms  House .  . .  :   4  00 

Lunatic  Asylum   4  40 

Store,  Eandall's  Island   2'  95 

 $96,554  89 

Stock  on  hand  January  1st,  1859    $7,088  76 

EGBERT  G.  WALMSLEY, 

Storelceeper^ 

RandaWs  Island. 
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INVENTORY, 
STORE  DEPARTMENT  RANDALL'S  ISLAND. 


rTuilK  civil  1 

1859. 

4  bbls. 

Flour,  . 

.    $4  97 

$19  58 

11  " 

Salt  Pork, 

15  60 

171  60 

22  " 

Salt  Beef,  . 

.    10  60 

233  20 

4 

Vinegar,  . 

2  771 

10  32 

7  sacks  Salt, 

10  87 

4026  lbs. 

Rice, 

130  88 

830  " 

Indian  Meal, 

8  31 

289  " 

Coffee, 

37  78 

1010  " 

Crackers, 

5 

50  50 

185    "  ■ 

Cocoa, 

22 

40  70 

lOOi  " 

Tea, 

32  95 

5128  " 

Sugar, 

356  60 

825  " 

Butter,  . 

199  00 

265  " 

Pepper, 

22  04 

66  " 

Starcb,  . 

5  00 

19871 

Soap, 

4 

79  06 

Soi  " 

Tobacco, 

5  88 

1100  gals. 

Molasses, 

270  90 

■  209 

Lamp  Oil, 

125  83 
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78|-  gals.  Kerosene,  . 
2oi  Brandy, 

10    "     Wine,  Port  and  Madeira, 

401  Alcohol, 

m  "     Whiske}^,  . 
593  busbs.  Potatoes, 
1247i  yds.  Duck, 

70  Flannel,  .       .       .  . 

(36      "  Linsey, 
131|         Satinet,  .       .       .  . 

77  prs.  Blankets,  . 

6  lbs.  Thread,    .       .       .  , 

30    "     Cotton  Thread,  . 

54    "     Yarn,     .       .       .  . 

461  "  Thread, 
125  Bed  Spreads,  . 

98  "   Ticks,  . 

165  Bolster  Ticks, . 

202  "     Cases,  . 

19  Pillow 
418  Boys'  Shirts,  Flannel, 

219  "        "  Muslin, 

246  Jackets,  . 

191  "  Pants, 

78  Denim  Frocks,  Girls 

287  Summer    "         "     .  . 
276  Winter     "  .  . 


20 


95 


$87  10 
76  50 
26  32 
21  87 
29  11 

285  66 
199  99 

14  00 
9  14 
63  00 

136  80 
5  70 
12  75 
20  32 
58  17 

113  47 

272  70 
40  50 
52  50 
2  70 

156  75 
83  73 

409  00 

286  50 
36  46 

215  00 
276  00 
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380  Girls'  Kersey  Pelticoats     .       .  $140  00 

425         Canton  Flannel  Petticoats     .  159  22 

9  Women's  Kersey       .        per  doz  9  00 

21  Girls  Flannel  Chemises  ...  9  45 

284     "  Muslin         "...  49  53 

384  Children's  Aprons  ....  88  15 

91  Men's  Jackets    ....  147  61 

8  Men's  Vests   6  00 

181  Caps   36  20 

94  Girls  Hoods   43  65 

46  Pairs  Flannel  Drawers       .       .  23  37 

4/y  Gross  Boot  Webb      ...  18  10 

666  Pairs  Boy's  Shoes      ...  533  12 

761      "    Girl's     "     .       .       .       .  359  46 

46     "    Women's  ....  46  00 

30     "    Men's     "     .       .       .       .  45  00 

1  Doz.  Combs,  Fine      ...  2  00 

1     "     Dressing       ....  1  12 

"     Coarse      ....  50 

24    "     Wooden  Combs    ...  1  38 

13  Gross  Paper  Buttons  ...  3  25 

6     "    Bone       "         ...  1050 

6     "    White     "...  9  75 

20     "    Buttons       ....  22  21 

1  Woman's  Frock  ....  1  25 

40  Pair  Men's  Mitts    ....  5  00 

20     "       "    Shirts       ...  6  66 
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153 

Girls'  Capes 

$294  25 

455  yds.  Check  . 

. 

43  06 

60 

Night  Gowns 

15  06 

2 

doz.  Lanterns  . 

22^ 

3  75 

Ifl 

"  Dippers 

.       .  21 

4  13 

5 

Dish  Pans  .... 

.  4s. 

2  50 

4 

1  2 

doz.  Tin  Pails 

.  $9  00 

3  60 

3 

1  2 

"  Washbasins 

3  00 

4  50 

2 

Meat  Kettles  . 

..      .  12s. 

3  00 

8 
J  2 

doz.  Fire  Shovels 

14s. 

1  16 

1t2 

"  Washbasins 

3  00 

75 

1  1 
1  2 

"    Tin  Dippers  . 

.    2  25 

2  06 

"  Dishpans 

6  50 

11  38 

_9_ 

"  Messpans 

.    1  00 

75 

gross  Table  Spoons 

. 

.    2  04 

2 

"    Desert  " 

10  50 

doz.  Scrubbing  Brushes 

20s. 

8  75 

"  Stove 

.  18s. 

2  81 

1  1 

1  2 

Ll        TTTl    'i                 ^  It 

"  VVhitewash 

.     15  00 

13  75 

2 

((          <(  (( 

10  00 

1  67 

"    Wooden  Pails  . 

.     6  43 

_4_ 

"    Eazors  . 

.  4  50 

1  50 

u 

"    Hair  Brushes 

4  50 

6  00 

42 

Sash  Cord 

.  2s. 

10  50 

$7,-033  76 

EGBERT  G.  WALMSLEY, 

Storel'eeper^  R.  I. 
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PENITENTIARY. 


Office  of  the  Penitentiary, 

Blackwell's  Island,  Jan.  1,  1859. 

To  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Alms  House: 

Gentlemen, — Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit the  Annual  Report  of  the  Institution  under  my  charge 
for  the  year  1858,  accompanied  by  tables  exhibiting  the 
crimes,  length  of  commitments,  ages,  nativity,  as  well  as 
other  information  regarding  the  condition  of  the  convicts. 
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The  following  is  a  tabalar  statement  of  the  total  num- 
ber of  Male  and  Female  Court  and  Police  Prisoners,  re- 
ceived from  the  1st  of  January  to  tlie  31st  of  December, 
1858,  inclusive: 


RECEIVED. 


Male 

Male  i 

j  Female  ! 

Female 

1858. 

Court. 

Police.  1 

Court. 

Police. 

Total. 

w. 

B. 

w. 

B. 

w. 

B. 

^y. 

B. 

Jan. . . . 

125 

14 

21 

20 

3  j 

51 

234 

Feb.  .. 

77 

16 

23 

25 

2  I 

52 

196 

March . 

131 

18 

18 

20 

2  i 

41 

2 

233 

April.  . 

102 

9 

21 

31 

97 

1 

263 

May. . . 

117 

11 

19 

42 

67 

2 

258 

June  . . 

135 

17 

13 

30 

"2' 

18 

215 

Jul}^ . . 

142 

16 

9 

37 

4 

40 

249 

Aug. . . 

171 

14 

14 

51 

1 

62 

.... 

1  314 

Sept. . . 

122 

19 

10 

42 

5 

63 

1  263 

Oct. . . . 

141 

15 

12 

44 

3 

56 

3 

274 

Nov. . . 

107 

13 

10 

34 

34 

198 

Dec.  . . 

127 

13 

17 

28 

"4 

89 

275 

Total. 

1497 

174 

188 

3 

405 

28 

670 

10 

2972 
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The  following  is  a  tabular  statement  of  the  total  number 
of  Male  and  Female  Court  and  Police  Prisoners,  discliarged 
from  tlie  1st  of  January  to  the  31st  of  December,  1858,  in- 
clusive : 

DISCHAEGED. 


1858. 

Male 
Court. 

Male 
Police. 

Female 
Court. 

Female 
Police. 

jTOTAL. 

w. 

B. 

1 

i  w. 

B. 

1 

1  w. 

B. 

w. 

B. 

Jan  . . . 

Feb.  ; . 
March . 
April.  . 
May. . . 
June  . . 
July. . 
Aug. .  .| 
Sept. .  .1 
Oct. . .  J 
Nov. .  .1 
Dec.  . . 

Ill 
103 
159 
124 
148 
118 
116 
144 
97 
123 
113 
128 

16 
10 

5 
21 
21 
20 

7 
17 
12 

9 
10 
20 

i  26 
1  23 
;  34 
1  33 
!  38 
\  25 
1  29 
1  45 
I  24 
!  23 
!  36 
i  44 

9 
2 
4 
2 
4 
2 
1 

1  161 

138 
204 
180 
211 
159 
i  153 
!  207 
1  133 
1  161 
!  160 
198 

1 

3 
2 

1 

5 
1 
6 

1 

Total.! 

1484 

168 

380 

36 

7 

2075 

189 


The  following  is  a  tabular  statement  of  the  Male  and 
Female  Police  Prisoners,  transferred  to  the  AVork  House 
from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  31st  of  December,  1858,  in- 
clusive : 

TRANSFERKED. 


1858. 

Male  Police. 

1 

Female 

Police. 

Total. 

w. 

B. 

vr. 

B.  1 

21 

50 

1 

71 

February  ! 

23 

51 

i 

75 

18 

i 

41 

2 

62 

April  

21 

97 

1 

1  119 

May  

19 

67 

2  i 

88 

m 

18 

31 

Julv  ' 

1 

40 

50 

15 

63 

78 

10 

i 

63 

i 

75 

October  

12 

56 

3 

71 

:  10 

34 

44 

1  17 

89 

1 

106 

Total .  .  . 

1  188 

o 
O 

669 

10 

1  870 
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The  following  table  shows  how  many  and  what  class  of 
Prisoners  remained  here  on  the  31st  of  December,  1857, 
liow  many  have  been  received^  discharged,  and  trans- 
ferred during  the  year  1858,  and  how  many  were  remain- 
ing on  the  31st  of  December,  1858. 


1858. 

Male 
Court.  ' 

Male 
Police. 

Female 
:  Court. 

Female 
Pohce. 

DTAL. 

w. 

B.  ! 

w. 

B. 

;  w. 

B. 

w. 

B. 

i  ^ 

Rem'g  Dec 
31,  '57  . . 

Receiv'din 
'58  .  . 

538 

1 

j 

129 

19 

6 

743 

1497 

51^ 
174 

188 

3 

,  405 

28 

670 

10 

! 

Discharged 
and  trans- 
ferred . . . 

2035 
1484 

225 
168 

188 
188 

3 
3 

534 

1  380 

47 

36 

676 
676 

10 
10 

3718 
^2635 

Kem'g  Dec 
31,  '58  . . 

1  551 

i 
i 

57'i 

1 

154 

11 

i 

1 

773 
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Tlie  following  table  exhibits  the  JSTumber  of  Prisoners 
pardoned  or  discharged  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  and 
by  Habeas  Corpus : 


HOW   OR   BY  WHOM 
PARDONED. 


By  tlic  Governor  of  the  State 

of  New  York  

By  Habeas  Corpus  

Total  


Male 

Female 

Court. 

Court. 

< 

w. 

B. 

w. 

B. 

1 

15 

1 

2 

.  .  .  . 

18 

19 

1 

20 

34 

1 

3 

38 

t 
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'The  following  is  a  classification  table  of  the  Ages  of  the 
Male  and  Female  Court  Prisoners  received  from  the  1st  of 
January  to  the  31st  of  December,  1858,  inclusive : 


ACxES. 

1  Male  Court. 

Female  Court. 

14  years  of  a<>:e, 

3 

0 

From  15 

to  20"  " 

489 

49 

20 

25 

472 

98 

"  25 

30 

236 

94 

•  "  30 

35 

147 

f  r- 

I  !) 

35 

40 

122 

66 

"  40 

45 

76 

25 

"  45 

50 

58 

13 

50 

55 

29 

5 

55 

00 

23 

A 

~t 

"  60 

65 

11 

2 

G5 

70  " 

3 

i) 

"  70 

75 

1 

11 

'  85 

90 

1 

(I 

Total   

1671 

433 
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The  following  table  shows  the  Nativities  of  the  Male 
and  Female  Court  Prisoners  received  from  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary to  the  31st  of  December,  1858,  inclusive  : 


Nativities. 


N^a  rives  

Ii-eland  

England  

Scotland  

Germany  .... 

Canada  

brance   

Spain  

Poland  

Italy  

Wales   

^Vest  Indies . . 

Sweden  

Nova  Scotia .  . 
Switzerland  .  . 

Pmssia  

Batavia  

Hungary  .... 
Portugal  

Egypt  

Ilindostan  .  .  . 

Russia  

Isle  of  Malta. 

Mexico  

Newfoundland 


Male  Court.  iFemale  Court. 


676 

! 

624 

281 

85 

23 

18 

15 

180 

20 

16 

12 

23 

.... 

1 

1 

3 
8 

.... 

2 

.  . 

9 

2 

I) 

o 

2 

4 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

•  1 

2 

1671 

433 

18 
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The  following  table  shows  the  Crimes  committed  by  the 
Male  and  Female  Court  Prisoners  received  from  the  1st  of 
January  to  the  31st  of  December,  1858,  inclusive : 


COURT  PRISONERS. 

Male 

ILL  L. 

Female 

V^*.-'  U.i  I'. 

O     4.-4.  T 

"               and  Assault  and  Batter^' 

1  AOO 

o4 1 

1 

1 

1  8 
10 

O 

15 

3 

♦JO 

i\ 
u 

1  1  i 

4^4: 

OU 

Assault  with  a  dangerous  weapon  .  .  . 

with  intent  to  do  bodily  harm  .  . 

4 

14 

o 

H                          U                   Q.1  il 

o 
Z 

1  7 

1  i 

1 

i 

iiiueceiii  rjxpobure  oi  i  eibon  

lU 

1  o 

T^iiiiliP77lpinon  t 

2 

1 

Obtaining  Goods  under  False  Pretenses 

1 

Libel  

1 

13 

6 

1 

7 

8 

2 

1 

Burglary  in  tlie  1st  Degree  

1 

1 

1 
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CRIMES  OF  MALE  AND  FEMALE 
COURT  PRISONERS. 


Male  I  Female 
Court.  I  Court. 


Assault  &  Battery  &  Grand  Larceny 

Forgery  

Receiving  Stolen  Goods  

Attempt  to  Commit  Arson  4th  Degree 
Passing  Counterfeit  Coin 

Attempt  at  Rape  

Attempt  at  Illegal  A^oting 

Illegal  Voting  

Assault  with  Intent 
slaughter  .... 

Total 


to  Commit  Man-I 
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The  following  table  will  show  the  Terms  of  Commit- 
ments of  the  Male  and  Female  Court  Prisoners  received 
from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  81st  of  December,  1858,  in- 
clusive : 


TERM  OF  COMMITMENTS. 

80  days  

1  month  

60  days  

2  months  

2  months  and  9  days  

8  months  

4  months  

5  months  

6  months  

8  months  

9  months  

1  year  

2  years  

2  years  and  2  months  

2 

2       "  6 
2 
2 
2 

8 

10  years.. 
Till  cured 


10 
11 
7 


Male  Court. 
1 

166 
8 

864 
1 

844 
243 
4 

416 

4 

4 
68 
88 

1 

1 

8 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 


Female  Court, 


Total 


1671 
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Classification  Table,  showing  how  many  were  Educated 
and  Uneducated  of  the  Male  and  Female  Court  Prisoners 
received  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  31st  of  December^ 
1858,  inclusive: 


EDUCATION. 

Male  Court. 

Female  Court 

Read  and  write  well,  . 

806 

88 

"  imperfectly, 

778 

76 

well,    .       .       .  . 

15 

17 

^'  imperfectly, 

177 

47 

Uneducated, 

395 

255 

Total  

1671 

488 

1^ 


The  following  Table  shows  the  Number  of  Times  the 
Male  and  Female  Court  Prisoners  have  been  committed, 
that  have  been  received  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the 
31st  of  December,  1858,  inclusive : 


TIMES  COMMITTJiiD. 

Male  i^ouri. 

jjeniaie  v^ouri. 

1st  time      .       .       .  . 

1199 

378 

2d    ^'  . 

256 

30 

3d            .       .       .  . 

118 

12 

4th  "  . 

39 

3 

5th  "        .       .      .  . 

33 

4 

6th        .       .          -  . 

16 

1 

7th           .      .      .  . 

8- 

2 

8th  . 

3 

1 

9th  "        .      .      .  . 

1 

.... 

10th 

3 

12th  "        .       .       .  . 

1 

1671 

433 

The  following  Table  shows  the  Social  Kelations  of  the 
Male  and  Female  Court  Prisoners,  received  from  the  l&t 
of  January  to  the  31st  of  December,  1858,  inclusive : 


SOCIAL  RELATIONS. 

Male  Court. 

Female  Court. 

Married       ,       .       .  . 

539 

214 

Single  .... 

1126 

116 

Widows       .       .       .  , 

103 

Widowers 

*  '6 

Total  _ 

1671 

483 
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Classification  Table,  showing  the  Occupation  of  the 
Male  Court  Prisoners  received  from  the  1st  of  January  to 
the  31st  of  December,  1858,  inclusive: 


OCCUPATION. 


Artists  

Bricklayers  

Butchers  

Barbers  

Brush -makers  . . 

Bakers  

Blacksmiths. . .  . 
Book  Binders. . 
Brass  Moulders . 
Boiler-makers . . 
Boat-builders . . . 

Boatmen  

Button-maker  . . 
Brass  Finishers. 

Brewers  

Caulkers  

Confectioners . .  . 

Cartmen  

Clerks  

Coopers  

Chair-makers . . . 

Carpenters  

Cabinet-makers . 

Carvers  

Cooks  

Chandlers  

Carriage-makers 
Copper-smith. . . 
Daguerreotypist. 


NO. 


2 
9 
87 
25 
2 
89 
28 


2 
27 
1 
8 
3 
7 
1 
15 
15 
18 
5 
50 
6 
8 
41 
4 
2 
1 
1 


OCCUPATION. 


Druggists  

Dyers  , 

Engineers  

Editor  

Finishers  , 

Frame-maker . .  . 

Gas  Fitters  , 

Glass  Cutters . . . 

Gilders  , 

:Gardeners  

IGlaziers  , 

iG  old-beater  .  . . .  , 

illatters  , 

!  Harness-makers. , 

jHostler  , 

Ilemp-dresser. .  . , 

'Jewelers  , 

iLithographer.  .  . . 

Laborers  

jLather  

'Locksmiths  . .  .  .  , 
Mat- makers. .  . .  . 

Machinists  , 

Masons  

'Moulders  

jMiller  

jMarble  Cutters. . , 
Morocco  Dresser, 
musician  
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OCCUPATION. 


Organ  Builder  

Printers  

Plasterers  

Plumbers. .  

Painters  

Potter  

Polishers  

Pantomime  Actor. . 
Piano  Forte  Maker . 

Paper  Hanger  

Paper-maker  

PHot  

Riggers  

Pope-makers  

Sailors  

Shoemakers  

Ship  Joiner  

Stone  Cutters  

vSail-makers  

Silversmiths  

Stair-Rod  maker .  . . 


NO. 


1 
23 
5 
6 
84 
1 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
3 
41 
74 
1 
21 
7 
6 
1 


OCCUPATION, 


Segar- makers. .  . 

Spinner  

Saw-maker  

Stewards  

Tailors  

Tinsmiths  

Trunk-makers .  . 
Tobacconists  . .  . 

Teamsters  

Turners  

Tool-sharpener . 
Umbrella-maker 
Upholsterers. . . . 

Weavers  

Waiters  

Wheelwright.  . . 
Whitewasher. . . 
Watchmaker.  . . 

Total  . . 


NO. 


12 
1 
1 
2 

47 

^ 
't 
6 
1 
1 
2 
8 
42 
1 
1 
1 

1671 
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Classification  Table,  showing  the  Occnpation  of  Female 
Court  Prisoners  received  from  the  1st  of  Januar}^  to  the 
31st  of  December,  1858  : 


OCCUPATION. 


Book  Folder .  . 
Book  Binder.  . 

Cooks  

Cap-maker.  .  . . 
Chambermaids 
Dressmakers. . . 
Embroiderers. . 
House-keepers. 
Housework  .  . . 
Hat  Trimmer. . 
Hat  Pressers. . . 
Junk  Keeper . . 

Knitters  

Lace-work  


NO. 

OCCUPATION. 

NO. 

1 

. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Nurse  

1 

21 

Pedlar  

J 

1 

Servants  

260 

3 

40 

13 

Shirt- makers  

2 

3 

Shoe  Binders  

1 

45 

Skirt-maker  

1 

5 

Vest-makers  

2 

1 

10 

2 

Weavers  

2 

1 

10 

2 
1 

Total  

433 
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The  following  is  to  the  total  debit  account  of  the  Shoe 
Shop  during  the  year  1858,  for  tools,  labor  of  convicts, 
findings,  leather  and  all  other  necessary  materials  : 

SHOE  SHOP.  m. 


1858. 
January 
February: 
March, 
April,  . 
May, .  . 
June, . . 
July,.  . 
August, 
September, 
October,  . . 
November, 
I)e(v^mber,. 


To  amount  for  Leather,  Findings,  kc 


6,450  days'  convicts  labor  at  35c, 
"  Amount  of  Inventory,  1857... . 
"  Balance  

Total  


$10,636  30 
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The  following  is  to  the  total  credit  account  of  the  Shoe 
Shop  during  the  year  1858,  for  shoes  made  and  returned 
to  the  Store,  and  for  amount  of  stock,  machinery,  tools, 
&;c.,  noAV  remaining : 


SHOE  SHOP. 


1848. 
January,  . 
February, 
March, 
April, . 
May, .  . 
June,  . 
July,  . . 
August 
September 
October, 
November^ 
December,. 


By  amount  shoes  returned  to  Store, 


3220  pairs  shoes  mended  at  50c. 
Stock,  tools,  &c.,  now  remaining 

Total  


$1515  75 
1067  25 
818  50 
617  25 
109  00 
355  00 
384  00 
307  50 
867  00 
963  00 
625  00 
995  75 
1610  00 
401  30 


$10,636  30 
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Cost  of  (and  material  used  in)  erecting  the  new  wing  of 
the  Penitentiary,  up  to  the  31st  of  December,  1858,  in- 
clusive : 


To  cash  paid  for  cement  

"  lime  

^'        building  sand  

mechanics'  wages  

"  plank  for  scaffolding.  . . . 
"        rope  and  ratling  

iron  for  doors,  &c  

"  nails  

"        scaffold  poles  

"  shovels  

"        stone  hammers  

"        maple  joist  

"  derrick  

files  

"  trowels  

mason's  lines  

"        sand  screens  

pay -roll  book  

"  ladders  

"  plank  for  window  frames 
"        miscellaneous  articles. . .  . 

marble  slab  (tablet)  

rivets,  plates  for  cell-doors 

To  2870  cubic  yards  stone  at  $2.00 
7266  days'  stone  cutter's  labor, 

(convicts)  at  $1  

8727  days'  labor  (convicts)  at 

35c  


Total. 


462  70 

964  01 
836  09 
15,909  33 
464  46 
214  51 
559  87 
19  88 
375  05 
45  50 
3  90 
125  73 
50  00 
124  61 
16  50 
1  25 
8  00 
8  00 
28  00 
60  63 
27  11 
120  85 
482  54 


5,740  00 


7,266  00 


3,054  45 


$20,908  52 


16,060  45 


$36,968  97 
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The  following  is  to  the  total  debit  account  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary, from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  31st  December, 
1858,  inclusive: 


23 1\ 

To  amount  of  stock  on  hand  31st  Dec,  1857,  $10,552  51 

"       "          officers'  salaries,  1858     .       .  26,446  01 

"       "          mechanics'  wages,  1858,     .  952  37 

"       "          requisitions  as  per  store  bills  .  58,126  93 

beef  bills  10,119  87 
"       "          bills  in  addition  to  bills  from 
store,  as  taken  from  books  at 

Rotunda    ....  6,595  11 
"       "          board  of  convicts  on  Randall's 

Island  as  per  bills  rendered  1,633  40 
"       "          Board  of  convicts  at  Work- 
house, shoeing  cattle,  &c.  534  92 
"          Balance  in  favor  of  Penitentiary,  48,403  86 

Total    ....    $163,365  88 
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The  following  is  to  the  total  credit  account  of  Peniten- 
tiary from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  31st  of  December, 
1858,  inclusive  : 


By  goods  returned  to  Store  Department  $17,G70  28 

4,985  days'  labor  of  convicts  on  ^^andall's  Island,  at  35c. .  .  1,744  75 

amount  of  work  done  for  Small  Pox  Hospital   S7  71 

"          "          "        Lunatic  Asylum   9  50 

•*  dinners  for  Work  House  Inmates   67  23 

"  labor  and  materials  furnished,  New  Island  Hospital   -37,861  93 

"    "    &c.,  on  Old  Island  Hospital   1,304  04 

*'    "    and  materials  furnished  new  wing  Penitentiary,  a's  per 

statement  annexed   o6,9G8  97 

"  materials  furnislied  warden's  residence   4,108  60 

"       "       &c.,  for  new  wash  house   415  GO 

"  sales  ofbop.es,  &c.,  as  per  account  from  Rotunda   1,274  75 

*'  IL^  days'  labor  of  convicts  for  Mr.  Meyers,  35c   4  03 

inventory  of  carpenters'  shop   375  36 

I'lacksmiths'  "   j   2,692  90 

paint            "    52  29 

*'       "           stone  cutters'  tools   385  83 

"       '*           gardening  tools,  &c   114  83 

shoe  shop   401  30 

"           tailors'  shop    81  09 

"           weavers'    58  00 

masons'  tools,  &c   103  64 

quarry  tools,  &c  1   502  25 

*'       *'           couk  house     640  12 

•'           sitore  room   1,488  28 

male  prison   7,042  12 
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"By  inventory  of  male  prison  hospital   $403  S2 

"       "          female  prison  v   1.780  8o 

"                  wash  house   1,0G5  22 

"       "          horses,  mules,  carts,  &c   1,611  62 

"           boats,  oars,  &c   656  27 

"       **           keeper's  vooni   854  06 

"           coal  and  wood   868  0(1 

"  23,522  days'  labor  of  women,  washing,  scrubbing,  &c.,  20c.  4,704  40 

*'    3,694  days'  work  of  carpenters  at  50c.  1.847  0<i 

'      849          '*          coopers                                      do.  424  bU 

959          "          painters                                     do.  479  5(» 

423         "         turners                                     do.  211  50 

"      723                     wheelwrights                              do.  301  50 

"  4,832          "          tailors                                       do.  2,416  (X> 

"      692          "          carpet  weaving                           do.  346  0(1 

"   5,445                    blacksmiths                               do.  2,722  50 

381          "          tinsmiths                                   do.  190  50 

"      343          "          locksmiths                                 do.  171  50 

"   1,832         "         masons                                      do.  91t3  00 

"   6,450         "         shoemakers  at  35c.  2,257  50 

"  28,363          "          quarry  men                                 do.  9,927  05 

"  7,171          "          gardeners..,.  »      do.  2,509  85 

2,242          "          boatmen                                    do.  784  70 

"   4,197          *'          cookhouse                                 do,  1,573  95 

*'      165                    basket  makers                             do.  57  75 

"  24,258          "          laborers                                     do.  8.480  30 

"   1,251          "         seawall                                    do.  437  85 

Total  $163,365  88 


I  would  most  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Board 
to  the  imperative  necessity  of  providing  increased  prison 
accommodations  for  the  convicts,  with  all  possible  dispatch ; 
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the  male  wing  of  the  Prison  only  affording  cells  for  256 
convicts,  thus  rendering  it  necessary  to  use  one-half  of  the 
Female  Prison  for  the  use  of  th.e  male  convicts  ;  but  it  only 
affords  in  all  376  cells,  thus  rendering  it  necessary  to  place 
two  convicts  in  almost  every  cell  to  lodge  the  present  num- 
ber of  589  men.  The  cells  for  the  females  are  also  crowd- 
ed, and  in  many  instances  occupied  by  two  convicts. 

The  new  wing  of  the  Penitentiary,  at  present  erecting 
on  the  northerly  end  of  the  Prison,  is  now  nearly  ready 
for  enclosure,  and  will  afford  240  additional  cells, — mak- 
ing a  total  of  736  cells,  which  is  37  less  than  the  (773) 
number  of  convicts.  I  would  therefore  recommend  the 
necessity  of  commencing  as  soon  as  might  be  possible  in  the 
spring  the  erection  of  an  additional  wing,  to  be  enclosed 
during  the  ensuing  summer. 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  erect- 
ing a  new  Mess  House  for  the  male  convicts,  as  that  now 
used  for  the  purpose  is  entirely  inadequate.  The  ground 
has  been  surveyed  and  is  shown  on  the  plan,  in  connection 
with  the  new  wing  of  the  Penitentiary. 

In  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  the  Island  Hospi- 
tal by  fire,  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  February,  1858, 
it  became  necessary  to  erect  a  new  building  on  its  site,  and 
it  has  therefore  caused  the  stoppage  of  many  works  of  im- 
provement on  the  Island, — in  the  construction  of  roads, 
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building  of  sea-wall,  gi-acling  of  ground,  etc.,  etc., — as 
uearly  all  tlie  able-bodied  convicts  at  this  institution  were 
required  in  the  quarries,  stone  slied,  and  a  large  force  em- 
l^loyed  in  making  mortar,  carrying  stone  and  general  la- 
boring at  the  new  Hospital  and  wing  of  the  Penitentiary. 

The  new  Island  Hospital  is  now  built  as  far  as  the  first 
stoiy  ;  the  second  tier  of  beams  are  up,  and  the  west  Cross 
Building  is  now  ready  for  enclosure. 

The  Hospital,  together  with  the  new  wing  of  the  Peni- 
tentiar}"  and  new  mess  house,  will  require  all  the  avail- 
able convict  labor  at  the  Institution  during  the  coming- 
year,  and  which  disposition  of  it,  in  my  opinion,  will  be 
more  profitable,  both  to  the  Department  and  convict,  than 
letting  out  their  labor  to  contractors.  And  it  will  become 
a  matter  of  importance  to  your  Honorable  Body,  in  all  fu- 
ture building  and  improvements  in  this  institution,  to  have 
them  constructed  with  an  ultimate  view  of  emplo^diig  the 
majority  of  the  convicts  in  "  shop,"  and  thus  make  it,  in  a 
great  measure,  a  ''self-supporting  institution." 

The  Blacksmith  Shop,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Robert  W.  Hunt. 

lias  been  extensively  and  profitably  employed  in  making 

the  sfreater  portion  of  the  lock's  for  the  new  ^\■in^  of  the 

Prison,  as  well  as  the  iron-work,  for  the  windows,  and  iron 

doors,  hinges  and  latches  for  the  cells,  sharpening  tools  for 

the  workmen  at  the  Hospital  and  new  wing,  and  all  the 
14 
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tools  used  in  tlie  quaiTies,  as  well  as  the  tin  and  sheet-iron 
Avare  required  at  the  institution,  and  also  that  returned  to 
the  Storekeeper. 

The  Shoemaker's  and  'Tailor's  shop  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Eobert  McGee,  have  manufactured  during  the  year  shoes 
for  the  use  of  the  inmates  on  the  island,  Avhich  have  been 
]'eturned  to  the  Storekeeper ;  and  also,  general  repairs  of 
the  convicts'  shoes,  as  well  as  making  and  mending  the 
clothing  of  the  convicts,  and  a  number  of  suits  for  the  chil- 
dren at  the  Nursery,  Kandall's  Island. 

The  convicts  in  the  Carpenter's,  Cooper's,  Painter's  and 
Wheelwright's  shops,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  George  P. 
Bloomer,  have  been  employed  in  the  general  repairs  of 
the  Small  Pox  Hospital  and  Penitentiary,  in  finishing  the 
Warden's  residence,  in  the  construction  of  horses,  scaffold- 
ing, etc.,  for  the  erection  of  the  new  wing  of  the  Peniten- 
tiary. The  coopers  have  made  a  large  number  of  pails, 
buckets,  etc.,  for  general  use,  Avhich  have  been  turned  in  to 
the  Storekeeper,  and  the  painters  have  been  employed 
generally  on  the  building. 

The  Stone  Cutters'  gang  has  been  largely  incrensed  dur- 
ing the  year  and  now  numbers  85  men,  under  the  charge  of 
Mr.  James  Mahony, — they  have  been  profitably  employed 
cutting  stone, — quarried  on  the  island, — for  the  completion 
of  the  Warden's  residence,  the  new  wing  of  the  Penitenti- 
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ary,  and  the  Island  Hospital,  their  labors  have  been  in  the 
highest  degree  satisfactory,  and  the  workmanship  of  great 
excellence.  There  will  be  a  continual  demand  for  their 
labor  during  the  coming  year. 

The  masons  are  now  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Joshua 
Parker,  and  have  been  employed  in  the  general  repairs  to 
the  building. 

The  quarries,  under  the  'charge  of  Messrs.  Philip  E. 
Brown  and  John  DeMott,  have  been  actively  engaged  in 
getting  out  building-stone,  and  dimension-stone  for  the 
stone  cutters ;  they  have  furnished  the  principal  portion  of 
stone  for  the  new  buildings,  how  in  construction,  and  will 
be  required  to  be  kept  in  great  activity  during  tlic  coming 
year  to  supply  the  demand  for  stone. 

The  female  convicts,  in  charge  of  the  Matron,  Mrs.  Ellen 
H,  Hallowell,  have  been  employed  in  making  and  repair- 
ing garments  for  the  convicts,  the  manufacture  of  a  quan- 
tity of  clothing  for  the  children  on  Eandall's  Island,  and 
the  washing,  cleaning,  and  scrubbing  for  the  institution 
during  the  year.  In  consequence  of  the  removal  of  the 
residence  of  the  Warden  from  the  Middle  House,  the  fe- 
males' sewing  room  was  removed  from  the  Prison  to  the 
second  floor  of  that  building,  but  the  ix)om  occupied  by 
them  requires  to  be  enlarged.  A  ^less  Hall  for  the  female 
convicts  is  required,  and  I  would  recommend,  that  the  alter- 
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ations  of  the  interior  of  tlie  Middle  House,  for  that  purpose 
be  proceeded  with  without  delay,  as  approved  by  the  Com- 
mittee, 

To  the  Clerk,  xMr.  John  E.  Flagher,  Mr,  Samuel  P.  At^ 
kinson,  Deputy  Warden,  and  the  oiT.eers  of  the  Institution 
generally,  I  tender  my  thanks  for  the  uniform  zeal  and 
attention  they  have  exhibited  in  the  discharge  of  their  du- 
ties, and  the  efficient  aid  they  have  afforded  me  in  main- 
taining the  discipline  of  the  Prison. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  FITCH, 

Warden . 


STOKE  DEPARTMENT. 

BLACKWELUS  ISLAND. 

January  Ist^  1859. 


To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House: 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  to  your 
Honorable  Body  my  Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Store 
Department  and  Bakery,  Blackwell's  Island,  for  the  last 
year  as  well  as  the  present  condition  of  each,  also  the 
amount  of  Stock  and  Fixtures  on  hand. 


Amount  of  stock  on  hand,  Jainiary  1,  1858..  .  $21,532  oU 

Received       "     from  City  for  requisitions.  .  .  214,196  70 

Alms  House   10,285  81 

"     Work    "    26,944  38 

"     Lunatic  Asylum   4,319  07 

"     Penitentiary   17,548  89 

"     Island  Hospital   249  00 

Bake  House   72,263  00 

"     Randall's  Island   32  66 

Total  amount  received   $367,371  85 

Distributed  to  Institutions,  per  requisition   341,321  70 

Stock  on  hand  January  1st,  1859    $26,050  15 
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xlccompanying  this  you  will  find  a  tabular  statement, 
showing  the  amount  of  goods  distributed  monthly  to  each 
Institution,  also  one  showing  the  monthly  receipts  of  goods 
from  the  different  departments. 

In  submitting  my  report  for  your  consideration,  I  would 
most  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
having  a  Dock  built.  The  many  difficulties  caused  by 
the  shallowness  of  the  water,  such  as  the  Steamboat  not 
being  able  to  get  up  to  the  bulk-head,  the  occasional  loss 
of  goods  between  the  boat  and  dock,  also  the  sinking  of 
a  canal  boat  with  coal  last  summer,  induces  me  to  urge 
your  Honorable  Body  to  take  immediate  measures  for  its 
construction.  A  block  50  by  25,  50  feet  from  the  bulk- 
head, and  bridge,  would  answ^er  all  purposes,  the  cost  of 
which  cannot  exceed  $800  or  $1000. 

I  would  again  urge  upon  your  Honorable  Board  the 
necessity  of  another  Store,  the  plans  of  which  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Board.  The  large  increase  of  goods  com- 
ing to  the  Island  requires  that  there  should  be  more  stor- 
age room ;  at  present  we  have  to  store  Flour  in  sheds  that 
belong  to  other  departments,  which  is  unsafe  both  from 
damage  by  weather  and  fire.  I  have  also  to  leave  out  of 
doors  provisions  of  different  kinds,  such  as  Beef,  Pork  and 
Molasses,  which  is  very  unsafe  on  dock  as  it  is  liable  to  be 
stolen  by  river  thieves. 


215 


I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  returning  my  thanks 
to  Stephen  M.  Drew,  the  clerk  of  the  store  department, 
for  his  capability  and  attention  to  the  department;  also  to 
Alfred  Chancellor,  Master  Baker,  and  other  employees, 
for  their  punctuality  and  attention  to  their  respective  de- 
partments. 

N.  P.  ANDERSON, 

Stcrekeeper. 
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STORE  DEPARTMENT,  BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND. 


INVENTORY  OF  STOCK  ON  HAND, 
January  Xst,  1859. 


DRY  GOODS. 


4481 

yds. 

%  35  88 

669i 

<< 

Check  

  10 

66  92 

224i 

  18 

40  41 

199 

,   9 

17  91 

450 

u 

  42 

189  00 

36051 

( < 

  56 

2,019  22 

504f 

il 

71  66 

900 

  m 

94  50 

729 

  10 

72  90 

1320 

i  i 

  8f 

115  50 

400 

11 

"  Twilled 

  ^ 

34  00 

185i 

white  

  22 

40  76 

1888 

  15^ 

296  64 

612 

  13 

79  56 

800 

  11 

88  00 

18 

lbs. 

  95 

17  10 

136 

Cotton  "   

  50 

68  00 

15 

tt 

  22 

3  30 
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50    doz.  Spool  Cotton   37  $18  50 

4       "    Tape   31  1  24 

200    yds.  Uag  Carpet   30  60  00 

G     lbs.  Cotton  Twine   24  1  44 

20       "        "     Batts   17  3  40 

24  Door  Mats   2  50  00  00 


$3,491  84 


WEARING  APPAREL. 


18  doz.  Aprons  at  $1  50  $0  27  00 

2  "  Handkerchiefs   1  50  3  00 

3  Towels   1  50  4  50 

"  Sheets   5  25  3  94 

14  "  Chemises   4  00  56  00 

9^  "  Shirts  Flannel   5  25  3  84 

8               "     Infants    48  2  88 

15  Bed  Ticks   12  00  180  00 

12  "  Pillow  Ticks   2  50  30  00 

16  "        "     Cases   1  50  24  00 

1  Calico  Frocks   12  00  12  00 

1  "  Carman's  "    12  00  12  00 

3^  "  Petticoats   12  00  .       42  OO 

8  "          "    Infants   3  00  24  00 

460  "  pairs  Stockings   2  50  1,150  00 

590  "           Socks   1  75  1,032  50 

3  "  Shrouds  '. . .  4  00  12  00 

5  "  Hoods   2  25  11  25 

1  "  Caps   42  42 
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24    doz.  Palm  Leaf  Hats                     $1  25  $  30  00 

88       "    Prison  Shirts   5  00  440  00 

2i     "    Denim      "    9  00  22  50 

1            Short  Gowns   9  00  9  00 

(m  pairs  Men's  Slioes   1  25  832  50 

310       "    AVomen's  "    1  00  310  00 

31       "               Slippers   50  15  50 

T       "    Men's         "    75  5  25 

126       "    Kersey  Pants,  Prison   1  25  15t  50 

66       "                   "    1  25  80  50 

92       "         "     Jackets,  Prison..  .  .  1  50  138  00 

T       "         "          "    1  50  10  50 

36       "    Denim        "    62  21  32 

134  pairs         Pants   62  89  28 

335       "    Striped  "    Prison   50  HT  50 

3           Oil  Suits   1  25  3  75 

$4,9t4  43 

TIN  WARE. 

40  Pails  at  $0  31  $12  40 

T  Lamp  Feeders   18  1  26 

60  Sauce  Pans   3t  22  20 

16  Measures   25  4  00 

t  Funnels   30  2  10 

29  Tumblers   12|  3  62 

38  Coffee  Kettles    1  00  38  00 

2  Powder  Cans   1  50  3  00 

2t  Dippej-s   18  4  86 
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4  House  Pails   |1  00      $  4  00 

3G0  Mess  Pans   8       28  80 

12  Dust  Pans   18f       2  25 

$140  49 

STORES. 


258  galls. 

$172  92 

()15 

lbs. 

11 

07  05 

110 

Tea  

31 

34  10 

914 

Hard  Soap  

H- 

38  84 

42 

Snuff  

22 

9  24 

741 

Tobacco  

17 

125  97 

40 

2  80 

2255 

2i 

50  37 

35 

1 

2  45 

80 

10 

8  00 

139124 

Hay  

88 

1,224  29 

101448 

07 

679  68 

363 

a 

Starch   

25  41 

2000 

Meal  

1  60 

32  00 

2440 

a 

u 

85  40 

210 

11 

23  10 

1799 

Bush. 

Oats  

51 

917  49 

915 

Shorts  

21 

192  15 

1972 

.48 

946  56 

30 

Kye  

80 

24  00 

40 

1  18 

47  20 

1332 

bbls. 

6,327  00 
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18    lbs.    Lime   $1  12  $  20  IG 

15            Cement                                 1  19  It  85 

8G      "     Beef,  salt                             9  88  869  88 

2      "     Pork    -    15  50  31  00 

7      "     Viiieg'ur                                3  25  22  to 

20  boxes  Farina   4  32  86  40 

65  tons   Ice                                       3  00  195  00 

t  sacks  Salt                                      1  40  9  ^0 

IT  kegs   Powder                                 2  75  46  75 

7000    feet   Safety  Fuse                           2  50  17  50 

$]  2,387  95 

LUMBER. 

1388  2  inch  Spruce  Plank  at  $00  20  $277  60 

268  li  "       "         "                                  17  45  56 

192  Hemlock  Boards                                    10  19  20 

1500  Wall  Strips                                          "7  105  00 

1500  Joist                                                    11  265  00 

32861  Feet  Box  Boards                               18  00  589  49 

4065          Pine  Plank  2-inch                      40  00  162  60 

3000                    "      H  "                         40  00  120  00 

4500          Boards          ^  "                         10  00  45  00 

$1,629  45 

STATIONERY. 

1  ream  Foolscap  Paper  at  $2  00  $2  00 

3           Letter         "                                3  25  9  75 

1           Note                                           2  50  2  50 
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1 J  ream  Mapping'   $9  00  $13  50 

10  galls.  Ink,  black   CO  0  00 

4  Bottles      red   31  1  21 

18  Boxes  Pens,  assorted   50  9  00 

4      "     Wafers   50  2  00 

4^  doz.  Memorandum  Books   2  00  3  00 

12     "     Pen  Holders  :  . .  . .  10  1  20 

1500  Envelopes   25  3  75 

*54  91 

HAEDWARE. 

C4  gro.  Kettle  Ears  at  $1  50  89  75 

9      "     Combs,  wood   50  4  50 

42      "     Screws   00  25  20 

9      "     Spoons   4  80  40  50 

7      "     Thimbles   2  25  15  75 

1  "     Hooks  and  Eyes   12  12 

2  "     Buttons,  overcoat   I  00  2  00 

54      "          "       Jacket   40  21  00 

10     "         "       Suspender   li  GO 

132      "          "       Shirt   12  15  84 

3f>      "          "       Vest   40  14  40 

U    "     Needles,  Knitting   1  00  1  50 

10     M.    1  50  24  00 

1^  doz.  Padlocks   9  00  13  50 

0      "     Spectacles   2  75  13  50 

48           Saucepan  Handles   90  40  08 

19      "     Paper  Carpet  Tacks    40  7  GO 
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1  doz. 

  $3  00 

o 
O 

00 

6 

1  32 

7 

92 

3  " 

Rack  

  1  12 

o 

o 

3G 

4 

  2  00 

8 

00 

3 

Pail  Handles  

....  8 

24 

1  " 

50 

50 

6  " 

  20 

1 

20 

180  Papers  Brads  

  5 

9 

80 

193 

8 

15 

44 

1 

Uivets 

■  38 

38 

23  " 

Butts   

31 

7 

13 

28  lbs. 

  40 

11 

20 

U  " 

Rivets   

  10 

1 

40 

3  packs 

  5G 

1 

G8 

2 

  10 

20 

6 

37 

2 

22 

10 

  63 

c 

30 

3 

9 

^  () 

25 

1 

50 

2 

m 

1 

25 

1 

1  25 

1 

25 

4 

12 

63 

8 

2 

00 

$359  53 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Corn  Brooms  at  $2  00      $24  00 

Birch    1  00         6  00 

Scrub  Brushes   2  50       22  50 
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10  doz.  Bust  Brushes   |2  25  $22  50 

2  "     Window  "    2  00  4  00 

4  "     Bath  Brick    50  2  00 

8  *'     Wash  Boards   2  25  18  00 

45    lbs.   Lamp  Black   10  4  50 

7           Sash  Cord   18  1  20 

20  gross  Matches    70  14  00 

87  cords  Pine  Wood  ^  4  63  402  81 

525            Wood  Pails   37.V  19G  87 

1    keg   Blue  Black   1  00  1  00 

5  boxes  Clothes  Pius   70  3  50 

2G5  tubs    Charcoal.   30  79  50 

127    tons   Cumberland  Coal   4  75  503  25 

132            Lamp  Glasses   12  15  84 

10            Wash  Tubs   1  50  15  00 

17            Wheelbarrows   4  00  68  00 

10            Surcingles   1  00  10  00 

95            Earthen  Wash  Bowls   25  23  75 

23           Baskets   25  5  75  • 

9  Hay  Rakes   20  1  80 

3  Scythe  Sheaths    50  1  50 

140            Iron  Bedsteads   2  00  280  00 

44            Coal  Hods   1  00  44  00 

53 

FIXTURES, 

1  Copying  Press  ,  $4  00 

2  Jack  Screws   80  00 
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1  Turpentine  Can  , .  %    2  00 

12  Fire  Buckets   12  00 

1  Pair  Coal  Tubs   20  00 

18  Coal  Shovels   27  00 

1  Set  Measures     4  50 

1  Horse,  Cart  and  Harness   260  00 

1  Carriage  and  Harness   275  00 

1  Sled   36  00 

1  Clock   7  00 

1  Desk  and  Book  Rack   20  72 

1  Refrigerator   10  00 

2  Coal  Hods   2  00 

9  Scoops   2  87 

1  Director}^   2  25 

Fire  Hose  and  Pipe   60  00 

Hoisting'  Apparatus   85  00 

Ice  Tools   9  00 

Block  and  Falls   9  63 

Stove  and  Pipe   23  00 

Scales   200  00 

Office  Chairs   6  00 

Table   5  00 

Boxes  for  Filing  Papers   2  25 

Ewer  and  Basin   75 

Skidds   3  25 

$1,169  22 

Total  Amount  of  Stock   $25,985  36 

Loss   64  80 


N.  P.  ANDERSON, 

Storekeeper. 
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BAKERY. 


There  has  been  used  in  the  bakery  ihc  last  year — 


Of  which  lias  been  made  and  distributed  to  the  different 
Institutions  2,919,155  lbs.  of  bread. 

The  great  difference  between  the  debt  and  credit  of  the 
bake  house  is  in  consequence  of  the  large  amount  of  Flour 
on  hand  on  the  1st  of  January,  1858. 


Wheat  Flour 
Indian  Meal  , 
Sack  Salt  . .  , 


11,581  bbls. 
68,000  lbs. 
84  sacks. 


N.  P.  ANDERSON, 


Storekeeper, 


15 
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INYENTOKY  OF  ARTICLES  IN  THE  BAKERY, 
January  \st^  1859. 
5  Ovens,  2  Boilers  and  Furnaces. 


6  Large  Troughs   $50  00 

2      "     Tables   20  00 

110  Bread  Boxes,  50  cts.  each   55  00 

6  Drawing  Peels   6  00 

6  Setting      "    G  00 

1  Stove  Pipe   10  00 

2  Fire  Shovels   2  00 

2  Flour  Shovels   2  00 

2  Large  Iron  Pokers   1  00 

2  Swab  Poles  and  Tubs   1  00 

5  Bread  Boards .   2  50 

2  Sets  of  Scales  and  Weights   5  00 

2  Dough  Slices   1  00 

3  Wire  Sieves   3  00 

1  Small  Trough   5  00 

1  Adze   50 


$171  00 

KITCHEN. 

2  Large  Boilers  and  Furnaces. 

1  Kitchen  Range   $15  00 

1  Large  Table   10  00 

24  Table  Knives  and  Forks   3  50 

1  Carving  Knife  •   1  00 
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30  Table  Spoons   $1  00 

30  Tin  Pans   2  00 

30  Plates  .-  2  50 

2  Pepper  Boxes   25 

2  Salt  Boxes   10 

1  Tin  Coffee  Pot   15 

2  Quart  Measures   20 

5  Tin  Soup  dippers   50 

3  Soup  Tureens   *75 

1  Tea  Kettle   50 

2  Sheet  Iron  Dishes   25 

3  Tin  Roasting  Pans   75 

1  Frying  Pan   50 

2  Tin  Saucepans   1  00 

1  Tin  Kettle   50 

3  "   Wash  Bowls   75 

1    "  Skimmer   10 

1        Strainer   10 

1  Iron  Chopper   25 

1  Large  Iron  Fork   15 

1      "        "    Spoon   10 

6  Tin  Round  Pans   60 

1  Gridiron   50 

2  Large  Tin  Kettles   1  00 

4  Wooden  Pails   1  00 

2  Small  Tin  Pails   50 

1  Earthen  Sugar  Pot   25 

3  Tin  Cups   15 

3  Dust  Brushes   75 
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1  Siiovel  r ..... .  $  50 

1  Axe  r   50 

1  Brass  Bell   1  00 

20  Wooden  Stools  ,   5  00 

2  Tin  Oil  Cans   1  OO 

1  Iron  Poker   10 

1  Pair  of  Tongs   25 

8  Tin  Oil  Lamps.  .   , .  80 

1  Wood  Saw  and  Buck     2  00 

I  Large  Ice  Box   10  00 

1  Chest   2  OO 

2  Pad  Locks   •  50 

0  Large  Tubs   9  00 

40  Sheet  Iron  Oake  Pans   10  00 

200  Tin  Pans  for  Cakes   20  00 

100  Tons  of  Coal  ,   371  00 


$470  30 

OFFICE. 

1  Pine  Desk   $5  00 

2  "     Dressers   10  00 

1  Arm  Chair   1  00 

1  Small  Pine  Table   ...  1  00 

1  Earthen  Pitcher   50 

1  Clock   3  00 

1  Small  Stove  and  Pipe    4  00 

1  Large  New  Year's  Cake  Print    3  00 

4  Small                              "    2  OO 
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2  Tin  Cutters   50 

3  Rolling  Pins   75 

1  Ink  Stand   25 

$31  00 

-24:  Iron  Bedsteads   $72  00 

24  Straw  Beds   6  00 

24  Pillow  Cases   2  40 

84  Blankets   42  00 

17  Plaid  Covers   4  00 

32  Sheets   S  00 

1  Stove  and  Pipe   7  00 

$141  40 

Bakehouse   $171  00 

Kitchen     470  30 

Office   31  00 

Bedroom   141  40 


$814  70 

ALFRED  CHANCELLOR, 

Baker. 


WORK  HOUSE 


Office  of  the  Work  House, 
Blackwell's  Island,  Decemher  31s/,  1858. 

To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House: 

Gentlemen  :  The  undersigned  has  the  honor,  most  re- 
spectfully, to  report  to  your  Honorable  Body  the  number 
of  persons  remaining  in  the  Work  House  on  the  31st 
December,  1858. 

Number  on  hand  January  1st,  1858,  (in- 
cluding 442  at  other  departments)  was 

Males  Fem.  Total 
791     910  1701 

Keceived  during  the  year   1407    2757  4164 


2198 

3667 

5865 

Discharged    "     "  "   

1684 

2901 

4585 

Died            "     "  "   

21 

19 

40 

1705 

2920 

4625 

493 

747 

1240 

Transferred  to  other  departments  and 

73 

240 

314 

Kemaining  in  building   420     507  927 
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The  undersigned  would  again  respectfully  call  your  at- 
tention to  tlie  suggestions  named  in  my  last  report  for 
1857,  viz.,  the  erection  of  a  cook  house,  a  carpenters'  shop, 
the  subdivisions  of  the  large  rooms  in  the  male  hall  into 
small  rooms,  similar  to  those  on  the  ground  floor ;  also 
two  ventilators  in  the  roof  of  both  wings  of  the  building, 
all  of  which  are  very  much  needed. 

The  males  have  been  judiciously  kept  at  work,  as  far 
as  circumstances  would  permit,  viz.,  quarrying,  grading, 
making  and  repairing  shoes,  making  and  repairing  gar- 
ments of  all  descriptions,  for  all  the  institutions,  except  the 
Penitentiary ;  the  carpenters,  coopers,  wheelwrights,  pain- 
ters, boat  builders,  blacksmiths,  tinsmiths,  shoemakers  and 
tailors,  have  all  been  actively  employed,  for  articles  made 
and  repaired  for  the  Nurseries  on  Randall's  Island,  (see 
account  annexed,  also  inventory,  and  table  showing  Dr. 
and  Cr.  account  of  Work  House  for  1858.) 

The  sea  wall  on  the  west  side  of  the  Island  is  now  nearly- 
completed,  extending  from  the  boat  house  to  the  Asylum, 
and  after  its  completion  a  road  100  feet  wide  will  be  made, 
well  macadamized  to  connect  with  the  road  below  the 
boat  house,  and  continued  to  the  marshy  grounds  beyond 
the  Asylum. 

The  females  have  been  profitably  employed,  two  hun- 
dred being  employed  in  knitting  stockings,  which  in  m}^ 
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judgment  is  the  most  judicious  employment  they  can  bc- 
engaged  in. 

Our  daily  average  of  inmates  for  1857  was  729  and  for 
1858,  867,  making  an  excess  over  previous  year  of  138 
inmates  daily. 

I  would  again  say  that  the  building  is  now  clean  and 
healthy,  but  very  much  in  want  of  several  coats  of  paint 
throughout. 

I  would  respectfully  recommei>d  that  the  additions  to 
the  building,  now  occupied  as  a  Female  Hospital,  com- 
menced two  years  since,  be  now  completed. 

I  would  respectfully  tender  to  Mr.  Charles  W.  Smyth, 
the  very  efGicient  clerk  of  the  department,  to  Mr.  Samuel 
Reynolds,  the  efficient  DejDuty  Warden,  to  Miss  Nancy 
Jameson,  Miss  Ann  P.  Batey,  Matrons,  and  to  all  the  offi- 
cers of  the  department,  my  sincere  acknowledgments  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  several  arduous  duties  de- 
volving upon  them. 

The  Institution  is  now  clean  and  healthy,  kept  in  good 
order  (second  to  none),  subject  to  the  inspection  of  every 
well-disposed  person,  at  any  and  at  all  times.  The  inmates 
are  well  fed,  clothed,  and  made  as  comfortable  as  justice 
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and  liumanity,  with  the  means  and  facilities  under  my  con 
trol  and  well  directed  zeal  and  close  attention  would  allow 

All  of  the  above  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  KEE^s^, 
Superintendent  of  Work  House, 


December  31s/j  1858» 
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ACCOUNT  OF  CLOTHING,  &C.,  MANUFACTURED  AND  REPAIR- 
ED FOR  Randall's  island,  during  the  year  ending 

DECEMBER  31,  1858. 

GOODS  MANUFACTURED. 


Satinet  Jackets   1229 

Pairs  Pants   1281 

•      Capes   100 

Cloaks   50 

Caps   1630 

Cassimere  Jackets'   986 

Pairs  Pants   918 

White  Jean           "    75 

Ciiildren's  Stockings,  doz.  pair   521 

Linen  Aprons   930 

Flannel  Shirts   305 

Muslin      "    1200 

Sheets   986 

Chemises   1000 

Night  Gowns   200 

Pillow  Cases   887 

Bed  ticks   250 

Bedstead  Shoes   1000 

Tin  Tea  Kettles   2 

REPAIRED.  y 

Pieces  Clothing   4388 

Pair  Stockings   1950 

-   Shoes   2330 
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1^  A  B  L  E 


SHOWING  THE  DEBTOR  AND  CREDITOR  ACCOUiNT  OF  THE 
WORK  HOUSE,  FOR  1858. 


Olr. 

To  amount  of  In- 

By goods  manu- 

ventory, Jan- 

factured  and 

u  a  r  y  1st, 

turned  into 

1858  

$28,598 

92 

$26,944  33 

"   amount  requi- 

"  amount  inven- 

52,817 

57 

tory,  Dec.  31, 

"  amount  offi- 

1858  

25,842  24 

cers'  salaries. 

13,425 

57 

"  balance  cash  to 

••   amount  fresh 

pay  inmates. 

7  17 

beef  bills.  .  . 

12,788 

20 

"  amount  of  bbls. 

amount  milk. 

170 

07 

bones,  grease. 

amount  cash 

&c  

paid  inmates 

112 

36 

"  balance  net  ex- 

"   amount  cash 

55,439  51 

paid  mechan- 

ics   

321 

13 

$108,233  25 

$108,233  25 
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INVENTOEY 

OF  STORES,  DRY  GOODS,  CLOTHIXG,  FURNITURE,  LIVE  STOCK, 
<feC.,  REMAINING  IN  WORK  HOUSE  DEPARTMENT,  DECEM- 
BER 31,  1858. 

OFFICE  AND  STORE  EOOMS. 

573  yds.  Cotton  Kersey  at      18       8103  14 

40         Gingham                                       10  4  00 

20     "    Check                                           10  2  00 

12-J-  "    Canton  Fhiniiel                                10  1  45 

366-J-  "    Twilled  Muslin                                84-  31  15 

257         Satinet                                         42  107  94 

136     "    Canvas  for  Cot  Bottoms                   29|  40  35 

128i  "    Shroud  Mnslin                                 8  10  26 

106     "    Brown  Linen                                   14  14  84 

5  lbs.   Cotton  Batting                                1^.  03 

150     "              Yarn                                  29  43  50 

6  "    Beeswax                                      2s.  1  50 

18|        Linen  Thread,  assorted                    95  17  57 

7  Sewing  Cotton                               4s.  3  50 

55     "    Tobacco                                        17  9  35 

3  Tick  Dresses                                        8^.  3  00 

40     "    Chemises  per  doz.     5  00  16  67 

58          Shirts                          "     "       5  00  24  17 

23  Shrouds                              "     "       4  00  7  67 
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207  Pair  Women's  Slippers                           4s.  $103  50 

1         Men's  Shoes   12s.  1  50 

48  8-12  doz.  Pairs  Stockings   20s.  109  IT 

7  8-12    "            Socks   16s.  15  33 

ni  Kersey  Caps   20  22  20 

205  Pair  Kersey  Mittens                               l6'.  25  62 

33  Kersey  Jackets   ]2s.  49  50 

106  Pair  Kersey  Pants   lOs.  132  50 

102  Kersey  Petticoats  '   8*.  102  00 

II  Flannel  Shirts   6s.  8  25 

40  Bed  Ticks,  new   Ss.  40  00 

53    "      "     old   As.  26  50 

238  Pillow"     new  per  doz.     2  00  39  67 

245      "           old                        ••         1  00  20  41 

181      "  Cases,  new   Is.  22  63 

32      "      "     old   6s.  2  00 

28  Sheets,  old   2s.  7  00 

18  Check  Bed  Spreads   10  1  80 

22      "    Window  Curtains   Is.  9  75 

6  Surcingles   48.  3  00 

6  Door  Mats   Ss.  6  00 

1  Piece  Oil  Cloth   10  00 

46  Lamp  Chimnies,  assorted   13  5  98 

400  feet  Safety  Fuse   26'.  1  00 

14  doz.  Iron  Spoons   41|^     .      5  83 

50  Balls  Lamp  Wick                                   2  1  00 

21  doz.       "        "                                       8  1  68 

22  Mason's  Lines                                        5  1  10 
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1  doz.  Forks,  new   $  25 

7  Belt  Buckles   1  07 

2  gross  Bone  Shirt  Buttons   1  62            3  24 

2  gross  Jacket  Buttons   4s.            1  00 

4  "    Tin  Suspender  Buttons   Qd.  25 

2  doz.  Fine  Combs   1  38            2  76 

9  Papers  Pins   5  45 

3  gross  Knitting  Needles   gs.              3  00 

I  doz.  Memorandum  Books   2  75 

3  Prescription  Books   2s.  75 

I  Time  Book   3  50 

3  doz.  pair  Spectacles    2  50             7  50 

150  Envelopes,  assorted   2s.  38 

26  Boxes  Matches  per  doz.  (kl.  13 

10  Pair  Scissors   3s.           3  75 

1  Reafn  Foolscap  Paper   2  00 

5  Quires  Note   Is.     •  62 

15  Pieces  Black  Tape   1  15 

13i  yds.  Calico   8            1  08 

9    doz.    Women's  Thimbles   16f           1  7y 

14            Men's    2  33 

3  Port  Folios   4^'.            1  50 

1  Table  Cover   50 

Lot  Assorted  Blanks   15  00 

13  Lead  Pencils   3  30 

3  Bunches  Quills   1  50 

1  gross  Pens   1  $0 

3  Pieces  India  Rubber   50 

1  Letter  Stamp   31 
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I  Pair  Compasses   ^0  10 

1  Two  Foot  Rule   19 

1  Bottle  Carmine  Ink   ^5 

3  Writing  Tables   5  00           15  00 

3       "      Desks   20  00 

5  Arm  Chairs   Qs.            3  75 

3  Windsor  "    4*\            1  50 

2  Cane  Seat  Chairs   bs.            1  25 

10  Stools   20            2  00 

4  Earthen  Spittoons   25.            1  0-s 

6  Ink  Stands  at  Is.,  at  85.,  each  1  03 

1  City  Directory   2  50 

2  Tin  Lamps   2^.  50 

1  Stove  and  Pipe   10  00 

1  Coal  Hod   25 

1  Poker   OG 

1  Ice  Tub   1  00 

2  Clocks   5  00 

3  Nests  Pigeon  Holes   4s.            1  50 

24  Sailmaker's  Palms   Gd.            1  44 

1  Thermometer   75 

1  Book  Rack  and  Stand   4  00 

1  Pen  Stand   50 

2  Erasers   50 

2  Tin  Letter  Boxes   50 

1    "   Commitment  Box   25 

1  Wash  Stand   1  50 

1      "     Basin  and  Pitcher   1  00 

14^  bbls.  Salt  Beef   9  88         143  20 
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15  bbls.  Soft  Soap  

60 

$  9 

00 

1183    lbs.  Rice  

41 

14 

•2300  Bread  

57  50 

53  Farina  

10 

5 

30 

20      "  Starch  

T 

1 

40 

123      "  Tea  

31 

38 

13 

153      "     Hard  Soap   

4i 

6 

50 

120      "     Coffee  and  Rye,  mixed,  gro'd. 

4 

4 

80 

28               "     Burnt  and  unsround  .  . 

10 

3 

00 

13     "  Rye  

3 

39 

(>  Crackers  

5 

30 

7      "  Sucar  

8 

56 

9      "     Bushels  Beans  

1  18 

10 

62 

34-  Salt  

47 

1 

63 

"  Rve  

80 

2 

40 

15  i][alls.  \  inejjar  

Is. 

1 

87 

83      "     Lamp  Oil  

66 

54 

78 

15      "     Nut  Oil  

125. 

22 

50 

12      *'  Kerosene  

1  15 

13 

80 

45      "  Molasses  

27 

12 

15 

19  Scrubbing  Brushes  per  doz. 

20s. 

o 

96 

20  White  Wash  "   

8s. 

20 

00 

3  Oust  Brushes  .  . 

27 

81 

i\)S. 

4 

67 

1  Set  Counter  Scales  and  Weights  .  . . 

1 

50 

Is.  (jcl 

1 

12 

65. 

1 

50 

1 

50 

4 

24 
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4  Tin  Dippers  

Is. 

$00  50 

21    "  Cups  

6d. 

1  26 

17  doz  Till  Mess  Pans  ....   

90 

15  30 

14  Dust  Pans   

2s. 

3  50 

10  Match  Safes  

3 

30 

1  Molasses  Gate  

50 

40  Knivc  old   

2 

80 

34  Forks   

68 

1  Set  Tin  Measures  and  Funnels      . . 

1  50 

1  Shovel 

75 

1  Tron  Sr*rA,r)f*r 

75 

1  Buno"  Borer  

25 

1  Aucrer  

25 

1  Coffee  Mill  

2  50 

D6. 

1  f^n 

1  D\J 

1  Pine  Table  

I  00 

50 

1  Stool  

20 

1  Oil  Pump  

2  20 

3  50 

$1,850  81 

MALE  AND  FEMALE  HALLS,  KITCHEN,  &c. 


. .  .  .at    $20  00 

$10,280  00 

2821  Blankets  

4s. 

1,410  50 

10s. 

1,130  00 

3s. 

27  38 

1001  Pillow  "   

Is.  6d. 

187  69 

16 
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94  Pillow  Cases   Is.  |4  25 

832  Tick  Shirts   28.  208  00 

989     "   Chemises   2s.  247  25 

446     "   Dresses   8s.  446  00 

552  Denim   "    4s.  276  00 

560  Kersey  Petticoats   4s.  280  00 

460       "     Jackets   6s.  345  00 

448  pairs  Kersey  Pants   5s.  280  00 

497     "   Tick        "    2s.  124  25 

613     "   Stockings,  old   Is.  76  62 

30     "         "        new  per  doz.  20s.  6  25 

505     "   Socks,  old   Is.  63  13 

44     "      "     new  per  doz.  16s.  7  33 

1922  Tin  Mess  Pans   4  76  88 

4  Wash  Basins   10  40 

22  Knives   3  66 

22  Forks   3  66 

1173  Spoons                                     .  2  23  46 

70  Coffee  Kettles   4s.  35  00 

69  Soup  Tureens   4s.  34  50 

16  Large  Meat  Pans   3s.  6  00 

8     "     Tin  Pails   3s.  3  00 

4     "      "   Dippers   3s.  1  .50 

4  Small   "         "    3s.  1  50 

4  Large  Meat  Tubs   3  00  12  00 

1  Patent  Balance   20  00 

7  Carving  Knives   2s.  1  75 

1  "     Fork   25 

2  Large  Iron  Spoons   Is.  6d.  38 
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$2  00 

8s. 

2  00 

2  Steels   

2s. 

50 

2  Flesh  Forks   

2s. 

50 

38  Earthen  Plates   

5 

1  90 

1  Copper  Strainer  

1  00 

10s. 

5  00 

4  Small     "  "   

8s. 

4  00 

4  Bread  Boxes  

10s. 

5  00 

4  "   

8s. 

4  00 

1  Hand  Truck  

5  00 

1  Table  and  Knife  to  cut  Bread  .. . 

8  00 

16s. 

10  00 

161  Tables  in  dining  rooms  

Gs. 

120  75 

2  Writing  Desks  

5  00 

10  00 

2  Inkstands  

Is. 

25 

o 

3  00 

2  00 

5  Bath  Tubs  

5  00 

25  00 

59  Windsor  Chairs  

4s. 

29  50 

4  Arm  "   

8s. 

4  00 

97  Benches  for  Dining  Rooms  

7s. 

84  87 

170  Kids  

2s. 

42  50 

1324  Stools  . 

2s. 

331  00 

2  Copper  Tanks   ... 

30  00 

60  00 

2  Stoves  with  Pipe  

10  00 

20  00 

2  Ironing  Stoves  with  Pipe  

10  00 

20  00 

1  Cooking  "  

5  00 

1  Russia  Iron  Stove  

8  00 
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9  White  Wash  Pails 

2g 

^2  25 

86  Sornb 

LS  ^0 

400  Soil  " 

150  00 

24  Scrub  Brushes  

1  44 

24  Dust  Pans   

Gel 

1  44 

30  Corn  Brooms 

10 

1  00 

2  Hand  Bells 

2  00 

5  Oil  Cans   

45 

2  50 

2  Larce  Reflecting  Lamps  

'TO  00 

140  00 

2s. 

7  50 

2  00 

2s. 

50 

2  Funnels  

Is. 

25 

6  Wash  Tubs  

4s. 

3  00 

12       "  Boards  

Is. 

c         1  50 

14  Smoothing  Irons  , 

20 

2  80 

3  Ironino"  Tables  

l'2s 

4  50 

1  75 

12  lbs.  Hard  Soap  '  

4 

51 

1  Coal  Scuttle  

75 

35  Roller  Towels  

Is. 

4  38 

20s. 

5  00 

12s. 

19  50 

816,799  43 

OUT-DOOR  DEPARTMENT. 

48  Steel  Hand  Hammers            .  .  , 

Us. 

00 

28          Striking  "   

165. 

56  00 
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Oo. 

f)  Cast  Sfop]  Sledo-ps 

5  00 

25  00 

2  Spf-f<?  nf  Rlistino-  Toftls 

Oo. 

2  00 

Hand  Drills  

Is. 

68  75 

665    "   Iron  Crow  Bars  

10 

66  50 

5  Kegs  Powder  

2  75 

13  75 

12s. 

]90  50 

24  Shovels  

9  50 

19  00 

24  "   

40 

9  60 

15  Spades   

3s. 

5  63 

20  Picks  

3s. 

7  50 

9  Hoes  

Is.  ^d. 

1  68 

8  Rakes  

1  50 

2  Watering  Pots   

2s. 

50 

1  Plough   

5  00 

8  Hand  Barrows  

6s. 

6  00 

175  lbs.  Ox  Chains. .  .  ,  

10 

17  50 

400  tons  E<Tg  Coal   

3  71 

1,484  00 

100         Stove  "   

3  11 

311  00 

3  Coal  Screens  

4  00 

12  00 

1  Fire  Engine  and  Apparatus  

300  00 

2  Boats  and  Fixtures  

300  00 

2  Cartman's  Carts  , 

150  00 

2  Dirt  "   

90  00 

1  Large  Two  AVheeled  Truck  

130  00 

1  Ox  Cart  

50  00 

1    "  Truck   

5  00 

1  Four  Wheel  Wagon  

10  00 

M6 


1100  00 

1  Grav   

125  00 

1  Bay  " 

125  00 

9  Yokp  of  Oypii 

250  00 

10  00 

30  00 

1      "     fTokfino-  " 

8  00 

5  00 

1   TTji V  riiiftintf  ATapViinp 

5  00 

2  Feed  Boxes   

n  00 

10  00 

35. 

1  12 

250  lbs.  Meal  

1  60 

4  00 

500     "  Straw . . . 

67 

3  35 

51 

1  28 

3|  Ship  Stuff  

21 

63 

250  lbs.  Hay  

88 

• 

2  20 

< 

14,095  99 

KEEPER'S  SLEEPING  APARTMENTS. 

13  Pair  Rose  Blankets  

Ws. 

126  00 

8s. 

15  00 

14  Hair  Mattrasses  

8  00 

112  00 

9  Straw   

125. 

13  50 

15  Bed  Ticks  

3s. 

r;  AO 

15  Feather  Pillows  

125. 

22  50 

8s. 

14  00 

5s. 

5  00 

12  Wash  Basins  and  Pitchers  

16s. 

24  00 

7     "  Stands  

12s. 

10  50 

247 


3  Tables   205.  IT  50 

2  Wardrobes   8  00  16  00 

26  Sheets   Zs.  9  75 

26  Pillow  Cases   Is.  3  25 

53  Iron  Bedsteads   5  00  265  00 

4  Looking  Glasses   14^.  7  00 

45  Sheets   2s.  11  25 

27  Pillow  Cases   U.  3  38 

7  Flannel  Shirts   Qs.  5  25 


$576  50 

ENGINE  ROOM. 

1  Stock  and  Dies   20  00 

2  Taps   Ss.             2  00 

1  Vice  and  Bench   10  00 

100  Feet  Stream  Pipe   14            U  00 

1  Fire  Tube   5  00 

6  Cold  Chisels   2^.             1  50 

4  Wrenches   48.             2  00 

1  Hammer   25 

16  Steam  Pipes  and  Tongs   21  00 

3  Shovels   65.             2  25 

2  Oil  Cans   2s.  50 

2  Water  Pails   2s.  50 

180  Fire  Brick   4             7  20 

40  Feet  Leather  Hose   15  00 

68  Chisels   25.           17  00 

8  Stone  Hammers   25.             2  00 
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6  Stone  Axes   12s. 

1  Trowels   4s. 

2  bbls.  Plaster  Paris   125. 

5     "    Lime   6s. 

5     "    Cement   1  19 


CARPENTER  SHOP. 


23  Fore  Planes   4s. 

20  Jack     "    2s. 

16  Smoothing  Planes   2s. 

1  Toothing   

1  Jointer  "   

3  Pair  Match     "    25 

5  Bead  "    18| 

1  Set  Moulding   

1  Lot  Old  "   

2  Gutter  "    25 

1  Sash   

3  Dado  "    25 

'  1  Side  Rabbit  "   

3  Rabbit  "    25 

2  Ploughs  and  Irons   2  00 

16  Augers,  assorted   ISf 

1  Gutter  Adze  

2  Flat        "    1  00 

3  Panel  Squares   50 

Trying     "   12^ 


$9  00 
3  50 
3  00 
3  75 
5  95 


$145  40 


$11  50 
5  00 
4  00 
25 
63 
75 
94 

3  00 
1  25 

50 
50 
75 
25 
75 

4  00 
3  00 

1  00 

2  00 
1  50 
1  12 
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T   Tyrvn  >5nnf>T*PC 

2t 

^^1  75 

9  00 

(X    TTonri  ^nT*o\x7c 

9^ 

1  ^0 

Q 

A     n  vo m  1  n rp  *^ 

18-3- 

18  Firm pr  " 

8 

1  4.4. 

4-  Snilfp  rrirnlilpf^ 

4 

16 

15  Small  " 

4'=i 

5  Two  Foot  Kules  

18f 

94 

50 

2  50 

16  Hand  " 

02| 

10  00 

21  Rip  "  

75 

15  75 

2  Double  Cross-Cut  Saws  .oe 

.  . .  .         ]  50 

3  00 

A 

20 

T)rnwin(T  TCnirp^ 

1  88 

14-   lilnvi'  ri  niTi  m  pfii: 

50 

7  00 

2  Riveting  " 

25 

50 

1    >\rM'mrr  RqIitipp 

7t 

1  ^fppl\7nvrl« 

2  00 

1  ^0 

A.               r\    A  voo 

^0 

9  00 

1  'SO 

^  00 

ft  00 

O    "XHT^^l.  T>  1  

1     A  A 

8  ()() 

2  Glue  Pots  

25 

50 

3  00 

12J 

1  12 

50 

1  50 

3 

12 
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1  Bed  Wrench   |00  25 

1  Office  Desk   2  00 

1  Chair   25 

1  Horse  Power  Saw   15  00 

15  Kegs  Cut  Nails                                3  50  52  50 

200  lbs.  Wrought  Nails   8  16  00 

28  Papers  Finishing  "    10  2  80 

6            Rivets   50  3  00 

55  Gross  Screws,  assorted   25  13  75 

4  Papers  10-oz.  Tacks                               5  20 

1       "     Clout  Nails   12 

5  Boxes  Glass   14  82 

1500  Feet  Oak  Boards   4  60  00 

8000     "Box     "    2i  200  00 

30  Flat  Files,  14  inch,  assorted   37i  11  25 

200  Feet  Cypress  Boards                              4  .  8  00 

250  Spruce  Plank,  IJ  inch   11  42  50 

25      "         "     2     "    20  5  00 

i  Load  Handle  Wood..   3  00 

25  lbs.  Glue   12^  3  13 

25    "  Chalk   3  75 

11  Plane  Irons,  assorted   25  2  75 

12  Door  Buttons                                        2  24 

1  Pteam  Sand  Paper   3  75 

30  Large  Coffins                                   1  25  37  40 

180  Small      "    62J  112  50 

8  Papers  Copper  Tacks   5  00 

3  Closet  Locks   Is.  37 

4  Locks,  assorted   50  2  00 
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1  Norfolk  Latch  

1  doz.  Old  Files  and  Rasps  

60  Saw  Files,  assorted   9 

3  Knots  Sash  Cords   31 

12      "     Chalk  Lines   3 

3  Skylight  Rollers   25 

3  Horse  Shoe  Whetstones   3 

12  Padlocks   374- 

14  Hasps,  Staples  and  Hooks   9 

3  Iron  Bolts,  6  and  8  inches   12-^ 

1  Office  Clock  

50  Butt  Hincres   26*. 

3  Iron  Braces  and  Bitts   1  25 


COOPER  SHOP. 


65  Pipe  Staves   10 

500  lbs.  Hoop  Iron,  assorted   3j- 

2  Jointers   1  50 

2  Horses   1  00 

1  Riveting  Iron  

6  Knives,  assorted   1  00 

2  Iron  Shaves   50 

1  Spoke   

3  Crozes   25 

1  Hand  Saw  

2  Pinches  and  1  Cold  Chisel  

2  Adzes   1  25 


100  18 
72 

5  40 
93 
36 
75 
09 

4  50 

1  26 
37 

1  00 
12  50 

3  lo 


$774  96 


$6  50 
16  67 
3  00 
2  00 
2  00 
6  00 
1  00 
38 
75 

1  00 
50 

2  50 
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$1  50 

37 

50 

2  00 

75 

10  oo 

3  37 

2700  Pine  Pail  Staves  !  

1 

27  00 

1  Trow  

50 

103  New  Pails  

1  00 

103  00 

34  Kids   

50 

17  00 



$213  17 

JrAlJNl  bxlUi:', 

() 

$  90 

19  Dryers  

10 

1  90 

7    "  Burnt  Umber  

50 

3  50 

2  50 

25    "  AVhitening  

3 

75 

32  galls.  Linseed  Oil  

68 

21  76 

50 

2  00 

4 

2  00 

50 

1  50 

1  00 

8  00 

25 

75 

4    "  Chrome  Green  

2  00 

3f  "  Vermilion  

50 

38 

5  Paint  Brushes  00000  

50 

2  50 

5  Sash  Tools  

18| 

94 
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1  Blender 

$1  00 

1  Flfit  Varnish  Brush 

18 

S  on  r^flns        frnlls  p/ioh 

4  00 

12  00 

37 

1  Oil  Can,  20  g.-ills.-  

2  00 

<)  Small  Oil  Cans 

181- 

1  18 

2  00 

25 

75 

50 

$71  37 

BLACKSMITH  SHOP. 

$7  00 

4  Pair  Bellows  

5  00 

'>0  00 

^5     "  Tongs  

50 

1  7  f^O 

r>  Sledge  Hammers  

I  00 

^  00 

46  Heading  Tools  

1  1  Oft 

00  00 

10  00 

2  Screw  Stocks,  Taps  and  Dies .... 

^0  Ci(\ 

1  Screw  Post,  Iron  Work,  &c 

1*>  00 

12  Rod  Punches  

50 

6  00 

14  Hand  "   

4  00 

6  Bolsters  and  2  Squares  

2  50 

1  Set  Horse  Shoeing  Tools  

5  00 

30  Heading  Tools   

50 

15  00 

5  Hand  Hammers  

4  00 

50 

1  00 

254 


2  Drilling  Machines^   6  00 

1  Traveller  

1  Brace  Compasses,  &c  

84  Horse  Shoes   37| 

1  Ox  Shoeing  Machine  

80  lbs.  2|  in.  Square  Iron   3 

75    "     f  "       "  "   

25    "   li  "   

370    "     3xf  Irons  ,  3 

400    "   l^x^    3i 

300    "   lixf    -    2i 

20  lx|  Horse  Shoe   3i 

40       Band  "   

50  "  f  inch  Round  Iron  ^   3 

40       I  " 

35       f  "   

20  '-A  "  "   


TINSMITH'S  SHOP. 

2  Stock  Shears   $2  50 

2  Mandrills   1  50 

2  Large  Stakes   2  50 

3  Small  Stakes  

I  Square  Head  

1  Round  "   

4  Soldering  Irons   37-J 

1  Folding  Machine  


112  00 
75 
3  50 
31  50 
20  00 
2  40 
2  25 
75 
11  00 
13  00 
6  50 
65 
1  30 
1  80 
1  20 
1  05 
60 


$304  31 


$5  00 
3  00 
5  00 
2  00 
1  50 
75 
1  50 
7  00 
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$5  00 

3  Small  Punches  and  Cold  Chisel  .  . 

25 

75 

3  Grove  and  Rivet  Setts  

57 

38 

1  50 

8  75 

10  50 

1  ''X   

11  75 

1     "    X  Square  "   

10  75 

33 

4  95 

6  50 

$87  15 

SHOE  SHOP. 

$0  18 

$8  60 

t  Sides  Heavy  Sole  Leather,  182^1. 

24 

43  74 

4      "    Light               "  48fl. 

23i 

11  45 

20  Morocco  Sheep  Skins.  . .  .per  doz. 

11  00 

18  33 

3  75 

7  50 

l8. 

3  75 

bs. 

163  75 

186          Women's  "       "  grain  lea. 

3s. 

69  75 

268              "  Slippers,  closed,  bound 

Is. 

50  25 

9  lbs.  Shoe  Thread  

60 

5  40 

3    "  Fitting  "   

6s. 

2  25 

2s. 

3  00 

16s. 

8  00 

3  00 

6  00 
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Q 
O 

^00  RO 

4-  Hn7  Shof^  RindlnxT             t)pv  cloy 

165, 

8  00 

4  Bushel  PetTs   

75 

32  lbs  Heel  \ails 

8 

2  56 

4  Sand  Stones  

8 

32 

1  lb  Bristles 

6  00 

10  Awl  Hafts 

IX 
^  2 

15 

Is.  Qd. 

G  75 

9  00 

3    "   Boy's  *' 

6  75 

35  Benches  and  Setts  of  Tools 

Ss. 

35  00 

1  Stove   

8  00 

1  Closet  

3  00 

1  Desk  and  Stand  .   

o  00 

1  Wash  Stand 

1  00 

3  Pails 

75 

4  Tubs      . .   

46. 

2  00 

1 

1  OV 

4s. 

1  00 

2  Peg  Breaks  

1  00 

12  Pairs  Men's  Shoes,  being  made  . . 

8s. 

12  00 

24     "       "     Slippers           "  .. 

3s. 

9  00 

90     "  Shoes  

125. 

135  00 

$650  10 

TAILOR'S  SHOP. 

39  Boy's  Satinet  Jackets   $      12s.        $58  50 

41  Pair  Boys  Satinet  Pants   61  50 
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oO  Satinet  Jackets,  cut  and  unnnade  . .  Ss.  $30  00 

18  Pairs  Boy's  Satinet  Pants,  8s.  18  00 

3  Kersey  Jackets   12^.  4  50 

1  Pair  "   Pants                                         lOs.  1  25 

16  Kersey  Jackets,  cut  and  unmade  ..  8s.  16  00 

tyO  yds.  Satinet   42  21  00 

60    "    Twilled  Muslin   84  5  10 

r,    "    Ticking   10  50 

24-  lbs.  Linen  Thread   95  2  38 

3  Pair  Cutting  Shears   20  00 

21     "    Scissors   26-.  5  25 

11  Thimbles   1  11 

1  Paper  Needles   04 

5  Tailor's  Pressing  Irons   4s.  2  50 

0  Flat  Irons   2s.  2  25 

10  Press  Boards   Is.  1  25 

1  Stove  and  Pipe   5  00 

2  P(VKers   6  12 

1  Lamp  and  Feeder   31 

3  Soil  Pails   4*'.  1-50 

2  Wash  Basins                                    Is.  6d.  38 

2  Iron  Bedsteads                                     5  00  10  00 

3  Blankets   45.  I  50 

1  Comforter   75 

1  Pillow  Tick  and  Case   31 

2  Bed  Ticks   45.  1  00 

2  Sheets   25.  50 

1  Tin  Kettle   25 

6  "  Mess  Pans   3  18 

n 
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4  Knives  and  Forks 

5  Stools  

1  Hatchet  and  Saw . 


3  12 
2s.  1  25 

75 


$274  05 


Total   $25,842  24 


J.  KEEN, 

Superintendent. 


SHOWING  TJIK  AMOL'NT  OF  fJOODS  DISTPJBUTP:D  MONTHLY  BY  THE  STOREKEEPEK,  BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND,  TO  THE  SEVERAL  DEPARTMENTS. 


1868. 



January. 

Febmaiy. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

1 

j  August. 

September. 

  r- 

October. 



November. 

 r 

December. 

TOTAL. 

84,4.59  10 

$r,,oc.(; 

22 

$4,320 

s3,02s 

44 

$3,821 

99 

$5,110 

4(1 

$4,209 

45 

$3,697  03 

$3,756  02 

$5,530  57 

$4,679  72 

$5,636  23 

$53,928  04 

(i,!)71  ]') 

4,17s 

31 

4,473 

.5(5 

2.712 

87 

3,382 

91 

3,850 

83 

4,594 

92 

3,553  32 

3,770  67 

4.758  33 

4,865  93 

5,698  77 

.52,817  57 

2,4-24  :i!t 

2,0G4 

51 

3,111 

34 

3,477 

91 

3,391 

SO 

5,074 

09 

5,528 

36 

3,699  81 

3,222  54 

6,859  19 

2.721  20 

4,874  43 

46,449  39 

r..()41  12 

4,08!) 

73 

4,31.5 

34 

3,410 

95 

4,448 

74 

4.357 

5( 

5,190 

;!4 

5,252  22 

4,296  76 

6,750  31 

4,802  33 

6,319  39 

58,274  80 

Islnn.l  llospiliil,  (C.nwr.il)  

1.102  SO 

")(; 

20 

4,104 

42 

1,438 

01 

747 

98 

710 

09 

1.7 

14 

r,2 

732  02 

685  90 

1.092  50 

887  72 

970  93 

19,599  91 

Islaiid  Ilosjiilal,  (Modical)  

:!22  <>r> 

4S0 

(;s 

042 

02 

374 

09 

333 

76 

485 

64 

238 

52 

324  94 

441  14 

373  37 

243  27 

262  ;i6 

II 

Island  IIoHiiilal  I5uildinfr  nccoiiiit  .  . 

27.5 

27 

1,751 

68 

2,513 

68 

2,801 

24 

1,669  73 

3,505  22 

3.727  91 

2,599  46 

1,310  00 

20,211  19 

Small  I'ox  liospilal   

17.')  44 

-r> 

200 

22 

1(10 

82 

301 

33 

303 

50 

5 

58 

til 

76  97 

41  53 

224  12 

100  19 

101  si 

2,193  35 

Storo  Dcpai  lincMl,  15.  1  

21  t,;> 

k; 

" 

14 

44 

14 

50 

42 

94 

14 

85 

27 

SO 

38  09 

22  30 

34  70 

17'  14 

46  10 

310  SO 

1,1111  .A 

i'.i 

41 

141 

08 

124 

79 

272 

57 

149 

20 

1,446 

:)2 

4,672  07 

5.129  92 

5,338  30 

(i.309  20 

8,872  05 

3'U(I6  08 

7  7(1 

i:i 

S2 

04 

81 

50 

73 

24 

00 

13  60 

21  00 

50  72 

178  37 

26  80 

371  15 

2,7:54  2S 

2,0114 

3!l 

2,009 

11 

2,803 

07 

1,759 

56 

2,488 

08 

L' 

43 

73 

1,447  51 

3,117  44 

•1,193  15 

2,730  50 

2,829  77 

29,806  89 

:!!)4  SO 

:i(is 

02 

433 

02 

472 

39 

412 

60 

373 

05 

4 

11 

56 

381  35 

384  30 

487  72 

390  17 

43(')  40 

'1,946  88 

(ic. 

i.:i 

'.7 

3") 

1,130 

44 

1,281 

88 

744 

18 

020 

05 

.5 

34 

066  64 

600  05 

()24  01 

700  0<l 

787  94 

10,587  32 

I('i7  '((1 

ISO 

00 

10.5 

00 

195 

00 

210 

00 

1.50 

00 

40 

110 

180  00 

216  00 

300  00 

120  0(1 

135  (10 

2,198  50 

I'ai  k  Ollicc  

21  00 

»:{ 

00 

418 

00 

42 

00 

34 

.50 

40 

00 

19  20 

51  00 

721  70 

Total  

$2(5,770  64 

$26,7 

.51 

()() 

$2.5,400 

10 

$20,379  SO 

$21,0.59  .56 

$20,261 

82 

$29,1 

05 

69 

$20,405  90, 

$28,385  99 

$40,345  92 

$31,354  92 

$38,350  64 

$341,321  70 

SHOW  INC.  THE  AMOUNT  OF  GOODS  RECEIVED  MONTHLY  BY  THE  STOREKEEPER,  BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND,  FROM  THE  DIFFKKKNT  DEPARTMENTS. 


1868. 

January. 

Febmary. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

TOTAL. 

$1,017  38 

$1,054  65 

$1,.5.57  11 

$997  19 

$7(51  90 

$563  05 

$636 

26 

$643  41 

$5.53  74 

$834  83 

$657  72 

$1,008  57 

$10,285  81 

3,728  20 

3.128  44 

3,176  27 

1.828  69 

1,368  86 

1,.522  54 

1.244 

(16 

1,198  9(1 

1,885  69 

2,4.50  62 

2,140  69 

3,271  37 

26,914  33 

310  00 

40S  19 

523  57 

339  01 

338  72 

484  37 

264 

14 

288  76 

125  22 

.544  48 

200  15 

502  46 

4,329  07 

2.741  58 

1,546  44 

2.163  37 

1.234  47 

501  82 

863  47 

758 

50 

625  00 

1.398  50 

2,032  .50 

1,050  .50 

2,626  74 

17,.548  89 

Island  Hospital  (General)  

188  00 

61  (10 

249  00 

6,536  66 

0,274  07 

6.780  22 

5,884  82 

5.8.55  45 

5,397  47 

4.818 

40 

5.6.50  42 

5,777  37 

6,204  50 

6,121  32 

(;,956  30 

72,263  00 

28  11 

4  55 

32  66 

Total  

$14,333  82 

$13,411  79 

$14,200  54 

$10,500  29 

$8,887  75 

$8.83(1  90 

$7,721 

36 

$8,412  49 

$9,740  52 

$12,066  93 

$10,176  38 

$14,369  99 

$131,652  76 

N.  P.  ANDERSON,  .Storekeeper. 


COLORED  ORPHANS. 


OFFICERS. 

M.  W,  MASON,  12  2d  Street,  First  Directress. 

C.  V.  S.  ROOSEVELT,  cor.  Broadway  and  14th  Street,  Second  Directress. 
ANNA  H.  SHOTWELL,  60  East  29th  Street,  Secretary. 
ANNA  F.  WILLIS,  8  Gramercy  Square,  Trcamrer. 

MANAGERS. 

Elizabkth  Bowxe,  51  Bond  Street. 

Mrs.  .J.  M.  Cockroft,  27  West  41st  Street. 

Mary  K.  Day,  129  East  15th  Street. 

Mrs.  Dlsosway,  '  54  45th  Street. 

Anna  W.  Dickinson,  Pike  Street. 

Mrs.  Amos  R.  Eno,  26  East  23d  Street. 

Mary  Few,  97  9th  Street. 

Mrs.  Dr.  J.  C.  Hepburn,  159  West  42d  Street. 

"    James  HuRD,  21st  Street. 

' '    D.  W.  James,  38  31st  Street. 

Eliza  C.  Jay,  258  4th  Avenue. 

Sarah  Langford,  54  Riviugtou  Street. 

Mrs.  Mead, 

Rachel  Noyes,  265  5th  Avenue. 

Mrs.  John  J.  Phelps,  Coroer  36th  St.  and  Madison  Avenue. 

"    John  F.  Park,  East  38th  Street,  near  5th  Avenue. 

Eliza  B.  Stkwart,  25  9th  Street. 

Mrs.  James  Stokes,  38  Madison  Avenue. 

"    E.  W.  Stoughton,  93  5th  Avenue. 

"    C.  Shaffer,  71  12th  Staeet. 

'•    S.  F.  Underhill  215  Madison  Street. 

"    M.  A.  Varick,  116  1 1th  Street. 

"    C.  L.  Westerlo,  39  24th  Street. 

"    E.  P.  Willets,  45  Broad  Street. 

"    Lydia  G.  Underhill,  19  East  25th  Street 
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ADVISEES. 

X  B.  CoiJ-ixs,   97  West  11th  Street. 

David  Sands,   6  East  17th  Street. 

Samuel  Wiltjets,   24  Lafayette  Place. 

Wm.  F.  Mott,  Jr.,   83  Irving  Flace. 

John  Campbell   4  East  16th  Street. 

Bbnjamix  Tatham,   35  Stuveysant  Street 

Jambs  P.  Cronkite,   Breevort  House. 

Archibald  Russell,   45  West  10th  Street. 

Wm.  C.  Wetmore,  381  4th  Street. 

Wm.  R.  Thurston,  129  East  loth  Street. 

E»ward  Willis,  3  Gramercy  Square. 

PHYSICIAN. 

Dr.  JA>fES  McCuNE  Smith,  15  North  ^loore  Street 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Wm.  E.  Davis  Sujperintendeiii 

Jane  McClelland  Matron. 

Mrs.  Robinson  Assistani  Matrm 


TEACHERS. 

3arah  ScoFiELD  School  No.  J, 

Rosalie  F.  Davis   "  *' 

Mary  A.  Young   "     No.  2. 

Sarah  A^'alentine   "  " 

Mary  V.  Dunkin  Infant  School. 

HrjiANOR  McClelland  .  ,  .Hospital  School 


REPORT. 


In  a  period  of  twenty-two  years,  since  the  Colored 
Orphan  Asylum  first  dated  its  feeble  and  obscure  exist- 
ence, the  Managers  have  watched  over  its  progress,  with 
varied  interest  and  deep  concern.  Unpopular  as  was  its 
early  history,  and  deriving  its  daily  support  from  the 
kindness  of  individual  friends;  the  Orphan's  Friend  up- 
held them  in  their  course,  and  was,  and  is,  and  ever  has 
been,  their  sure  and  reliable  dependence.  To  Him,  then, 
do  we  renewedly  ascribe  thanksgiving  and  praise,  for  his 
guardian  protection  during  the  past  year. 

The  Managers  have  recently  added  a  school-room  and 
dormitory  to  their  south  wing — thus  materially  contrib- 
uting to  the  comfort  and  healthfulness  of  the  estab- 
lishment. 

The  last  year  was  marked  by  seventy-four  cases  of 
scarlet  fever,  (from  which  but  four  deaths  however  en- 
sued,) and  thirty -four  of  meazles; — but  with  gratitude  be 
it  recorded,  that  these  diseases  were  not  followed,  as  has 
been  usually  the  case,  by  emaciated  forms  and  consump- 
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live  patients,  but  the  health  of  the  family  has  perhap^ 
been  unsurpassed  at  any  former  period.* 

STATISTICS. 

Admitted  since  the  opening  of  the  Institution,  .  .  970 
Number  of  children  at  date  of  last  report,  .  .  225 
Admitted  during  the  present  year,  boys  82,  girls  17,  49 
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Present  number,  boys  185,  girls  84,  . 

.  219 

Indentured,  .... 

28 

Returned  to  parents  by  agreement,  . 

.  17 

Left  without  permission, 

8 

Enticed  awaj  by  a  friend, 

.  1 

Sent  to  the  House  of  Eefuge, 

1 

Deaths,  .  

.  10 

274 

Children  under  eight  years  old, 

59 

The  Hospital  continues  to  form  a  deeply  interesting 
department  in  the  Institution — allowing  the  managers  to 
effect  an  entire  separation  between  the  diseased  and 
healthy  children,  while  it  enables  them  to  hold  out  the 


*  This  it  is  thought  has  been  essentially  promoted  hy  a  more  liberal 
diet.  Bread  and  butter,  and  a  plain,  coarse  cake,  have  been  occa.sionally 
substituted  for  rice  at  supper, — and  a  larger  supply  of  meat  is  used 
daily. 


263 


band  of  relief  to  those  little  applicants,  whose  wasted 
strength  and  pallid  cheek  too  surely  indicate  a  brief  ex- 
istence ;  and  consumption,  with,  its  scrofulous  type  plainly 
developed,  tells  of  an  early  grave.  But  it  is  cheering  to 
watch  these  children  after  their  admission.  Observe  that 
attenuated,  fleshless  little  form,  after  the  first  childish 
sorrow  is  assuaged,  and  the  washing,  combing,  bathing 
and  dressing  are  fairly  surmounted, — follow  him  to  the 
nursery  play-room,  and  you  will  be  likely  to  see  him  in 
the  midst  of  an  assemblage  of  youngsters,  joyously  astride 
on  the  tireless  hobby-horse,  or  the  still  more  fascinating 
two-seated  swing.  He  quickly  learns  to  appreciate,  at 
least  to  some  extent,  the  comforts  of  his  Nursery  Home, 
where  space,  and  warmth,  and  light,  and  jovial  amuse- 
ments predominate.  And  here  our  little  equestrian 
learns,  too,  to  understand  that  he  is  no  longer  to  be  tied 
in  a  chair,  while  his  mother  or  care-taker  is  at  the  wash- 
tub — but  his  time  has  come  to  romp  and  frolic  too. — and 
he  is  determined  to  make  the  most  of  it. 

On  New  Year's  day,  1858,  the  Superintendent  reports 
having  entered  the  play-room,  where  the  boys  were  as- 
sembled, with  pencil  and  paper  in  hand.  He  remarked 
to  them,  that  as  they  had  commenced  another  year  he  had 
a  question  to  ask  them  ;  that  it  w^as  one  of  serious  import, 
and  he  wished  them  to  consider  it  carefully  before  thej' 
gave  him  an  answer.    "Who  of  you,"  said  he,  "will 
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make  up  his  mind  to  be  on  the  Lord's  side?"  This  he 
followed  by  important  remarks  on  the  importance  of  this 
decision,  &c.  The  children,  who  surrounded  him,  listened 
with  great  attention.  One  of  them  took  the  paper  and 
pencil  from  him,  and  wrote  these  words  of  his  own  accord 
"By  God's  help,  I  will  give  my  heart  to  Him!" — and 
twenty  signatures  followed. 

Soon  after  this  interesting  occurrence,  the  Superintend- 
ent's son,  a  boy  of  eleven  years  old,  united  with  some  of 
these  children  in  forming  a  prayer  meeting ;  they  were, 
as  far  as  we  learn,  unprompted  by  older  persons.  Their 
meetings  were  held  in  the  hospital,  and  continued,  for 
several  months,  to  be  conducted  with  solemnity  and  great 
interest.  One  of  this  little  company  had  been  the  ring- 
leader in  all  that  was  thoroughly  wrong  and  disorderly. 
He  was  boisterous,  untractable,  deceptive,  and  untruthful. 
The  effect  of  grace  on  this  child's  heart  was  most  strik- 
ingly apparent — his  evil  propensities  were  remarkably 
controlled,  and  his  thoughts  and  attention  much  engaged 
on  the  subject  of  religion.  He  was  afterwards  indentured, 
and  satisfactory  accounts  have  been  received  of  his  good 
conduct. 

William  Dickinson  and  George  Mead,  both  members 
of  this  class,  and  both  under  nine  years  old,  died  duwng 
the  summer  of  consumption.  They  gave  repeated  assur- 
ances of  their  trust  in  their  Saviour,  their  willingness  to 
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depart  and  be  with  Him,  their  happiness  in  t]]e  prospect, 
and  the  peace  of  mind  they  experienced.  They  died 
within  a  few  hours  of  each  other;  the  latter,  with  strength 
and  firmness,  repeatedly  asserting  that  he  was  going  to 
Heaven.  George  called  the  nurse  to  him  after  the  death 
of  his  little  companion,  and  when  she  was  administering 
the  last  duties  to  the  remains,  saying  he  was  dying,  and 
should  soon  be  gone ;  remarking  several  times,  with  great 
firmness,    I  am  going  to  Jesus !  " 

Robert  Hicks,  who  had  long  been  wasting  away  by 
consumption,  was  a  decidedly  religious  child :  he  loved 
his  Bible  and  spent  much  time  in  prayer.  He  felt  his 
Saviours  love  and  forgiveness,  and  that  he  had  expe- 
rienced a  change  of  heart.  In  the  little  prayer  meetings, 
which  he  usually  attended,  his  remarks  were  striking  and 
impressive,  even  to  those  of  mature  years,  who  sometimes 
overheard  them  ;  and  He  who  gathereth  the  lambs  in  His 
arms,  and  carrieth  them  in  His  bosom,  condescended  to  his 
low  estate,  enabling  him,  in  his  last  moments,  to  express 
his  assurance  of  an  entrance  into  heaven,  throuofh  the 
atonement  of  his  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

Elizabeth  Hul],  being  fully  aware  of  her  near  approach 
to  a  better  land,  died  in  a  peaceful  trust  in  a  Saviours 
love. 
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TEACHER'S  REPORT. 


Number  of  Scholars    .....  215 

Alphabet  class      .         .  .  .  .  7 

Read  with  ease  .....  118 

"    imperfectly  .....  21 

Spell  only       .  .  .  .  .  .69 

Simple  rules  of  Arithmetic  ...  72 

More  advanced  .  .  .  .  .52 

Mental  Arithmetic  .  .  .  .  58 

Definitions      ...  .  .  78 

Writing  in  books  ....  52 


Writing  only  on  slates  ....  150 

Writing  from  dictation  ....  103 
Writing  composition  .  .  .  .  .52 

Geography  from  books    .  .  .  •        .  52 

Geography  from  outline  map?;  most  of  the  children  the 


same. 

Drawing  in  books      .          .          .          .  .18 

Drawing  on  slates  ....  120 

History          .          .          .          .          .  .24 

Class  Book  of  Nature  ....  24 

Physiology     .          .          .          .          .  .24 

Philosophy         .....  52 

Grammar       .          .          ,          .          .  .24 


Of  the  58  admitted  this  year,  25  did  not  know  the 
alphabet,  18  could  spell  a  little,  and  15  could  read ; 
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49  admitted  who  did  not  know  their  letters,  18  others 
commencing  to  read. 

The  schools  continue  to  be  well  sustained,  affording  a 
cheering  and  hopeful  interest  to  the  Managers. 

Schools  No.  1  and  No.  2  are  not  materially  changed 
since  last  year. 

The  infant  children — hitherto  much  crowded — have 
now  pleasant  accommodations  in  their  new  and  com- 
modious school-room,  which  is  neatlj^  fitted  up. 

The  Hospital  school-room  is  about  to  be  exchanged  for 
the  dining-room  of  that  building — affording  more  cheer- 
ful and  comfortable  accommodations. 

On  the  resignation  of  their  Matron  this  year,  the 
Managers  felt  that  they  were  sustaining  a  serious  loss. 
The  following  resolutions  were  accordingly  })assed  upon 
the  subject: — 

Resolved^  That  the  resignation  of  Susan  C.  Benedict, 
who,  with  unusual  efficiency,  has  acted  as  Matron  of 
the  Colored  Orphan  Asylum,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
for  nearly  eleven  years,  is  deeply  regretted  by  the 
Managers. 

Resolved,  That  since  her  connection  with  the  Institu- 
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tion,  her  judgment  and  untiring  energy  have  been  em- 
ployed in  the  promotion  of  its  interests  and  prosperity, 
and  that  she  has  ever  been  a  co-worker  with  the  Board 
of  Managers. 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  present  to 
S.  C.  Benedict  a  copy  of  these  resolutions. 

Her  place  has,  however,  been  satisfactorily  supplied, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  comfort  ,  and  economy  of  the 
establishment  are  fully  sustained,  and  that  the  new 
Matron  has  succeeded  in  gaining  the  love  and  interest  of 
the  family. 

The  same  efficient  Superintendent,  who  has  for  the  last 
ten  years  served  the  Institution  with  interest  and  fidelity, 
continues  at  his  post;  and  the  Managers  feel  themselves 
privileged  in  retaining  the  services  of  most  of  the  other 
officers  who  had  been  in  their  employ  for  several  years 
past. 

The  decease  of  their  friend  and  adviser,  Kobert  I. 
Murray,  has  occurred  within  the  last  year.  He  had  been 
identified  with  the  Institution  since  its  first  formation. 
His  age,  experience,  and  earnest  heart-felt  interest  in  the 
cause  of  humanity,  and  his  sympathy  for  the  colored  race, 
occasioned  his  loss  to  be  sensibly  felt  by  the  Managers, 
and  will  not  soon  be  effaced  from  their  grateful  remem- 
brance. 
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We  Lave  also  to  record  the  decease  of  our  friends, 
William  Jay  and  George  Bird,  who  had  more  recently 
been  introduced  into  the  Advisory  Board.  The  philan- 
thropic spirit  of  the  former,  and  his  unfaltering,  uncom- 
promising interest  in  the  colored  race,  have  been  widely 
felt  and  acknowledged. 

ANNA  II.  SHOTWELL,  Secretary, 
N,  Y.,  12  mo-  12th,  1858. 
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The  Association  for  the  Benefit  of  Colored  Orphans  in 


To  paid  salary  of  Superintendent  

"  Matron  

"       Assistant  Matron  

"       Physician  for  eigliteen  moutiis.. 

Wages  of  Shoemaker  for  one  year  

Assistant  Shoemaker  

"  Servants  

Poultry  

Veal  /,  

Liver  

Beef  

Mutton  

Pork  

Vegetables  

Fruil  

Fish  

Flour  and  Meal  

Bread  

Gingerbread   

Cheese   

Butter  

Sugar  

Molasses  

Coffee  and  Tea  ,  

Rice  

Soap  

Other  Groceries  

Milk  

Freight  of  Milk  

Wood  and  Coal  

Gas  

Gas  Fixtures  

Building,  hardware  and  repairs  

House  expenses  

Hospital  expenses  


Carried  over 


$12,040  14 


Account  u'itli  Mary  F.  Sionghton,  Treasurer  for  1858. 


By  Board  of  children  by  the  Governors  of  the 

Alms  House  

Board  of  children  by  relatives  

Board  of  six  teachers,  at  $4  per  week  

Heating  four  school  roo?ns  

State  appropriation  for  1857  

Donations  and  subscriptions  

One-tenth  legacy  of  Anson  G.  Phelps  

Interest  on  bonds  

Rent  from  Superintendent  

Articles  sold  at  the  Asylum  

Money  loaned  by  Education  Fund  

Deducting — Counterfeits  


Carried  over, 


$5,631 
1,026 
1,248 

200 
2,773 
2,024  19 

100  00 

431 

150 
29 

427 

$14,042  10 
6  00 


$41,063  10 
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The  Association  for  the  Benefit  of  Colored  Orphans  in 


Brought  over  

paid  Horse  expenses  

Hogs'  expenses  

Wagon  repairs  

Clothing  

Shoes   

Printing  

Stationery,  &c.,  for  house  

Burials  

Postage  

Stage  

Travel  of  Superintendent  

Fans,  combs,  and  blacking  for  children 

Sewing  material  

Garden  expenses  

Newspapers  

Board  of  sick  in  the  country  

Insurance . . .  :  


Paid  nioney  loaned  by  Education  Fund  last  year 


812, 


040  14 
217  33 
72  23 
1  12 
619  78 
305  17 
40  58 
5  73 
22  43 
4  37 
13  66 
55 

7 
41 
1 

3 
37 
96  50 


$13,530  19 
505  97 

$14,036  16 


Unpaid  bills  

Assessment  for  Central  Park  

"         for  grading  paving,  and 
sewering  Fifth  Avenue  

Deducting — School  balance. .  . . 

Stipend  balance .  .  . . 


$1,271  38 
371  00 

2,642  29 

27  73 

93 


4,284  6? 
28  66 


Amount  of  debt 


$4,256  01 
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Account  with  Mary  F.  Stoughton — (Continued.) 


Brought  over  $14,036  16 


$14^036  16 

The  undersigned  having  examined  the  foregoing  account 
of  the  Treasurer,  find  it  duly  vouched  and  correct. 

SAML.  WILLETS, 
JOS.  B.  COLLINS. 

New  York,  December  12,  1868. 


18 
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The  Association  for  the  Benefit  of  Colored  Orphans  in  Acc^t 


To  paid  salaries  of  six  teachers  

Board  of  six  teachers,  at  $4  per  week  

,  Heating  four  school  rooms  

Building-  and  repairs  

Gallery  and  furniture  

Books  and  stationery  

Wages  of  servant  to  take  care  of  children 

out  of  school  

Loaned  to  general  fund  

Balance  in  Bank  of  New  York  


S911  93 
1,248  00 
200  00 
109  17 
191  50 
30  68 

84  00 
427  25 
27  73 

83,230  26 


The  Association  for  the  Benefit  of  Colored  Orjyhans  in  AccH 


To  paid  orphans  and  committee  for  orphans. . . . 
Deposited  in  Bleecker  Street  Savings'  Bank. 

$457 

50 

146 

00 

93 

$604 

43 

275 


wWi  Mary  F.  Sioughton,  Treasurer  of  Scliool  Money  for  1858. 

to. 


8144 

74 

Cash  from  Board  of  Education  

2,230 

70 

45 

98 

238 

87 

Cash  from  general  fund  for  money  loaned 

505 

97 

S3,230 

26 

Audited  and  found  correct. 

SAML.  WILLETS, 
JOS.  B.  COLLINS. 

New  York,  December  12,  1858. 


with  Mary  F.  Stoughton^  Trustee  of  the  Stipend  Fund  for  1858. 


B}^  balance  of  last  annual  report 

Interest  on  bonds  , 

Masters  annual  payments  . . . 


%  01 
172  42 
432  00 


$604  43 


Audited  and  found  correct. 

SAML.  WILLETS, 
JOS.  B.  COLLINS. 

New  York,  Decernber  12,  1858. 
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PHYSICIAN'S  EEPOET. 

To  the  Managers  of  the  Colored  Orphan  Asylum  in  the 
City  of  New  York. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  in  the 
Colored  Orphan  Asylum,  for  the  year  ending  December 
1st,  1858 : 

CASES   OF  SICKNESS. 


DISEASE. 

BOYS. 

GIRLS. 

TOTAL. 



10 



4 



14 

4 

0 

4 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

3 

Nausea  from  eating  Ailanthus  berries  

5 

11 

16 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

2 

Psoas  Abscess  

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

6 

2 

8 

0 

1 

1 

10 

9 

19 

9 

2 

11 

8 

3 

11 

1 

1 

r 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

8 

2 

0 

2 

2 

2 

72 

46 

118 
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DEATHS. 


DISEASE. 

BOYS. 

GIRLS. 

TOTAL. 
1 

8 
1 

Tubercular  Peritonitis  

1 
5 
1 

0 

3 

0 

7 

3 

10 

The  whole  number  of  children  in  the  Asylum  during 
the  year  was  274.  The  proportion  of  the  sick  was  1  in 
2.3;  of  mortality  1  in  27.4.  If  the  cases  of  tuburcular  dis- 
ease be  omitted,  the  mortality  from  all  other  causes  has 
been  less  than  1  per  cent,  during  the  year,  or  about  .79 
per  cent. ;  which  will  compare  favorably  with  any  similar 
institution. 

There  was  but  one  slight  epidemic,  the  measles,  which 
began  on  the  21st  of  May,  and  ended  in  about  fourteen 
days. 

There  have  been  no  excavations  nor  grading  of  the 
streets  in  the  neighborhood  during  the  year,  which  may 
account  for  this  year  presenting  the  smallest  proportion 
of  febrile  cases  that  has  occurred  since  the  Asylum  has 
been  on  Fifth  Avenue. 

In  the  Autumn  of  1856,  owing  to  the  scarcity  and  high 
price  of  potatoes  and  cabbage,  a  smaller  supply  than  usual 
was  laid  in ;  this  we  observe  was  followed  by  the  severe 


278 


epidemics  of  measles  and  scarlet  fever,  recorded  in  the  last 
annual  report.  For  the  year  past,  in  addition  to  a  boun- 
tiful supply  of  these  esculents,  rich  in  the  needed  vege- 
table juices,  raw  turnips  and  cabbage  have  been  frequently 
given  with  the  children's  dinner.  This  addition  to  their 
usual  diet,  has,  it  is  thought,  had  a  tendency  to  alleviate 
the  painful  class  of  symptoms  which  a  mixed  scorbutic 
and  scrofulous  diathesis  had  hitherto  presented. 

I  beg  further  to  submit,  that  apples,  tomatoes,  and 
other  fruit,  popularly  regarded  as  luxuries,  are  really 
necessaries  in  an  institution  like  this — as  niuch  needed  for 
nutriment  as  bread  and  meat ;  and  I  would  appeal  to  the 
friends  of  the  Asylum  residing  in  the  country,  and  who 
may  not  feel  able  to  contribute  money,  for  an  annual  sup- 
ply of  fruit  and  vegetables.  Great  would  be  the  benefit 
could  this  institution  be  endowed  with  a  small  sum  to  be 
expended  specifically  on  these  valuable  esculents. 

T  Q^e  remarks  are  respectfully  submitted  as  the  result 
of  observation  and  study,  now  extending  through  some 
years  of  charge  over  the  health  of  the  children;  and  in 
the  confident  belief  that  the  Managers  will,  as  heretofore, 
hold  back  nothing  which  can  be  shown  to  be  necessary  to 
the  welfare  of  their  beneficiaries.  Which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

JAMES  McCUNE  SMITH,  M.  D. 

15  NoKTH  Moore  Street.  New  York,  December  9,  1858. 


SUPERINTEiNDENT  OF  OUT-DOOR  POOR. 


New  Yoke,  January  1st,  1859. 

To  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  Home : 

The  Superintendent  of  Out-Door  Poor  respectfully  pre- 
sents the  accompanying  statement  and  statistics  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1858,  by  which  it  will  appear 
that  7,625  adults  and  12,527  children  have  been  relieved 
by  donations  in  money,  and  87,834  adults  and  52,836 
children  with  fuel,  showing  an  increase  of  37,011  persons 
relieved,  and  an  increase  of  expenditure  of  $29,826  78 
over  the  preceding  year,  as  will  appear  by  the  following 
account : 


1S58. 

1857. 

1856. 

Donations  including  12th,  19th,  and  22d  Wards. 
Transportation  of  paupers  and  children  

$19,171  31 
10,774  75 
1,283  87 
14,414  24 

35,107  07 
14,771  86 

$24,700  25 
10,585  47 
2,479  21 
14,658  69 

42,687  64 
13,645  49 

$41,334  13 
12.803  73 
2,448  15 
16,629  67 

46,020  56 
19,347  29 

Coal  and  wood,  including  12th,  19th,  and  22d 

Cartage  of  fuel,  (for  1858,  $10,118  87),  clothing 
for  children  at  nurse,  expenses  of  office 

$95,522  60 

$108,756  75 

$138,583  53 

The  distress  which  existed  among  the  working  class  of 
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our  population  caused  by  their  inability  to  obtain  employ- 
ment on  account  of  the  crisis  in  the  monetary  affairs  dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  the  year  1857,  increased  the  number 
of  applicants  beyond  that  of  any  previous  year ;  and  the 
extraordinary  outlay  was  from  the  absolute  want  of  those 
who,  from  the  above  cause,  were  compelled  for  the  first 
time  to  apply,  and  become  recipients,  temporarily,  of  the 
charity  of  the  city. 

The  Oat  Door  Poor  Department  having  in  charge  the 
Infants,  have  provided  for,  during  the  Year,  582  Children, 


viz. : 

In  charge  31st  December,  1857   196 

Keceived  during  the  Year   386 

Total   582 

Died   264 

Delivered  to  Parents  and  Friends   73 

Adopted   46 

At  Nurse  81st  December,  1858   199 

Total  :   582 


Through  this  Department  1528  interments  have  been 
made  from  the  City  in  the  Cemetery  on  Ward's  Island, 
from  which  56  bodies  have  been  claimed  by  relatives  or 
friends,  and  removed  to  other  Cemeteries. 

During  the  Year,  1110  Children  have  been  sent  to  the 
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Nursery  Department  on  Eandall's  Island,  from  which 
place  270  have  been  sent  out  on  trial  to  responsible  par- 
ties previous  to  being  indentured,  49  have  been  inden- 
tured, 17  have  eloped,  40  returned  to  Eandall's  Island, 
5  discharged  to  parents  and  friends,  and  29  have  been  in- 
dentured who  were  on  trial  previous  to  1858. 

Of  the  Infants  received  and  placed  at  Nurse,  a  large 
proportion  were  afflicted  with  hereditary  or  other  diseases, 
and  their  debilitated  and  helpless  condition  was  such  as 
to  preclude  the  possibility  of  their  being  restored  to  a 
healthy  state,  death  in  many  cases  following  their  recep- 
tion. 

I  would  particularly  urge  upon  the  Board  of  Govern 
ors  the  great  advantages  derived  by  placing  the  children 
capable  of  labor  as  far  as  practicable  from  the  City.  The 
Western  Country  presents  opportunities  of  providing 
comfortable  homes  for  this  class,  and  from  the  Rev. 
Charles  C.  Townsend,  of  Iowa  City,  who  has  taken  to 
that  place  about  50  children,  the  most  flattering  accounts 
have  been  received,  and  so  favorable  is  their  condition 
and  prospects  that  no  one  of  them  would  wish  to  return. 
I  submit  herewith  his  last  communication  on  this 
subject : 

Iowa  City,  December  Zlst,  1858. 
To  George  Kellock — Dear  Sir : — When  I  last  saw 
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you,  and  promised  to  write  soon,  I  did  not  anticipate  or 
intend  that  so  much  time  should  elapse  before  I  gave  you 
some  tidings  of  the  children  entrusted  to  my  care.  A 
very  brief  outline  of  my  daily  cares  and  duties  will  sug- 
gest my  apology.  The  inmates  of  our  "  Home  of  Indus- 
try ^'  now  number — Adults  10,  Children  83,  Infant 
Foundlings  8.  Total  46.  Our  day  school  numbers — 
Boys  8,  Girls  22.  And  8  of  the  more  advanced  attend  a 
select  school  in  Iowa  City,  a  mile  from  home.  Our  house- 
hold Sunday  School  consists  of  8  classes  and  85  pupils, 
taught  by  the  inmates  of  our  "  Home,"  and  twice  a  month 
we  have  regular  church  services  here,  and  on  two  Sun- 
days in  a  month  I  officiate  abroad — to  one  congregation  80 
miles,  and  another  25  miles  from  home. 

The  care  of  so  many,  and  other  daily  duties,  give  me 
little  leisure  for  reporting  as  I  wish  to  do.  I  am  happy 
to  report  favorably  the  condition  of  all  the  children  taken 
from  Kandall's  Island.  All  except  seven,  i.  e.,  15  are 
still  with  us,  and  doing  well.  Some  have  been  afi&icted 
with  sore  eyes,  and  with  these  exceptions  all  attend  school 
dail}^,  and  learn  very  fast,  and  what  is  better,  behave  very 
well.  Of  those  who  have  sore  eyes,  Caroline  Duren  suf- 
fers most,  but  she  is  under  the  care  of  a  good  Physician, 
and  we  hope  will  soon  recover.  She  is  a  very  patient, 
good  little  girl.  Patrick  Foley  has  conducted  himself  so 
well  here  that  he  has  been  placed  under  the  patronage  of 
"the  Henry  Mastyre    Class,"  in  Emmanuel  Church, 


STATISTICS  OF  PERSOXS  ^HIO  WERE  RELIEVED  FITH  MO.NEY  DURIXG  THE  YEAR  1858. 


ADULTS. 

CHILDREN. 

visri'oiis. 

KIS'llUlTS. 

g 

i 

o 

England. 

1 
1 

Scotland. 

1 

Germany. 

- 

id 
g 

1 

'ie 

> 

1 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1    I    1    1  1 

a:    [    0    j  W 

1  Helginrn. 
Norway. 

S.  America. 

II 

1 

y 
i 

•si 

Canmla. 
Nova  Scotia 

1  1 

A.  Indians. 

1 

i 

ive  Cbild- 

329 

10 

58 

I486 

12 

538 

15 

.  .  .. 

4 

1  1. 

2 

6   

1 

 1.... 

2461 
1307 
l(i!)5 
537 
1025 

3095 
1896 
2202 
1150 
984 

6S9 
330 

3784 
2228 
2581 
1478 
2450 

301 

27 

65l 

621 

43 

3 

140 

11 

:::: 

.... 

1 

1 

1  3 

2 

15   

^  0 

Munsliall  

108 
122 

lOo 

68i 

1240 

11 

122 

12 

2 

1 

2 

01 

....  1 

3 

U  

379 
328 
1472 

26| 

194 

903 

8 

184 

!  1 

VVilKoii,  Hunt,  iuid  Sinitli. 

12l,h,  IDtli,  iiiicl  22(1  Wards. 

2(51 

47 

9 

"2 

276 

1 

1  ■ 

_59j 

_i 

1184 

192 

276 

4504 

83 

5 

1206 

43 

1 

1 

1 

1 

....  1 

7()25 

9329 

8198 

12527 

i 

1 

PERSONS  WHO  WERE  RELIEVED  WITH  COAL. 


Jounliiii . 
O'Moani. 
Wall.  . . . 
Fislu-r..  . 
Blown  . . 
I'alnicr.. 
Doxcv  . . 


Ilidl  

Smith  

Kiiigsliiml  

Tliaycr  

CaHVy  and  Anu'rniaii . 

Mcssctncr  

llulon  

Hunt  

McCormick  

O'Reilly  

Wilson  

Colonmn  


■Supl.  Oiil-DdMi- 
Isl  an<l  srcoiid . 
3d  and  5tli.. . . 

4Ui  

Oth  


Slh  

Dill  and  I.' 
UMli  


12Ui  

13tli  

Mill  

lOlli  

17lli  

I81I1  

I9lh  

20t.li  

2  Isl  


McGvalh  

Quack  inbush . . . . 
Marshall  


DISTKlCrS. 

Kastcrn  

Western,  No.  1  

Western,  No.  2  


ADULTS. 


498  31 

129  34 

47  25 

95i  34 

31  16 

153  30 

223  24 

124'  51 

3S  30 

14  46 

4  12 

190  54 

8  24 

19  43 


18  42 


3514  1999  81: 


681 
1410 
1042 
1904 
1997 

486 
1478 
1505 

601 
84 


721  43 
1042  10 


797  2 
1811  11] 
2240  7' 
1250  18 

041 

617 

252 

978 


32  . 


/  . 
2  . 
14 
7 
20 
14  . 
2  . 
2  . 
60  . 
11  . 
8 


1187  8; 

456  331 
681  22 


315 
33 
69 
28 
134 
81 
43 
17 
135 
1520 
92 
468 
59 
40 
.1223! 
.!  567 
.j  53 
.  523 
.!  23 
3!  303 
5'  67 


24293  342    40  6355 
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Spain. 

Portugal. 

Italy. 

Sardinia. 

1 

1 

1 

Hungary. 

■3 

a 
1 

73 

1 

1  Denmark. 
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Baltimore,  Md.,  from  the  members  of  which  we  receive 
$45  per  annum  for  his  education  and  support.  Thus  his 
way  is  prepared  through  College.  John  Sennett,  also  a 
good  boy,  will  in  like  manner  be  patronized  by  a  Sunday 
School  in  St.  Paul's  church,  Hartford.  The  following 
children  have  gone  to  good  homes  within  a  few  miles  of  us : 

Fanny  Woods  to  Mr.  S.  Nichols,  Pike  Township,  Iowa. 
Mary  Ann  Welsh  to  Mr.  Frank  Butterfield,  Welton,  Iowa. 
Wilhelmina  Spier    "      D.  W.  Hoy,  Pee  Dee  P.  0.,  " 
Louisa  Walker        "     Wm.  McClain,  Kochester,  " 
Alice  Murphy         "      Wm.  Crisman,  Welton,  " 
Robert  Burns         "     N.  P.  Camp,  La  Porte,  " 

The  families  of  these  gentlemen  are  the  good  families 
of  the  country,  and  the  children  are  fortunate  in  their 
homes,  contented  and  happy.  So  far  as  I  have  informa- 
tion those  children  whom  I  have  heretofore  brought  from 
the  Island  are  doing  well,  with  I  believe  one  exception^ 
Two  of  them  have  been  with  us  since  1854,  Susan  Hempry 
and  Ellen  Kahl,  and  have  gained  a  good  practical  educa- 
tion. I  shall  embrace  the  first  opportunity  to  write  to  the 
Warden  of  Randall's  Island,  and  before  my  next  trip  to 
New  York,  I  shall  make  a  full  report  to  the  Grovenors. 
I  intend  to  go  earlier  next  season.  Before  I  go  again  we 
must  put  up  two  new  buildings,  one  to  be  used  as  a  School 
room.  When  you  have  leisure  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
a  few  lines  from  you. 
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With  kind  regards  to  all  associated  with  you  in  your 
goodwork,  I  remain,  truly  yours, 

Charles  C.  Townsend,  Missionary. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  there  are  many  in  the  depart- 
ments under  charge  of  the  Board,  particularly  females  and 
their  children,  who  have  been  compelled  to  seek  a  refuge 
on  account  of  abandonment  by  their  husbands,  and  who 
would  be  greatly  benefited  by  being  sent  from  the  city  to 
distant  places  where  employment  could  be  obtained.  The 
cost  would  be  trifling  compared  with  the  expense  of  main- 
taining them  for  an  indefinite  period  in  the  institutions. 

I  again  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  accom- 
modations for  the  business  of  this  department,  and  hope 
some  arrangements  will  be  made  so  as  to  afford  a  better 
opportunity  for  the  transactions  of  its  affairs.  The  sub- 
ject has  had  the  consideration  of  the  Board,  and  I  trust 
measures  will  be  adopted  to  remedy  the  inconvenience. 

To  the  clerk,  visitors,  and  other  employees,  I  am  in- 
debted for  the  faithful  manner  in  which  they  have  dis- 
charged their  various  duties,  and  the  accuracy  with  which 
the  records  have  been  kept,  has  enabled  me  to  perform  to 
your  satisfaction,  I  hope,  the  responsible  duties  devolved 
on  me. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

GEOKGE  KELLOCK,  Jr. 

Superintendent  of  Out-Door  Poor, 


